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Recognizing the ASA’s  
Longtime Members

The American statistical Association would like to thank our 
long-time members, with the continuing tradition of honoring 
those members who joined the association 35 years ago or 

more. This year, we recognize the following members for their distin-
guished and faithful membership. 

If you are a longtime member and will be attending the 2009 JsM 
in washington, DC, please join us for a reception in your honor. If 
your name is not below and you believe it should be included, please 
contact Jana sabol at jana@amstat.org to correct your record.

50+ Years
John W. Adams

Sigmund J. 
Amster

Theodore W. 
Anderson

Virgil L. 
Anderson

Harvey J. Arnold

Kenneth J. Arrow

Kiyoharu Azai

Barbara A. Bailar

John C. Bailar

Glenn E. Bartsch

Rex J. Bates

Gary S. Becker

Carl A. Bennett

Donald L. 
Bentley

Alan P. Berens

Robert H. Berk

Elmer S. Biles

Barnard H. 
Bissinger

Caroline Blanton

Richard R. 
Blough

Colin R. Blyth

Donald J. Bogue

Shirley D. S. 
Braverman

Bradford S. 
Brown

Dolores Bryla

Roger L. Burford

Raymond H. 
Burros

Norman Bush

Arthur A. 
Campbell

Mavis B. Carroll

Herman 
Chernoff

Victor Chew

John S. 
Chipman

Ju-Ping Chiu

Virginia A. Clark

David E. 
Clement

Arthur Cohen

Theodore 
Colton

Richard G. 
Cornell

John W. Cotton

Lolafaye Coyne

Jacy Rebecca 
Crosby

Herbert A. 
David

Martin H. David

John S. De Cani

Arthur P. 
Dempster

Paul M. Densen

Frank T. Denton

Ronald J.M.M. 
Does

Irene L. Doto

Norman R. 
Draper

Bruce A. Drew

Arthur M. 
Dutton

L. Lee Eberhardt

Samuel M. 
Ehrenhalt

Robert C. Elston

Roger H. Farrell

Charles 
Federspiel

Leonard S. Feldt

Ivan P. Fellegi

Arlin M. 
Feyerherm

Alva L. Finkner

David John 
Finney

Marc F. Fontaine

Richard L. 
Forstall

Murray F. Foss

Donald A. S. 
Fraser

Rudolf J. Freund

Donald A. 
Gardiner

Charles E. Gates

Donald P. Gaver

David W. Gaylor

Edmund A. 
Gehan

Shahab 
Ghahreman

Dorothy M. 
Gilford
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Gerald J. Glasser

Ramanathan 
Gnanadesikan

Maxim Goode

Leo A. 
Goodman

John W. Gorman

Bert F. Green

Donald Guthrie

Irwin Guttman

Gerald J. Hahn

William J. Hall

Morris Hamburg

J. Wayne 
Hamman

Gordon M. 
Harrington

Bernard Harris

H. Leon Harter

Kenneth 
Harwood

Irene Hess

Milton C. 
Heuston

Arthur Highman

Joseph W. Hines

Fawn Hornsby

J. Stuart Hunter

J. Jack Ingram

Robert A. Israel

Arthur G. Itkin

Thomas B. 
Jabine

J. Edward 
Jackson

Lyle V. Jones

Marvin A. 
Kastenbaum

S. K. Katti

Kathleen M. 
Keenan

John J. Kinney

William R. 
Knight

Morton 
Kupperman

Ernest Kurnow

Thomas E. Kurtz

Ronald E. 
Kutscher

Max Lacroix

Boyd Ladd

Sean Patrick 
Lane

Eugene M. 
Laska

Marvin A. 
Lavenhar

Erich L. 
Lehmann

Ferdinand 
Lemus

S. D. Leonard

Fred C. Leone

Eugene Levine

Paul S. Levy

Robert E. Lewis

William L. 
Lieberman

Robert E. Lipsey

Jingyi Liu

Edward 
MacNeal

Albert 
Madansky

Lester V. 
Manderscheid

Jack A. Marshall

Frank G. Martin

Margaret E. 
Martin

Robert A. 
McLean

Gertrude A. 
McQuaid

Curtis Meinert

Peter F. 
Merenda

Forest L. Miller

Leo Morris

Donald F. 
Morrison

John W. Morse

Joseph M. 
Moser

Jack Moshman

H. Donald Moss

Mervin E. Muller

Charles R. 
Mummery

R. Bradford 
Murphy

Jack Nadler

Charles B. Nam

John Neter

Roy R. 
Neuberger

Ingram Olkin

Bernard Ostle

Vernon E. 
Palmour

Emanuel Parzen

Rusi K. N. Patell

John F. Pauls

Edward B. Perrin

Haynes Phillips

Earl S. Pollack

Edward Pollak

Richard F. 
Potthoff

John W. Pratt

Dana Quade

Richard E. 
Quandt

Quentin R. 
Remein

A. Leonard 
Rhyne

Robert H. 
Riffenburgh

Paul H. Rigby

Donald M. 
Roberts

Jean Roberts

Douglas S. 
Robson

Alan C. Rogers

Joan R. 
Rosenblatt

Paul F. Ross

Virginia Sawyer

David Schenker

Richard N. 
Schmidt

Stanley Schor

Shayle R. Searle

Norman C. 
Severo

William F. Shaw

Jacob S. Siegel

Monroe G. 
Sirken

Norbert Soltys

David G. Stahl

John J. 
Stansbrey

Joseph 
Steinberg

Gordon F. 
Sutton

Zenon Z. 
Szatrowski

Arthur R. 
Thomas

W. A. Thompson

Leo J. Tick

John Van 
Dewater

Pearl A. Van 
Natta

Harrison M. 
Wadsworth

Harvey M. 
Wagner

David L. Wallace

Songbai Wang

Joe H. Ward

William G. 
Warren

William Wasson

Irving Weiss

Raymond L. 
Wilder

John W. 
Wilkinson

William H. 
Williams

R. Lowell Wine

Othmar Winkler

Donald E. Young

Marvin Zelen

Arnold Zellner

Calvin Zippin

50
+ 

Ye
ar

s
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Robert A. Lew

Thomas M. 
Lewinson

Bertram D. Litt

Herman J. 
Loether

Don O. 
Loftsgaarden

Dan Lurie

Brian D. 
Macpherson

Richard Maisel

Henrick J. Malik

Colin L. Mallows

Charles R. Mann

Nancy R. Mann

Edmund B. 
McCue

James M. 
McPartland

Paul W. Mielke

Roy C. Milton

Jerry L. Moreno

Carl N. Morris

Peter Naeve

Allan J. Nash

Joseph I. Naus

Wayne B. Nelson

Marc Nerlove

Shizuhiko 
Nishisato

Gerald E. 
Abrahms

Khazan C. 
Agrawal

Dennis J. Aigner

Carol H. 
Ammons

Gary M. Andrew

Charles E. Antle

Barry C. Arnold

Joseph R. 
Assenzo

David W. Bacon

R. Clifton Bailey

John J. Bartko

Noel S. Bartlett

Asit P. Basu

David L. Bayless

Javad 
Behboodian

Charles B. Bell

Mark L. 
Berenson

Wallace R. 
Blischke

Saul Blumenthal

Thomas J. 
Boardman

Alan Bostrom

Kimiko O. 
Bowman

Thomas L. 
Bratcher

45–49 Years
Norman P. 
Bresky

Norman 
Breslow

David R. 
Brillinger

Lyle D. 
Broemeling

James D. Broffitt

Donna J. Brogan

Morton B. 
Brown

Charles R. 
Buncher

Natalie Calabro

Joseph George 
Caldwell

Janet E. Cherry

Leonard Chiazze

P. Larry Claypool

Arthur Cohen

William D. 
Commins

William Jay 
Conover

John A. Cornell

David R. Cox

Elliot M. Cramer

Miles Davis

Kweku T. 
Degraft Johnson

Manavala M. 
Desu

Thomas E. 
Doerfler

Kjell A. Doksum

Thomas Downs

Satya D. Dubey

Morris L. Eaton

Bradley Efron

Jonas H. 
Ellenberg

Paul I. Feder

Ralph F. 
Frankowski

Herman P. 
Friedman

Carol Holly E. 
Fuchs

Gerard F. Fuda

Wayne A. Fuller

Joseph L. 
Gastwirth

Jane F. 
Gentleman

Rudy A. Gideon

Francis G. 
Giesbrecht

Dennis C. 
Gilliland

Phil D. Gilliland

V. P. Godambe

Charles H. 
Goldsmith

Arnold F. 
Goodman

Z. Govindarajulu

Ronald C. 
Gulezian

Martin A. 
Hamilton

Roy Dean Hardy

William L. 
Harkness

Victor 
Hasselblad

William J. 
Hemmerle

Neil W. Henry

Jay Herson

Seiko Higa

Bruce Hoadley

Ronald R. 
Hocking

Bob S. Hodges

Vincent 
Hodgson

Robert V. Hogg

Paul W. Holland

Arthur G. Holms

Boris Iglewicz

Gudmund R. 
Iversen

Laurence F. 
Jackson

Donald R. 
Jensen

Robert J. 
Johansen

Graham Kalton

Chandrakant 
Kapadia

Marvin J. Karson

Arthur Kaufman

Gordon M. 
Kaufman

C. D. Kemp

Jon R. 
Kettenring

Benjamin F. 
King

Elizabeth S. 
King-Sloan

Melville R. 
Klauber

Michael H. Klein

Gary G. Koch

Uwe Koehn

Richard G. 
Krutchkoff

Lawrence L. 
Kupper

Keith Kussmaul

Michael H. 
Kutner

Peter A. (Tony) 
Lachenbruch

John C. Lambert

Charles E. Land

Thomas W. 
Langford

William J. Latzko

Malcolm R. 
Leadbetter

Daniel B. Levine
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Patrick L. Odell

W. Michael 
O’Fallon

Anthony M. 
Orlando

Frank J. 
Ossiander

Louis A. Panek

James L. Pate

Ganapati P. Patil

S. R. S. Rao 
Poduri

Thomas W. 
Popham

S. James Press

Charles H. 
Proctor

Joseph H. Rabin

J. N. K. Rao

Joan S. Reisch

Gladys H. 
Reynolds

Larry J. Ringer

Naomi B. 
Robbins

Charles A. 
Rohde

C. Bradley 
Russell

Jagdish S. 
Rustagi

Innis G. Sande

Richard L. 
Scheaffer

Robert R. Scheer

J. Richard 
Schmid

Stanley L. Sclove

Donald T. Searls

Daniel G. Seigel

William Seltzer

Babubhai V. 
Shah

Gerald 
Shaughnessy

Masaaki Sibuya

Betty J. Skipper

Joseph N. 
Skwish

Ronald D. Snee

Edward J. Spar

Robert M. 
Steinberg

George P. H. 
Styan

Yukio Suzuki

D. Derk Swain

Douglas B. Tang

Elliot A. Tanis

Michael E. Tarter

George C. Tiao

Carlos E. Toro-
Vizcarrondo

Bruce E. Trumbo

Chris P. Tsokos

Edward R. Tufte

James W. Turbitt

N. Scott 
Urquhart

Constance van 
Eeden

Ray A. Waller

Robert C. Walls

James A. Walsh

Steve Webb

William O. 
Williford

Robert L. 
Winkler

John J. 
Wiorkowski

John Harmon 
Wolfe

Abdel Latif 
Abul-Ela

Abdelmonem 
A. Afifi

Susan W. 
Ahmed

Murray A. Aitkin

Hirotugu Akaike

J. Richard 
Alldredge

David M. Allen

Philip J. 
Ambrosini

Jesse C. Arnold

Ersen Arseven

James N. 
Arvesen

Orley 
Ashenfelter

40–44 Years
Robert S. 
Barcikowski

Charles K. Bayne

John J. 
Beauchamp

Gerald J. Beck

Laurel A. 
Beckett

Richard J. 
Beckman

Rudolf J. Beran

Donald A. Berry

William R. Best

Peter J. Bickel

Christopher 
Bingham

John Bircher

William C. 
Blackwelder

Brent A. 
Blumenstein

John W. Boddie

Christine C. 
Boesz

Aroona S. 
Borpujari

Gary L. Brager

William M. 
Brelsford

Robert L. 
Brennan

John F. Brewster

Dwight B. Brock

Mark Brown

Marshall N. 
Brunden

Maurice C. 
Bryson

Ross M. 
Buckwalter

John A. Burkart

Kenneth P. 
Burnham

Thomas W. 
Calvin

Steven T. Carrier

Margaret D. 
Carroll

John M. 
Chambers

Linda S. Chan

David W. 
Chapman

Samprit 
Chatterjee

Edwin H. Chen

Smiley W. 
Cheng

Joseph J. 
Chmiel

Lee-Jay Cho

Howard B. 
Christensen

Howard B. 
Christensen

Domenic V. 
Cicchetti

Robert P. 
Clickner

William A. 
Coberly

Jerry L. Coffey

Ayala Cohen

Stanley H. 
Cohen

Roger D. 
Coleman

Peter A. Cook

R. Dennis Cook

Lewis 
Coopersmith

Louis J. Cote

William M. Cox

Bradford R. 
Crain

J. R. Crespo

David S. Crosby

Larry H. Crow

Jonathan D. 
Cryer

Ralph B. 
D’Agostino

Gerard E. Dallal

James M. 
Davenport

Herbert T. Davis
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40–44 Years
Kenneth W. 
Davis

Robert L. Davis

John J. Deely

James M. Dickey

Paula H. Diehr

W. Erwin 
Diewert

Dennis O. Dixon

Marilynn S. 
Dueker

Douglas M. 
Dunn

James E. Dunn

Francois A. 
Dupuis

Benjamin S. 
Duran

Danny Dyer

Robert G. 
Easterling

Donald H. 
Ebbeler

David Elesh

Dale O. Everson

William B. Fairley

David W. 
Fairweather

William R. 
Fairweather

Kenneth H. 
Falter

Walter Feibes

Manning 
Feinleib

Alan H. Feiveson

Stephen E. 
Fienberg

James J. Filliben

Diana B. Fischer

Jairus D. Flora

Sandra Forman

Alan B. Forsythe

James W. Frane

Martin R. 
Frankel

Edward L. 
Frome

A. Ronald 
Gallant

Fernando L. 
Garagorry

John A. 
Gaudiosi

Thomas M. 
Gerig

Gauri L. Ghai

P. D. Ghangurde

Jean D. Gibbons

Warren G. 
Gilchrist

Edward J. Gilroy

Richard R. 
Giroux

Leon J. Gleser

T. F. Glover

Judith D. 
Goldberg

Robert N. 
Goldman

Bernard S. 
Gorman

Jack W. Green

David M. 
Grether

William E. 
Griffiths

Alan M. Gross

Richard F. Gunst

Robert E. Hale

Silas Halperin

Chien-Pai Han

R. Choudary 
Hanumara

Lynne B. Hare

Donald L. 
Harnett

David A. Harville

Larry D. Haugh

Robert M. 
Hauser

Douglas M. 
Hawkins

Roy E. Heatwole

William F. 
Heiland

Ronald W. 
Helms

William G. 
Henderson

Jan H. 
Henriksson

Robert W. Hertz

Agnes M. 
Herzberg

Melvin J. Hinich

Burt S. Holland

Myles Hollander

David W. 
Hosmer

C. Easley Hoy

William F. Hunt

Frank L. Hurley

Huynh Huynh

Peter B. Imrey

William G. 
Jackson

Joan R. Jacobs

David Jacobson

Aridaman K. 
Jain

F. E. James

Jeffrey E. Jarrett

J. D. Jobson

Dallas E. 
Johnson

Douglas H. 
Johnson

Richard A. 
Johnson

Bruce Johnston

Peter R. Jones

Richard H. Jones

Karl G. Joreskog

Robert C. Juola

Joseph B. 
Kadane

John H. 
Kalbfleisch

Balvant K. Kale

James G. Karas

Bruce Kardon

Myron J. Katzoff

F. DeWitt Kay

Thomas Keefe

William J. 
Kennedy

Robert Kinnison

Robert C. 
Kohberger

David C. Korts

Stephen L. 
Kozarich

Helena C. 
Kraemer

Joseph B. 
Kruskal

Richard J. 
Kryscio

Alexander 
Kugushev

Arabinda Kundu

Stephen W. 
Lagakos

Kenneth C. Land

James M. 
Landwehr

Chang S. Lao

Kinley Larntz

William D. 
Lawing

Jerald F. Lawless

Anthony James 
Lawrance

William H. 
Lawton

Eun S. Lee

Yves Lepage

David Levine

Dennis V. 
Lindley

Robert F. Ling

Ramon C. Littell

Robert G. Lovell

James M. Lucas

Lars Lyberg

James R. Maar

Bruce E. Mackey

Clare M. Mahan

Helen Marcus-
Roberts

Barry H. 
Margolin

Sidney Marks

Harry F. Martz

James H. Matis

Lawrence S. 
Mayer

Sati Mazumdar

George P. 
McCabe

Francis 
McCamley

John I. McCool

Lyman L. 
McDonald

J. Thomas 
McEwen

Robert L. 
McKnight

Glen D. Meeden

James I. Mellon

William L. 
Mietlowski

G. Arthur 
Mihram

Melvin L. 
Moeschberger

Robert 
Mondschein
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Douglas C. 
Montgomery

Billy J. Moore

Charles Mott

Effat A. Moussa

Gary M. Mullet

Thomas D. 
Murphy

Janet M. Myhre

Patricia L. Nahas

Jun-mo Nam

Glenn L. Nelson

Anna B. Nevius

S. Edward 
Nevius

David S. 
Newman

James A. Nickel

Mark J. Nicolich

Janet L. 
Norwood

Paula K. 
Norwood

Robert L. 
Obenchain

Peter C. O’Brien

Jerry L. Oglesby

Anthony R. 
Olsen

Richard A. 
Olshen

J. Keith Ord

M. Gerald Ott

Gordon H. Otto

Albert C. 
Ovedovitz

William J. 
Padgett

Connie F. Page

Takis 
Papaioannou

Chong Jin Park

Darrel W. Parke

Robert P. Parker

Harold C. Pasini

Minu K. Patel

Jon K. Peck

Douglas A. 
Penfield

Thomas J. 
Perrone

Robert L. Perry

Robert A. 
Peterson

Roger C. 
Pfaffenberger

Eswar G. Phadia

Walter Piesch

Louis A. Pingel

Ralph D. Pollard

Kenneth H. 
Pollock

Mike Pore

Ross L. Prentice

Philip J. Press

Bertram Price

Philip C. Prorok

Madan L. Puri

David A. Pyne

Alton J. Rahe

J. G. Ramage

Ronald H. 
Randles

Gipsie B. Ranney

A. Vijaya Rao

Carol K. 
Redmond

George F. Reed

Benjamin Reiser

Hans Riedwyl

Bruce E. Rodda

Donald C. Ross

Richard S. Ross

Edward 
Rothman

Donald B. Rubin

Robert A. 
Rutledge

Julia Sabella

Harold B. 
Sackrowitz

Susan T. Sacks

David S. 
Salsburg

Charles B. 
Sampson

Elliot D. Saroff

Patricia D. 
Saunders

Eberhard G. 
Schaich

James J. 
Schlesselman

James 
Schmeidler

William R. 
Schucany

Larry Scott

Nell Sedransk

Robert J. 
Serfling

Jolayne W. 
Service

Charles E. 
Shaffer

Gary M. Shapiro

Stanley H. 
Shapiro

Shashi N. 
Sharma

Lawrence A. 
Sherr

Iris M. Shimizu

James G. Shook

Robert H. 
Shumway

Jon J. Shuster

Moshe Sicron

Robert L. 
Sielken
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sally C. Morton

Visibility and Impact in Policy Making: 
The ASA’s Valuable Voice

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

The objective of the 
“Visibility and Impact in 
Policy Making” plank of 

the American statistical 
Association’s strategic plan is “to 
promote the need for sound statis-
tical practice to inform decision-
making in public policy and sci-
ence policy.” To achieve this 
objective, we must determine 
when and how the AsA should 
speak in science policy and public 
policy arenas, how to maintain 
our scientific objectivity in debates 
that are inherently political, and 
how to ensure ours is a voice that 
adds value. Our association has 
made considerable strides in 
this area due to the contribu-
tions of many.

Former AsA President sallie 
Keller-McNulty launched the 
science Policy Task Force in 
2006, explaining its charge in her 
July 2006 Amstat News president’s 
column, and our next president, 
Mary ellen Bock, extended the 
task force’s term through 2007. 
specifically, the task force was 
charged to do the following:

— Investigate the feasibility of 
the AsA’s formally entering the 
science policy arena and, if fea-
sible, develop a plan and justifica-
tion for such action

— extend AsA activities in 
public policy, particularly in the 
science policy arena so the AsA 
can exert greater influence on 
national research directions

Keller-McNulty challenged us 
by asking, “Is the AsA ready to 
establish a (stronger) voice in sci-
ence policy?” The association con-
sidered that question via the task 
force recommendations and other 
input. I believe we answered with 
a resounding “yes,” as evidenced 
by the recent upsurge in both 
science policy and public policy 
activities. I note that this is not a 
new area for the association—the 
AsA has long been involved in 
such activities, as Virginia de wolf 
and Mary Foulkes pointed out in 
the President’s Invited Column, 
titled “science Policy and the 
AsA,” in the November 2007 
issue of Amstat News. As they 
noted, however, we are experienc-
ing a “renewed” and “exciting” 
focus on science policy. 

The AsA is fortunate to have 
hired steve Pierson as its first 
director of science policy in March 
of 2008. Pierson was previously 
the head of government relations 
at the American Physical society. 
since joining the AsA, he has 
been at the forefront of increas-
ing and refining the AsA’s voice 
in the policy milieu. He is joined 
in this venture by committees 
that have key policy links, such as 
the scientific and Public Affairs 
Advisory Committee and the 
Committee on Federally Funded 
Research, as well as the AsA’s 
members, board, and staff. 

The AsA lends support and 
exerts influence via a variety of 

methods. The first is the AsA 
statement on an issue of particu-
lar concern, which requires AsA 
Board approval. A statement is 
communicated to the member-
ship through Amstat News and to 
a wider audience via press releases 
and the AsA web site. In the last 
two years, we have released 
four statements concerning 
the following: 

— Data access and personal  
 privacy: appropriate  
 methods of disclosure control

—  election integrity 

—  The United Nations (UN)  
 Intergovernmental Panel  
 on Climate Change (IPCC)  
 Fourth Assessment Report

—  The American Association 
 for the Advancement  
 of science (AAAs)  
 resolution regarding  
 intelligent design  
 and evolution

The second method is a let-
ter. we have written letters sup-
porting general funding for sci-
ence research and for specific 
agencies, including the National 
science Foundation (NsF), the 
National Institutes of Health 
(NIH), the National Center 
for Health statistics, and the 
U.s. Census Bureau. we have 
supported legislation to make 



14    AmstAt News APRIL 2009

the U.s. Census Bureau inde-
pendent and written to encour-
age the Obama administration to 
appoint the new census director 
quickly (see Page 21). Interested 
readers are encouraged to peruse 
the science policy portion of the 
AsA’s web site at www.amstat.org/ 
outreach/scipolicy.cfm.

The third method is direct 
interaction. To increase communi-
cation between the statistics com-
munity and government agencies, 
the AsA president, president-elect, 
past president, executive director, 
and director of science policy visit 
government agencies prior to each 
quarterly board meeting. Visits 
since March 2007 have includ-
ed the Department of Defense, 
the Office of Naval Research, 
the NIH, the environmental 
Protection Agency, the Food and 
Drug Administration, the NsF, 
and the U.s. Census Bureau. The 
AsA is committed to continuing 
these visits, and I welcome sugges-
tions for other agencies to visit.

Additionally, the associa-
tion has begun a dialogue with 
the Interagency Council on 
statistical Policy, particularly 
about the challenges of building 
and maintaining a significant 
pipeline of statisticians for the 
federal statistics system. 

The fourth method is dialogue 
with members. Pierson com-
municates with the membership 
about policy issues via his regular 

column in Amstat News. He also 
invites people to write articles 
exploring issues relating to fed-
eral statistics agencies, the first of 
which appeared in the February 
2009 issue: “On Planning for 
the 2020 Census,” by Hermann 
Habermann. 

The AsA serves not only its 
membership, but also the disci-
pline and society, and we have been 
successful in gaining momentum 
in policy forums. However, pro-
jecting a louder voice is not with-
out its challenges. we must pro-
tect and use our scientific integrity 
carefully. The AsA is a scientific 
society with a focused mission of 
promoting “the proper application 
of statistics,” using “our discipline 
to enhance human welfare,” and 
seeking “opportunities to advance 
the statistical profession,” among 
other goals. we have a responsibil-
ity to recommend and support an 
“appropriate share of public fund-
ing for scientific research and edu-
cation,” as stated in our strategic 
plan. we must make a decision 
to speak based on an established 
procedure and then do so in a 
transparent manner that allows 
open debate.

If we are to increase the vis-
ibility of statistics, and show its 
relevance and potential impact 
on policy making, we must add 
our voice. we must recognize the 
unique value of that voice and the 
importance of using it wisely and 
sparingly. As always, I welcome 
your thoughts about this issue and 
any others. Thank you.

February  
Amstat News 

issue 

Don’t Forget to Vote 
 
wait for your ballot to arrive by email.* 
Voting ends at midnight on May 15, 2009.

Candidates for  
ASA Board of Directors
President-elect
Nancy Geller, Office of Biostatistics Research, 
National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute, 
National Institutes of Health
Clyde Tucker, Bureau of Labor statistics

Vice President                                              
Roderick Little, University of Michigan school 
of Public Health
David W. Scott, Rice University

Council of Sections Board Representative 
Jessica Utts, University of California, Irvine
Constance Citro, Committee on National 
statistics
 
Council of Chapters Board Representative
Thomas H. Short, empire state Development
David Webb, U.s. Army Research Laboratory

*Those with email address not on file with the AsA will be sent  
a ballot by mail.



APRIL 2009 AmstAt News    15

June 1936 letter about the formation of the 
“Committee to Appraise the Statistical Evidence of the 
Causes of the 1929–1932 Business Collapse.” American 
Statistical Association Records, MS 349, Special 
Collections Department, Iowa State University Library.

The URL for the archive is www.lib.iastate.edu/spcl/
manuscripts/MS349.html. 

If you have questions, email spclref@iastate.edu or call 
(515) 294-6672.

Treasures from

ArchivesThe American statistical Association recently 
became an official 2010 Census Partner, work-
ing with the U.s. Census Bureau to help 

ensure a full and accurate count and to support the 
goals of the 2010 census. 

The AsA agreed to become a partner after three 
AsA presidents visited the bureau in December. 
“Because the [U.s.] Census Bureau is the largest fed-
eral statistical agency, we felt it was imperative to be 
as supportive as possible of the 2010 census, which is 
the nation’s largest peacetime mobilization,” said AsA 
President-elect sastry Pantula. 

“The accuracy and completeness of census data are 
critical to decisionmakers,” said sally Morton, cur-
rent AsA president. “Accurate census data drive the 
engine of good public policy. Not only do census 
data influence how trillions of dollars will be spent 
over the next 10 years, the data also help shape 
decisions about such services as public health, edu-
cation, and transportation.” 

Peter Lachenbruch, the AsA’s president in 2008, 
said, “As a partner of the 2010 Decennial Census, 
we hope that we can also educate people about the 
importance of filling out and returning the ques-
tionnaire.” He noted that “part of this is reminding 
people that all responses are confidential. Census 
employees regard privacy as paramount and only 
report data in aggregated reports, which makes 
identification impossible.”

The goal of the U.s. Census Bureau’s Partnership 
Program is to combine the strengths of local gov-
ernments, community-based organizations, faith-
based organizations, schools, media, businesses, 
and others to ensure a complete and accurate 2010 
Census. The bureau will provide promotional 
materials, regular updates, and data assistance to 
help in this effort. Through its partnerships, the 
bureau hopes to ensure the 2010 Census message 
is delivered to every corner of the nation.
As an official partner, the AsA will do the following:

Provide an AsA liaison to the 
U.s. Census Bureau
Promote awareness of the 2010 
Census to its 18,000 members
Use its web site and publications to remind 
members to return census questionnaires on time
For up-to-date information about the 2010 

Census, visit http://2010.census.gov/2010census.  n

ASA Becomes 
Official 2010 
Census Partner ASA
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statisticians have been involved in projects 
related to human rights for decades, and since 
the late 1970s, the American statistical 

Association has officially sanctioned those activities 
via its Committee on scientific Freedom and 
Human Rights (CsFHR). For most of that time, 
there has been a working relationship between the 
science and Human Rights Program of the 
American Association for the Advancement of 
science (sHRP-AAAs) and CsFHR, first during 
investigations into “disappeared” statisticians, and 
then for advancing the technology by which counts 
of human rights violations are estimated. On 
January 14 of this year, that relationship moved 
into a new phase with the launch of the sHRP-
AAAs science and Human Rights Coalition.

 Human Rights
statisticians seen, Heard at

Jana Asher

The product of more than two years of planning 
and hard work, the science and Human Rights 
Coalition is a network of scientific professional 
societies united in their dedication to human rights. 
The aim of the coalition is to encourage the devel-
opment of human rights awareness within scientific 
organizations, foster partnerships for human rights 
goals between those organizations, and facilitate and 
strengthen communication between the scientific 
and human rights communities. Any scientific asso-
ciation or individual scientist who believes scientists 
play a crucial role in human rights attainment is 
welcome to join the coalition, and membership is 
free. The planned activities currently fall under six 
categories. each of the first five activities is targeted 
by a separate working group within the coalition. 

Coalition Launch
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Welfare of Scientists
One of the oldest roles of human rights committees 
within scientific organizations, including the AsA, 
has been to pursue justice for scientists who have 
been denied their basic human rights. In the case of 
the AsA, such work has included investigating the 
“disappearances” of statisticians in Argentina who 
did not alter their statistics as desired by the ruling 
military party and fighting the revocation of aca-
demic degrees of Jewish statisticians by the soviet 
Union. The coalition aims to increase the number 
of scientific organizations involved in these types of 
efforts, circulate information about persecuted sci-
entists, and determine best practices for advocating 
for those scientists. 

Science Ethics and Human Rights
This working group strives to link international 
human rights principles with ethics codes across 
scientific disciplines. Its planned activities include 
reviewing the ethics codes of member scientific soci-
eties to determine which best incorporate human 
rights principles into scientific ethics and practice, 
developing a list of exemplar ethics codes based on 
that review, and encouraging internal review board 
processes and human research practices that are 
grounded in a human rights framework. 

Service to the Scientific Community
Although the AsA and many other professional 
societies have long-standing committees or working 
groups on human rights, other scientific organiza-
tions do not and are interested in helping to estab-
lish human rights as a priority. Many organizations 
do not have knowledge of the existing human rights 
community or how practitioners of their scientific 
discipline can contribute to human rights attain-
ment. This working group focuses on outreach to 
scientific organizations via mentoring activities and 
training and compiles resources for introducing 
human rights into discipline-specific curriculum 
and practice. 

Service to the Human Rights 
Community
Many, if not all, scientific disciplines can be used 
to advance human rights. In the case of statistics, 
random sample surveys have been used to docu-
ment human rights abuses or gather information 
to assist in human rights attainment. statistical 

modeling and other analysis techniques have been 
used to prosecute war criminals or disprove argu-
ments about the value of dictatorial governments. It 
is therefore not surprising that the organizing core 
of this working group included three statisticians 
and AsA members: susan Hinkins of the National 
Opinion Research Center, Hormuzd Katki of the 
National Institutes of Health, and Jana Asher of 
Carnegie Mellon University.

Activities in this category include identifying sci-
entific techniques and practices that have been used 
to enhance human rights attainment, determin-
ing further scientific methods that could be used 
to enable or improve human rights work, encour-
aging scientific pro bono work for human rights 
purposes (such as that pursued by the AsA special 
Interest Group on Volunteerism), and fostering 
links between interested scientists and the human 
rights community.

Education and Information Resources
each of the above activity areas relies on informed 
communication between scientists and the 
human rights community. This working group 
pursues the development of resources for educa-
tion and outreach, including but not limited to, 
written case studies, PowerPoint presentations, 
and informational pamphlets.

Article 15
Article 15 of the International Covenant on 
economic, social, and Cultural Rights recognizes 
the human right to “the benefits of scientific prog-
ress,” but practical advances in the attainment of 
that right across all populations have been scarce. 
The coalition hopes to work across scientific dis-
ciplines to tackle this long-neglected human right. 
The coalition, as a whole, plans to engage in activi-
ties that educate both the scientific community and 
the human rights community about the meaning 
and potential applications of Article 15. Individual 
working groups also leverage Article 15 to accom-
plish their goals.

Although these priority areas have been devel-
oped over the past two years, the ‘launch’ of the 
science and Human Rights Coalition 
marked the official introduction of 
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the coalition to a broad audience of scientific asso-
ciations, professional societies, academies, and indi-
vidual scientists. It provided an opportunity to learn 
about the mission and structure of the coalition, 
its areas of activity, and how scientific associations 
and individual scientists can become a part of this 
important new initiative. 

During the evening of the 14th, a panel of distin-
guished speakers, including former Irish President 
and United Nations Commissioner for Human 
Rights Mary Robinson, gave plenary remarks that 
focused on the need for a scientific coalition dedi-
cated to human rights principles. early speakers on 
the 15th outlined the nuts and bolts of the coali-
tion, including methods by which organizations and 
individual scientists may participate in its activities. 
Those remarks were followed by concurrent sessions 
outlining different ways in which scientists have 
contributed to human rights attainment in the past. 
statisticians participated in two of the three panels: 
Gary shapiro of westat, Inc., discussed the activities 
of the American statistical Association within the 
human rights community and Asher described spe-
cific projects in which she collected data for use by 
the human rights community to document abuses.

The remainder of the 15th and the morning of 
the 16th were devoted to planning activities among 
each of the working groups. The launch concluded 
with an overview of upcoming activities, including 
the next meeting of the coalition on July 24 at the 
AAAs headquarters in washington, DC. 

 The strong presence of statisticians active in the 
coalition and attending the launch was acknowl-
edged at various sessions and commented on by 
participants. steve Pierson, the AsA’s director of 
science policy, represented the AsA, and he and 
susan Hinkins will serve as the AsA’s first official 
representatives to the coalition. Other statisticians 

who attended include Fritz scheuren, Mary Gray, 
Art Kendall, Michael P. Cohen, safaa Amer, John s. 
Gardenier, and Turkan (Teri) Gardenier. 

Although the real work of the coalition is just 
beginning, it is already a vibrant and active group, 
united in its belief in the value of the scientific 
community in global fulfillment of human rights. 
If any of the activities described here appeal to you, 
the coalition welcomes your involvement. Further 
information can be found at http://shr.aaas.org/ 
coalition/index.shtml or by contacting AAAs science 
and Human Rights Program Director Mona Younis 
at myounis@aaas.org.  n

A working group meeting at the launch of the science and Human Rights 
Coalition of sHRP-AAAs. 

Photo courtesy of sHRP-AAAs
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This year marks the 170th birthday of the 
AsA, and the AsA welcomed its 100th pres-
ident just a few years ago. These milestones 

prompted us to consider how the association has 
grown and changed over time. Drawing on the 
annual presidential addresses and many of the 
significant political, social, and economic events 
of each respective decade, we are now assembling 
an electronic volume that examines key AsA 
issues and concerns in their historical context. 

In the December 2008 issue of Amstat News, we 
asked for your help in this ongoing effort. After susan 
Cocola Ross made a monumental effort to track down 
photographs and biographical information for each of 

the first 100 AsA presidents using the AsA archives, 
wikipedia, Google, etc., we tried the following:

Asking the membership for help, as we did 
in the December Amstat News article

writing to current AsA members who shared 
the same last name as former AsA presidents 

Using genealogical methods to track down 
persons for whom information is missing 

These approaches are yielding good results, but 
some data are still missing. we are open to other 
ideas, so please contact us with your suggestions for 
finding biographical information and (especially) 
photos for the following:

Brigadier General Leonard Porter 
Ayres – AsA president in 1926

John Koren – AsA president in 1914

Frank Leslie Hayford – AsA president in 1940

In addition, we are seeking volunteers to help 
conduct factual and historical reviews of the infor-
mation we have assembled. Contribute your time 
and learn about the development of our profes-
sion from some of our more luminary leaders. 
This is a work in progress. see how our discipline 
has responded to the need for statistics to enhance 
human welfare. This volume is a community-wide 
effort. support from statisticians and users of statis-
tics at all levels are welcome. To help, contact Fritz 
scheuren at scheuren@AOL.com. n

1 th7ASA Presidential History: 
An Update 

NISS Posts 
Interface Workshop 
Slides on Web

Complete slide presentations from several National Institute of 
statistical science (NIss) programs are now available online, 
including the following: 

Interface 2008, held May 21–24 in Durham, North 
Carolina, www.niss.org/interface2008/technical_talks.html

ITsew 2008: Multiple sources of error and Their Interaction, 
held June 2-4 in Research Triangle Park, North Carolina, 
www.niss.org/ITSEW/2008/itsew2008_presentations.html

NIss-OCC explorations workshop: exploring statistical 
Issues in Financial Risk Modeling and Banking Regulation, 
held February 5–6, 2009, in washington, DC, www.niss.org/

affiliates/financialrisk200902/financial_risk_home.html
More slide presentations will be posted 

to www.niss.org soon, so check back often. 
Click on events and follow the links to 
each event. n

Wendy Alvey and Beth Kilss
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In addition to the ASA, organizations that signed the letter are: 

•	 American	Association	for	Public 
	 Opinion	Research	(AAPOR)

•	 American	Educational	Research	Association	(AERA)

•	 Consortium	of	Social	Science	Associations	(COSSA)

•	 Council	of	Professional	Associations 
	 on	Federal	Statistics	(COPAFS)

•	 Marketing	Research	Association	(MRA)

•	 Population	Association	of	America	(PAA)

•	 Southern	Demographic	Association

ASA Letter Urges President Barack 
Obama to Accelerate Appointment of  
Census Director 

The AsA recently initiated 
a letter to President 
Barack Obama urging 

him to appoint a census director 
as soon as possible and to ensure 
the U.s. Census Bureau is shield-
ed from partisan politics. The 
letter, which was signed by repre-
sentatives of a number of profes-
sional societies representing a 
variety of fields, stresses the need 
for strong and decisive leadership 
of the bureau as the organization 
gears up for the 2010 Census.

“In order to ensure that pub-
lic confidence in the census is 
maintained, it is critical that the 
[U.s.] Census Bureau preserve 
its tradition of political indepen-
dence and that a director be in 
place in the very near future so 
he or she can take an active role 
in all of the preparations for the 
2010 census,” said AsA President 
sally Morton

The letter further recommends 
that the director selected should 
have “strong management and 
scientific skills, an understand-
ing of the bureau’s programs and 
surveys, and experience inter-
acting with the administration, 
Congress and the various census 
stakeholders.” n

“We urge you to continue the  
tradition of respecting the Census 
Bureau’s political independence.” 
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The American society for 
Quality (AsQ) will host 
a free career fair in con-

junction with the AsQ world 
Conference on Quality and 
Improvement, May 18–20, 2009, 
at the Minneapolis Convention 
Center in Minnesota.

The career fair, which is 
open to the public, will focus 
on quality professions in orga-
nizations such as Johnson & 
Johnson and Microsoft.

The fair will begin with free 
career development workshops 
for both professionals and stu-
dents. The workshops will 
include interview tips and tools, 
how to position your quality 
certification, résumé help, and 
much more. The career fair will 
continue with opportunities to 
network and talk to employers 

Opportunity Knocks 
for Midwest’s Jobless 

Junk Charts
Recycling chartjunk as junk art 
http: //junkcharts.typepad.com/junk_charts

The Work of Edward Tufte and  
Graphics Press
www.edwardtufte.com/tufte

Graph Jam
Music and culture for people who love charts 
http: //graphjam.com

Gallery of Data Visualization
The best and worst of statistical graphics 
www.math.yorku.ca/SCS/Gallery

Milestones in the History of Thematic 
Cartography, Statistical Graphics, and 
Data Visualization  
www.math.yorku.ca/SCS/Gallery/milestone

Visualization Papers
Research papers brought to you by the 
Computer science Division and the university 
of California, Berkeley
http: //vis.berkeley.edu/papers/tmaps

81 Optical Illusions and  
Visual Phenomena
www.michaelbach.de/ot/index.html

Visualization of complex networks
www.visualcomplexity.com/vc

Flowing Data
www.flowingdata.com

A demonstration of the “elastic list”  
principle for browsing multi-facetted  
data structures
http://well-formed-data.net/experiments/ 
elastic_lists

Correction
In the March issue of Amstat News, the current positions were listed 
incorrectly for some of the 2009 AsA election candidates. Their cur-
rent positions are listed below:

Constance F. Citro, Director, Committee on National 
statistics, National Academy of sciences, 2004

Jessica Utts, Professor, University of California, Irvine, 2008

Thomas H. short, Professor, Department of Mathematics 
and Computer science, John Carroll University, 2008

David w. webb, Mathematical statistician and Team 
Leader, weapons and Materials Research Directorate, 
U.s. Army Research Laboratory, 1985

we apologize for any inconvenience.

from a variety of industries look-
ing for quality employees.

space for the workshop is lim-
ited. For more information and 
to register, visit http://wcqi.asq.
org/career-fair. Registration will 
also be available onsite.

Discounted Rate
AsQ is offering a discounted 
regional registration rate to the 
world Conference on Quality 
and Improvement to everyone 
who resides in, or is a member of 
an AsQ section in, Minnesota, 
Iowa, Illinois, wisconsin, North 
Dakota, and south Dakota. 
Those eligible can register for 
only $735. To register, or for 
more information, visit http://
wcqi.asq.org.

To learn more about AsQ, 
visit www.asq.org.  n

Web Sites for Those 
Who Love Visual Data

AsQ World Conference includes  
free career fair



APRIL 2009 AmstAt News    23

The National Institutes of Health has a 
vigorous summer internship program in 
biomedical research for undergraduate and 

graduate students that lasts approximately 10 weeks. 
each of the NIH institutes and centers with 
on-campus research participates in this program, 
but the opportunities for biostatistics students have 
been relatively limited. To address this issue, the 
National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute 
(NHLBI) Office of Biostatistics Research (OBR) is 
now participating. Funding is provided by NHLBI, 
with stipends according to level of education. 

The rich environment of NHLBI allows students 
to gain experience in areas that are not normally 
part of an undergraduate education and provides 
them with insight into the functions of research in 
biostatistics. “For students that I directly mentor, 
the first part of the summer experience is a reading 
course in clinical trials,” said Nancy Geller, director 
of the Office of Biostatistics Research. “I set aside 
one hour every week to discuss material related to 
the readings. even though I have done this for the 
past seven years, the course has never been the same 
because the direction a discussion takes depends on 
the level of the student and the type of questions 
he or she asks.” 

Geller continues the summer with a student 
project, either an analysis of a real data set or a 
literature review. As an example, one student who 
was presented with a clinical data set involving a 
new medical imaging test asked if the test added 
value to the usual prognostic variables. The student 
was able to analyze the data using sAs (which she 
learned onsite). she met with medical investigators 
and, with guidance, wrote a memo summarizing 
her analyses. she became an author of the resulting 
medical paper, which helped her when she applied 
to graduate school. she is currently in a statistics 
PhD program. 

students in Geller’s program usually finish the 
summer attending meetings related to ongoing 
clinical trials and genetics studies. students can 
participate in conference calls and attend steering 
committee meetings, where ongoing studies are 
reviewed and potential studies discussed. Following 

such sessions, focused discussions with 
the students take place so they truly 
understand the proceedings and the role 
biostatisticians play in ongoing studies 
and the design of new studies. 

These activities are supplemented 
by more widely attended activities, both 
within the students’ area of focus and more 
generally. For example, there is an ongoing jour-
nal club in epidemiology and biostatistics in which 
presentations of current papers are given by mem-
bers of the staff. These sessions are geared toward 
the summer students so the students are exposed to 
several areas of research. At the end of the summer, 
students present their work. “Aside from free inter-
action with their mentor and other members of the 
Office of Biostatistics Research, the students bond 
with one another, becoming very close friends,” 
said Geller.

On a more general level, the NHLBI has 
activities to enhance students’ summer expe-
rience on the Bethesda, Maryland, campus. 
NHLBI summer students attend a series of lunch 
seminars that provide an opportunity for them 
to meet each other and become familiar with 
the spectrum of research, both clinical and sci-
entific, going on at NHLBI. “This gives interns 
the opportunity to extend their experience 
beyond biostatistics,” said Geller. “Moreover, 
they are encouraged to take advantage of the 
washington, DC, environment, both in terms 
of the statistical community and the rich cul-
tural and social environment afforded by the 
museums and other activities.”

For more information about the internships 
or to apply, visit http://dir.nhlbi.nih.gov/oe/ 
summerprogs.asp. n

Office of Biostatistics Now Involved in  
Internship Program 
students spend 10 weeks gaining hands-on experience

submissions sought for CsBIGs
Potential authors are invited to submit papers for future issues of 
Case Studies in Business, Industry, and Government Statistics. The 
next issues are due to appear in May and December of 2009. For 
information or to view the current issue, visit www.bentley. 
edu/csbigs.  n
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Got Supplements?

when the AsA moved its journals to http://
pubs.amstat.org, members got more than 
a much improved platform. The AsA 

greatly increased its ability to help authors publish. 
Print journals have served the AsA well for many 

years, but let’s face it, the printed page is limited in 
what it can deliver, and there are only so many pages 
to go around. extended appendices, proofs, and 
code were often left out or relegated to a second web 
site. That’s why we’re so excited about our new site. 
Authors can submit any and all materials that sup-
port their articles—R code, video, data sets, etc.

Of course, all the material is subject to editorial 
review for quality and relevance, just the same as the 
main articles. However, these supplements will now 

“travel” with the article as a more cohesive package. 
with a link right there by the article title in the 
table of contents, readers can access supplemental 
material with a single click.

Readers of the print versions will be alerted that 
supplemental materials are available online, but a 
web address won’t appear in print. why? Because 
these addresses go out of date quickly. subscribers 
will always be able to go to http://pubs.amstat.org to 
grab the material they need.

Following are the instructions for submitting 
supplemental materials. These can also be found at 
http://pubs.amstat.org/page/supplements or from any 
journal’s information for authors page.

Instructions for Submitting 
Supplemental Materials 

Authors are encouraged to submit supplemental 
materials to accompany their papers. supplemental 
materials may include files with computer code, 
data sets, detailed proofs of theorems, lengthy tables, 
extended appendices, and other files that illuminate 
the paper’s contributions.

These supplemental files should be supplied for 
review with the manuscript at initial submission. 
should the paper be accepted for publication, these 
materials will be published online. Following are 
the instructions for including your supplemental 
materials:

Add a note in your abstract stating that sup-
plemental materials are available online. Your 
note may specifically mention computer code, 
R packages, data sets, and/or appendices, or 

“With a link right there by the arti-
cle title in the table of contents, 
readers can access supplemental 
material with a single click.”

Make the most of your ASA membership 

Visit the ASA Members Only site:  
www.amstat.org/membersonly 

Partner discounts • Member forums • Enews archive

eric sampson, AsA Journals Manager
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may simply mention “supplemental materials,” 
whichever you think is appropriate.

If appropriate, the supplemental materials should 
be referenced in the body of your article.

Add a section to your paper titled “supplemental 
Materials.” This section should appear at the end 
of your paper, immediately before your reference 
list, and include a title and brief description 
of each supplemental item. In LaTeX, use the 
description environment to list your supplemen-
tary materials. For example,

\begin{description}

\item[Title:] Brief description. (file type)

\item[R-package for MYNew routine:] 
R-package „MYNew‰ containing code to 
perform the diagnostic methods described in the 
article. The package also contains all data sets 
used as examples in the article. (GNU zipped 
tar file)

\end{description}

Authors who do not 
use LaTeX should 
provide a similar list 
in their supplemental 
materials section.

Provide a note to the 
production editor that 
describes your supplemental materi-
als, including a list of the titles of each 
supplemental item and its file name.

If you have multiple supplemental files, it is 
appropriate to provide an archive (either .tar 
or .zip) that contains all the files. In this case, 
alert readers in your supplemental materials sec-
tion to the fact that all your supplemental files 
are contained in a single archive (and can be 
obtained via a single download). Also, alert the 
production editor in your note.

For more information, contact AsA Journals 
Manager eric sampson at eric@amstat.org.  n
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One of the primary missions of the AsA is to 
work for the improvement of statistical 
education at all levels. As the AsA’s K–16 

education manager, I have the opportunity to work 
with many wonderful people on projects aimed at 
enhancing statistical education and providing 
resources for teachers and students.

I serve as the AsA staff liaison to the AsA/
NCTM Joint Committee on Curriculum in 
statistics and Probability, the Membership 
surveys Committee, the Committee on scientific 
Freedom and Human Rights, and the Committee 
on student Pro Bono statistics. serving in this 
capacity means I have the opportunity to assist 
with many fascinating projects. 

some of the education projects I am involved with 
include the Meeting within a Meeting (MwM) 
workshop for K–12 Mathematics and science 
Teachers that is held in conjunction with the Joint 
statistical Meetings, webinars on K–12 statistics 
education topics for MwM workshop participants 
and AsA K–12 school Members, the AMATYC/
AsA web-based distance learning program, and 
student internship listings. Recently, I have become 
more involved in education policy by meeting with 
staff members of the U.s. House Committee on 
education and Labor. soon, I’ll be meeting with 
staff members of the U.s. senate Committee on 
Health, education, Labor, and Pension.

I also assist the AsA/NCTM Joint Committee 
with projects such as the Beyond AP statistics 
(BAPs) workshop, poster and project competi-
tions, the Statistics Teacher Network newsletter, 
sTatistics education web (sTew), activities stem-
ming from the GAISE Pre-K–12 Report, and various 
workshops. I have been able to present at or attend 
several professional meetings and am occasionally 
involved in outreach presentations and projects with 
local schools. In fact, I am looking forward to again 
attending the AP statistics reading this year. 

Before coming to the AsA, I taught introductory 
statistics courses for three years as a visiting instruc-
tor at Brigham Young University while working as 

Rebecca and husband, Luke, in front of Humayun’s Tomb 
in Delhi, India

staff spotlight
Rebecca Nichols

a statistician for the women’s Research Institute. 
I also worked as a statistician for the Institute for 
Circumpolar Health studies and Providence Alaska 
Medical Center in Anchorage, Alaska. I have a 
bachelor’s and master’s degree in statistics, both 
from Brigham Young University.

On a personal note, I am originally from salt 
Lake City, Utah, and the younger of two children. 
My parents, brother, sister-in-law, and two adorable 
nieces live in the salt Lake City area. My husband, 
Luke, is originally from Anchorage. Most of his 
family still lives there (including more cute nieces 
and nephews), although his parents are currently in 
Bangalore, India. we were fortunate to visit them 
over Christmas 2007 and travel throughout India 
and sri Lanka. I enjoy traveling, painting (oil and 
watercolor), outdoor activities (scuba diving, camp-
ing, hiking, snowshoeing, snowmobiling, and Utah 
skiing), visiting family and friends, and, of course, 
spending time with Luke. when the weather is 
nice on saturdays, Luke and I can often be found 
visiting sights near or far or sitting along the 
water—Luke fishing while I paint a landscape in 
my watercolor journal. 

I have enjoyed working at the AsA since I started 
here almost three years ago. I appreciate and value 
the atmosphere of teamwork and collegiality I have 
found here, and I have enjoyed working with and 
learning from other statisticians, statistics educators, 
AsA members, and staff colleagues. If there is any-
thing I can assist you with, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at rebecca@amstat.org. n
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www.siam.org · www.amstat.org · 1-800-447-SIAM · +1-215-382-9800

Data Clustering: Theory,
Algorithms, and Applications
Guojun Gan, Chaoqun Ma, 
and Jianhong Wu
2007 · xviii + 466 pages · Soft · ISBN 978-0-898716-23-8
List $114.00 · ASA/SIAM Member $79.80 · Code SA20

The Structural Representation of
Proximity Matrices with MATLAB
Lawrence Hubert, Phipps Arabie, 
and Jacqueline Meulman
2006 · xvi + 214 pages · Soft · ISBN 978-0-898716-07-8 
List $79.00 · ASA/SIAM Member $55.30 · Code SA19

The Analysis of Means: A Graphical
Method for Comparing Means,
Rates, and Proportions
Peter R. Nelson, Peter S. Wludyka, 
and Karen A. F. Copeland
2005 · xii + 247 pages · Soft · ISBN 978-0-898715-92-7
List $85.00 · ASA/SIAM Member $59.50 · Code SA18

Design and Analysis of Gauge R&R
Studies: Making Decisions with
Confidence Intervals in Random 
and Mixed ANOVA Models
Richard K. Burdick, Connie M. Borror, 
and Douglas C. Montgomery
2005 · xviii + 201 pages · Soft · ISBN 978-0-898715-88-0
List $60.00 · ASA/SIAM Member $42.00 · Code SA17

Anthology of Statistics in Sports
Edited by Jim Albert, Jay Bennett, 
and James J. Cochran
2005 · x + 322 pages · Soft · ISBN 978-0-898715-87-3
List $65.00 · ASA/SIAM Member $45.50 · Code SA16

Experimental Design 
for Formulation*
Wendell F. Smith
2005 · xx + 367 pages · Soft · ISBN 978-0-898715-80-4
List $105.00 · ASA/SIAM Member $73.50 · Code SA15

Mathematica Laboratories 
for Mathematical Statistics: 
Emphasizing Simulation and 
Computer Intensive Methods
Jenny Baglivo
2004 · xx + 260 pages · Soft · ISBN 978-0-898715-66-8
List $75.00 · ASA/SIAM Member $52.50 · Code SA14
Includes Student CD-ROM · An Instructor’s CD-ROM
with complete solutions (ISBN 978-0-898715-70-5) is 
available upon adoption of text.

*A portion of the royalties from the sale of this book
are contributed to the SIAM student travel fund.

Bayesian Nonparametrics 
via Neural Networks*
Herbert K. H. Lee
2004 · x + 96 pages · Soft · ISBN 978-0-898715-63-7
List $46.50 · ASA/SIAM Member $32.55 · Code SA13

Applied Adaptive Statistical
Methods: Tests of Significance and
Confidence Intervals
Thomas W. O’Gorman
2003 · xiv + 174 pages · Soft · ISBN 978-0-898715-53-8
List $68.50 · ASA/SIAM Member $47.95 · Code SA12

Fuzzy Logic and Probability
Applications: Bridging the Gap
Edited by Timothy J. Ross, Jane M.
Booker, and W. Jerry Parkinson
2002 · xxiii + 409 pages · Hard · ISBN 978-0-898715-25-5
List $131.00 · ASA/SIAM Member $91.70 · Code SA11

Recurrent Events Data Analysis
for Product Repairs, Disease
Recurrences, and Other
Applications
Wayne B. Nelson
2002 · xii + 151 pages · Hard · ISBN 978-0-898715-22-4
List $97.50 · ASA/SIAM Member $68.25 · Code SA10

Multivariate Statistical Process
Control with Industrial Applications 
Robert L. Mason and John C. Young
2001 · xiii + 263 pages · Hard · ISBN 978-0-898714-96-8
List $80.50 · ASA/SIAM Member $56.35 · Code SA09
Includes CD-ROM

A Primer for Sampling Solids,
Liquids, and Gases: Based on the
Seven Sampling Errors of Pierre Gy
Patricia L. Smith
2001 · xx + 96 pages · Hard · ISBN 978-0-898714-73-9
List $59.00 · ASA/SIAM Member $41.30 · Code SA08

Eliciting and Analyzing Expert
Judgment: A Practical Guide
Mary A. Meyer and Jane M. Booker
2001 · xxxii + 459 pages · Hard · ISBN 978-0-898714-74-6
List $104.50 · ASA/SIAM Member $73.15 · Code SA07

Introduction to Matrix Analytic
Methods in Stochastic Modeling
G. Latouche and V. Ramaswami
1999 · xiv + 334 pages · Soft · ISBN 978-0-898714-25-8
List $73.50 · ASA/SIAM Member $51.45 · Code SA05

Statistical Case Studies: 
A Collaboration Between Academe
and Industry
Edited by Roxy Peck, Larry D. Haugh, 
and Arnold Goodman
Instructor Ed.: 1998 · xxxi + 282 pages · Soft
ISBN 978-0-898714-13-5 · List $67.00
ASA/SIAM Member $46.90 · Code SA03
Student Ed.: 1998 · xxxi + 181 pages · Soft
ISBN 978-0-898714-21-0 · List $40.50
ASA/SIAM Member $28.35 · Code SA04

Engineering Reliability
Richard E. Barlow
1998 · xx + 199 pages · Soft · ISBN 978-0-898714-05-0
List $71.50 · ASA/SIAM Member $50.05 · Code SA02
Instructor’s Manual: ISBN 978-0-898714-26-5
SA06 free with book

Statistical Case Studies for
Industrial Process Improvement
Edited by Veronica Czitrom 
and Patrick D. Spagon
1997 · xxviii + 514 pages · Soft · ISBN 978-0-898713-94-7
List $75.50 · ASA/SIAM Member $52.85 · Code SA01

Visit www.siam.org/catalog for more books and to order online.

3/09

Titles from the
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RESEARCH CONFERENCE
 CALL FOR PAPERS
November 2-4, 2009
Washington, DC

The Federal Committee on Statistical Methodology (FCSM) is planning a research conference to be held at the 
Washington Convention Center, Washington, DC, on November 2-4, 2009. The conference will feature mostly contrib-
uted papers with formal discussion and software demonstrations on topics related to a variety of statistical research 
issues. Papers and demonstrations should address methodology, empirical studies, relevant issues, or needs for 
statistical research. Papers must be original and not previously published or disseminated.

Possible topics include but are not limited to:
Survey design and data collection

Questionnaire design issues•	
Improving coverage and response rates•	
Instrument design and pretesting•	
Survey integration and cross-survey planning •	
Treatment of missing data/imputation methods•	
Uses of innovative methods for data collection,  •	

 processing, and dissemination
Advances in frame development for censuses   •	

 and surveys
Model-based survey estimation adjustment•	
Innovative methods in sample design and   •	

 estimation
Data editing•	
Web data collection•	
Collection and analysis of survey paradata•	
Development of economic statistical indicators•	

Analysis
Bayesian statistical methods•	
Variance estimation•	
Exposure analysis and modeling•	
Forecasting, time series, and seasonal  •	

 adjustment
Methods of statistical / econometric modeling•	
Meta-analysis•	
Application of microdata techniques to economic  •	

 data
Analysis of complex surveys•	
Sample design and estimation •	

Evaluation 
Census and survey evaluation methodologies•	
Innovative approaches to program evaluation•	
Measuring data quality•	
Nonsampling error: estimation and evaluation•	

Cross-cutting topics
Statistical issues in national security•	
Confidentiality,	privacy,	and	disclosure	issues	in		•	

 data dissemination and linkage
Data mining, warehousing, and metadata•	
Design and analysis of longitudinal studies•	
Measurement issues and bridging changes in   •	

	 classification	systems
Use of data for policymaking•	
Statistical uses of administrative records•	
Nonresponse research•	
Usability testing•	
Quality standards, best practices, and  •	

 guidelines
Quality of administrative records•	
Geospatial statistics•	
Research on economic measurement concepts   •	

 and techniques
Statistical literacy and communication of results•	

To submit a paper or demonstration for consideration, submit the abstract online by April 10, 2009. All conference information can be ac-
cessed at the FCSM Web site: www.fcsm.gov/events. 

To obtain conference information or to be 
included on the mailing list, contact:
Anna Holaus, Conference Coordinator 
Email: fcsm@census.gov  
Phone: 301-763-2308 
Fax: 301-763-3682 

For questions about abstracts contact: 
Dawn E. Haines, Program Chair 
Email: dawn.e.haines@census.gov 
Phone: 301-763-4881 
Fax: 301-763-4310
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Keith Crank, AsA Assistant Director for Research and Graduate education

Funding Opportunities

February and March were 
active months for federal 
budgets. In February, 

Congress passed the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(also called the stimulus pack-
age). At the end of the month, 
President Barack Obama released 
his overall plan for the 2010 bud-
get, and in early March, Congress 
was working on its appropria-
tions for the 2009 fiscal year 
(which started last October). 
How do these activities affect 
science, generally, and statistics, 
in particular?

The American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act added 
$21.5 billion of federal fund-
ing for research and develop-
ment (R&D). More than half of 
these R&D funds were added to 
the appropriations for NsF and 
NIH, the two agencies that pro-
vide the bulk of federal research 
funding for academic statisticians 

and biostatisticians. 
(see the table 
“Appropriations 
and Requests for 
NsF and NIH.”) 
In its omnibus 
appropriations bill 
for fiscal year 2009, the 
House of Representatives 
also included $36.8 billion for 
R&D for these two agencies. 
(The senate is still debating this 
bill.) And the outline for the 2010 
budget has $7.0 billion for NsF. 
(The NIH budget for 2010 is not 
clear, as it is part of the budget for 
the U.s. Department of Health 
and Human services.) what does 
this mean for statistics?

National Science 
Foundation
Let’s start with NsF. In fiscal 
year 2008, NsF received just 
more than $6.0 billion, of which 
$4.8 billion was for research and 

related activities (R&RA). (R&RA 
is the money NsF spends to fund 
research proposals. education pro-
posals, as well as administration, 
salaries, oversight, etc., come out of 
the $1.2 billion difference between 

What the Stimulus Could Mean for 
Statistics Funding

Agency FY2008
FY2009 (House) 

Omnibus
Stimulus FY2010

NSF Total $	6.1	billion $	6.5	billion $	3.0	billion $7.0	billion

NSF R&RA $	4.8	billion $	5.2	billion $	2.5	billion *

NIH $29.5	billion $30.3	billion $10.2	billion *

*FY2010 details will be available in April

Appropriations and Requests for NSF and NIH
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the overall appropriations and the 
R&RA appropriations.) For fiscal 
year 2009, there is $6.5 billion of 
appropriations in the House ver-
sion of the omnibus appropria-
tions bill ($5.2 billion in R&RA), 
plus $3.0 billion from the stimu-
lus ($2.5 billion for R&RA). This 
would be an increase of $3.5 bil-
lion overall and $2.9 billion 
for R&RA, or roughly a 60% 
increase. How will NsF spend 
this money? (Note: If Congress 
is unable to reach agreement on 
the omnibus appropriations bill, 
the most likely alternative will be 
a continuing resolution through 
the end of the year that sets fiscal 
year 2009 appropriations at their 
fiscal year 2008 levels.)

while there has been little 
word from NsF about its plans 
for the additional funding, I 
believe there are basically three 
ways for NsF to spend the 
money: 1) fund more proposals, 
2) provide more funding to those 
proposals that are funded, or 3) 
reduce debt. 

As the goal of the stimulus 
package is to create jobs and 
spend more money, the third 
option is not viable as a main 
strategy (especially since NsF 
will be required to track the 
stimulus funding separately 
from its regular appropria-
tions). so, some combination 
of the first two is most likely. 
But, what does this mean for 
statisticians? 

If you submitted a proposal 
to NsF last fall, your odds of 
getting funded have probably 

gone up. Instead of 
funding 25%–

30% of its research proposals, 
the statistics Program may 
be able to fund 35%–40%. 
(Overall, NsF hopes to fund 
32% of the proposals submitted 
in fiscal year 2009.) In addi-
tion, more graduate students and 
postdocs are likely to be funded 
this year. If you already have 
an NsF grant, you may not be 
directly affected by the stimulus, 
as NsF has decided not to fund 
supplements from this money.

Although reducing debt is 
not likely to be the main strategy 
for spending the additional NsF 
funds, it is likely to be part of the 
strategy, as this is a way for NsF 
to ‘carry over’ funds into the next 
fiscal year. specifically, I expect 
NsF program officers to put 
more of their funds into standard 
awards, where all the funding is 
given this year, even though the 
award is expected to last multiple 
years. All the stimulus money will 
be used this way, since it is a one-
time addition to the budget.

If this is done and the presi-
dent’s fiscal year 2010 budget for 
NsF is approved, there will be 
more money available for grants 
next year. so, you should plan 
to write a proposal for funding 
in fiscal year 2010. (Proposals 
must be submitted between 
October 23 and November 7 
for the statistics and Probability 
Program.) specific increases are 
expected for junior researchers 
and research in climate change.

some of NsF’s stimulus 
funds are specifically for infra-
structure activities. In particu-
lar, $300 million is for Major 
Research Instrumentation (MRI) 
and another $200 million is to 
revive the Academic Research 
Infrastructure program. I have 
been told that NsF will be run-
ning a second competition for 
MRI and will release a solici-
tation for Academic Research 
Infrastructure this month.

National Institutes of 
Health
Turning to NIH, we also see large 
percentage increases in funding. 
The stimulus package includes 
$10.2 billion for NIH, while 
the House version of the omni-
bus appropriations bill includes 
$30.3 billion. Combined, this 
is an additional $11.1 billion, 
compared to fiscal year 2008, 
and would bring the total NIH 
budget for fiscal year 2009 to 
$40.5 billion.

NIH plans to use the addi-
tional funding to make awards 
to proposals that have already 
been submitted, but has 
announced an additional com-
petition (Challenge Grants) for 
two-year proposals that could 
have an immediate impact on 
the economy. (see http://grants.
nih.gov/grants/funding/challenge_
award.) These Challenge Grants 
are expected to advance the sci-
ence while presenting significant 
findings within a two-year time 
frame. The deadline for submis-
sions is April 27.

At NIH, it is not clear what 
the increased funding means for 
statistics or statisticians. And it 
probably won’t be possible to 
determine its effect, either. (At 
NsF, we’ll be able to see how 
many awards are made by the 
statistics Program and compare 
that to previous years.) But, stat-
isticians are likely to benefit from 
the increased funding, along with 
other scientific disciplines.

For more information about 
funding under the stimulus 
package, visit www.recovery.gov. 
Any new solicitations due to the 
stimulus package should be avail-
able on the agency’s web site and 
at www.grants.gov.

To contact me, send an email 
to keith@amstat.org. Questions 
or comments about this article, 
as well as suggestions for future 
articles, are always welcome.  n
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method for conveying a message, the group pres-
ents its recommendation to the board. If you have 
a topic on which you think the AsA Board should 
make a statement, please contact me. 

Building  Infrastructure
Another aspect of science policy activity at the 
AsA could be characterized as infrastructure build-
ing. what aspects of what statisticians do are most 
useful for policymakers? which accomplishments 
should we publicize? what are the options we 
should use? 

One of the projects in this category is a series called 
statistical significance (statsig), whose purpose is to 
demonstrate to Congress and other policymakers the 
importance of statistics to our country and, to a lesser 
extent, to educate this audience about what statistics 
is. The plan is to have a statsig on a variety of themes, 
including economy, health, environment, defense 
and national security, agriculture, and government 
statistics. statsig prototypes on the economy, health 
care, and agriculture are available at www.amstat.org/
outreach/pdfs/StatSignificancePrototypes.pdf and others 

steve Pierson, AsA Director of science Policy, pierson@amstat.org

Science Policy News

March marks the one-year anniversary of the 
creation of the AsA’s science policy office. 
The office is in ramp-up mode, but prog-

ress is being made—I hope you have noticed the activ-
ity! I would like to use this month’s column to review 
some of the activities of the past year. As a reminder, 
the guiding principle for AsA science policy is to inte-
grate statisticians into the policymaking process. we 
also are active advocates for statistics research funding 
and the federal statistics agencies. 

Active in the Community
During this first year, the AsA science policy 
office became active in numerous communities 
that share AsA interests. such connections are 
important because it seldom happens that a single 
group can achieve its policy objectives alone. On 
basic research funding, the AsA became active in 
coalitions that support funding for NIH, NsF, 
NCHs, the Decennial Census, and sTeM edu-
cation. As AsA President sally Morton mentions 
in her column this month, we have signed numer-
ous letters involving this and other issues. These 
letters can be viewed at www.amstat.org/outreach/ 
scipolicyletters.cfm.

we also became active with other groups in pro-
moting risk-limiting vote tabulation election audits, 
advising Congress and policymakers on climate 
change issues, supporting federal statistics agencies, 
and fostering communication and partnerships on 
human rights among scientific associations and with 
human rights communities. 

Followers of the AsA Board meetings will have 
noticed an increase in the number of statements and 
science policy actions since 2007. The board issued 
statements on climate change, election integrity, and 
disclosure risk. It also endorsed a set of election audit-
ing principles and a bill to make the U.s. Census 
Bureau independent, as well as give its director a fixed, 
five-year term. 

The process for board statements has evolved 
in the last year. It begins with assembling a team of 
AsA experts whose charge is to examine an issue 
and develop a recommendation for the board. That 
group may conduct its business through conference 
calls and emails, tap the AsA’s extensive network 
of experts, or request outside perspectives. Once 
a group reaches consensus on both content and 

State of ASA’s Science Policy

statistical significance (statsig) series

ASA Science Policy Actions

AsA signs letters in support of funding for NIH, 
NCHs, FDA, and other health programs 

AsA urges quick appointment of u.s. Census Bureau director 
and signs letter in support of the bureau’s independence 
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are under development. As one example of their use, 
statsigs will be included in the packets to be deliv-
ered during meetings with Capitol Hill staffers. 

To encourage statsig contributions, the AsA 
scientific and Public Affairs (sPA) Committee is 
sponsoring a competition for all 2009 JsM poster 
presenters. (see the announcement on Page 17 
of the March issue of Amstat News and at www.
amstat.org.) Contributions from others to the 
statistical significance series also are welcome. 

I would also characterize this column as part of 
the AsA’s infrastructure building because I view it as 
a means to inform AsA members about science poli-
cy opportunities and developments. Followers of this 
column will notice I use guest columnists to better 
achieve this end, and I welcome any suggestions.

ASA Member Activities
To illustrate some of the more significant activities 
of the first year, let me discuss a few topics. A group 
led by Amy Braverman and Mark Berliner has been 
examining ways to productively advise Congress (or 
at least congressional staffers) on climate change 
issues. As their interest in advising Congress is 
broader than this issue, they view their work as a 
pilot project for statisticians. The group has been 
meeting with congressional staffers, both by phone 
and in person, to discuss the contribution statistics 
can make and to hear the staffers’ advice. They have 
found the staffers to be receptive to the contribu-
tions statisticians can make, but generally unaware 
of the AsA and the role statisticians can play. The 
group will report on its progress, experience, and 
findings during JsM 2009. 

The AsA also has a group of members working 
to improve vote tabulation audits. In such an audit, 
a sample of paper ballots is counted and that tally is 

compared to the machine tally for those same ballots. 
statisticians can help election officials select the ballot 
batches so the risk of an incorrect outcome is mini-
mized and the efficiency of the audit is maximized. 
statisticians and the AsA have been involved in devel-
oping and endorsing principles and best practices for 
such audits, advising election officials in Colorado 
about how to improve their elections, developing 
methods for risk-limiting audits, and commenting 
on administrative rules for existing laws. 

Supporting Statistical Agencies
The AsA science policy office also has been building 
capacity to better support federal statistics agencies. 
For example, the AsA agreed to become a partner 
with the 2010 Census, endorsed the bill to make 
the U.s. Census Bureau independent, and urged a 
speedy appointment of a census director. we’ve also 
produced a short report to inform the work force 
about issues federal statistics agencies face, and we’re 
exploring ways to better support these agencies. 

ASA Member Opportunities
The AsA continues to be active in nominating 
its members for various positions and advisory 
committees, including those with the NsF MPs 
AC, NsF eHR AC, NsF sBe director, National 
Assessment Governing Board, FDA science Board, 
and the Census Advisory Committee on the 
Hispanic Population.

Looking ahead, having JsM in washington, DC, 
is an excellent opportunity to showcase the contribu-
tions statisticians can make. A large part of this will 
be through the congressional visits that 50 of you 
will make on Thursday, August 6. (see sidebar and 
please check online to sign up.) This effort will be an 
excellent opportunity to discuss with congressional 
staff the role of statistics. There also will be a number 
of policy talks at JsM along the theme of “statistics: 
From evidence to Policy.”

The current environment in washington is favor-
able to statisticians. President Barack Obama men-
tioned statistics early in his inauguration speech, 
after referring to our economy, health, education, 
energy, and environment challenges: “These are the 
indicators of crisis, subject to data and statistics.” 
we’ve also heard how this administration’s approach 
will be evidence-based and data-driven. As I’ve said 
previously, it is incumbent upon us to take advan-
tage of this. we must reach out to this administra-
tion and educate other policymakers about our role; 
this will be one of the top priorities for the AsA 
science policy office in year two. n

JSM Congressional Visits: Sign-Up Begins April 20 

To take advantage of JsM being in our nation’s capitol, the 
AsA science Policy Office invites AsA members to be part 
of visits to the offices of their congressional representatives 
during the last day of JsM, Thursday, August 6. Participants will 
be prepped on how to conduct successful meetings with Hill 
staffers and the requests we will be making (as determined 
by the AsA Board in an upcoming meeting.) Participants 
also will be provided with materials to explain and support 
the AsA requests. Participants will schedule the meetings in 
advance, with support and instructions from the AsA science 
Policy Office. To sign up, go to www.amstat.org/meetings/
jsm/2009/index.cfm?fuseaction=capitolhill  beginning April 20.



APRIL 2009 AmstAt News    33



34    AmstAt News APRIL 2009



APRIL 2009 AmstAt News    35

MEETINGS

It won’t be long before the AsA staff starts pro-
moting JsM 2009 to the local and national 
media. To do the best job, they need the help of 

every presenter. Let me explain…
The majority of media simply doesn’t know 

or understand much about statistics, so the titles 
of many of the sessions don’t make a lot of sense 
to them and don’t pique their interest. when you 
write titles for your presentations, it makes sense 
to use terms you and your colleagues know and 
understand. If you want to garner media attention, 
however, you have to make it easy for the media to 
determine if their audiences would be interested.

Let me give you an example. Knut wittkowski 
presented a Continuing education course at JsM 
2008 titled “U-statistics for scoring Multivariate 
Data: From sports to Genetics.” I didn’t quite 
know what to do with it … how to promote it and 
to whom? Then wittkowski sent me a new title: 
“Biostatistics Methodology Yields More Objective 
Olympic Rankings.” As the Olympics were about 
to begin, this was a timely title. Understandably, the 
original title made a great deal of sense to statisti-
cians, but the concept of objective Olympic rank-
ings was something everyone could understand. 

we need to serve all our JsM audiences equally 
well. In the case of wittkowski’s course, we could 
have used the following title/subtitle combina-
tions to make the topic more understandable to 
the media:

Biostatistics Methodology Yields More 
Objective Olympic Rankings
U-Statistics for scoring multivariate data, 
from sports to genetics

Or
u-statistics for scoring Multivariate 
Data: From sports to Genetics
Biostatistics methodology yields more 
objective Olympic rankings

 

Getting 
Media Attention 

Rosanne e. Desmone, AsA Public Relations specialist 

for Your JSM Session

There was a number of folks at JsM 2008 who were 
able to provide titles that were clear to pretty much 
anyone. I want to point them out here, so you’ll 
see exactly what I am talking about. These examples 
were easily understood by the media.

Who (Really) Are the First Boomers?
Much was written when the “first person” born in 
1946 applied for social security. since world war II 
did not end until August 15, 1945, one might think 
the ‘post war’ baby boom could not start much 
before nine months later, or mid-May 1945. This 
paper looks at the monthly time series of births to 
determine the start of the Baby Boom. It uses mod-
ern series techniques to determine when there was 
a “break in series” that would constitute the begin-
ning of a boom. It also will examine other data to 
put the beginning of the boom into context. 

What’s Wrong with This Picture?
Introductory statistics classes and texts frequently 
start with graphical methods. In teaching students 
why and how to produce and interpret graphical 
displays, care is needed to ensure the displays do not 
distort or omit important information. For exam-
ple, a histogram display of time series data loses the 
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sequential nature of the data. we should avoid 
asking students to do such plots just to practice 
making histograms. I present some examples that 
illustrate this concern and suggest some principles 
to teach students, along with the mechanics of cre-
ating data displays. 

It Really Is Getting 
Warmer
Global warming is gaining attention 
as a major threat. This paper focuses on 
weather data collected for one city—Lubbock, 
Texas—over a time period of 93 years. New tem-
perature records are being set every year in Lubbock, 
and our goal was to determine if these records are 
typical or a byproduct of a warming climate. To 
answer these questions, two methods were employed 
to investigate the available data. The first was to fit 
the data to the generalized extreme value distribu-
tion. This method produced inconclusive results, 
but did give the impression that warming exists. 
To check this belief, a second method involved a 
time series data processing technique known as 
“Loess” smoother to determine the magnitude of 
the increasing daily temperatures over time. The 
results suggest a three-degree temperature increase 
in Lubbock over the last 93 years. 

Understanding Online Advertisers
Users of search engines (ses) are often regarded as 
the primary constituents of successful ses. The pay-
ing customers, namely advertisers, enable the free 
services that ses provide, and yet they are not as 
well understood as the user population. we discuss 
several studies that focus on advertisers’ methods 
for evaluating usefulness of new tools to manage 
their campaigns and methods for assessing cam-
paign effectiveness. we also introduce the concept 
of advertiser graphs as a vehicle to better understand 
advertisers and their inter-relationships. 

what do these titles and descriptions have in 
common? They are brief and to the point, some 
offer a bit of a ‘tease,’ and the descriptions are writ-
ten in such a way that almost anyone can understand 
them. I’m not saying you have to throw out your ses-
sion titles, but I am suggesting you consider a title/
subtitle that is descriptive to nonstatisticians.  

If your session title lends itself to subtitling in this 
way, please send me an email at rosanne@amstat.org 
with your session number, title, and subtitle. This 
will help me do a more comprehensive job of pro-
moting JsM and your session.  n

“[T]he descriptions are written in such a way that 
almost anyone can understand them. ”

Participants Needed 
for the JSM 2009 ‘DC 
Duke-Out’ 

Q: “If the Hotel California were a state in a Markov chain, 
how would you describe it?” 

A:  “Absorbing—you can check in any time you like, but 
you can never leave.”

The statBowl is gearing up for a “DC Duke-Out” at JsM 2009, 
with statistics questions like this one. stephanie Cano and 
Mike Anderson from the University of Texas at san Antonio 

are hard at work, conspiring to stump 16 of the keenest students from 
around the country with statistics trivia that are both fun and chal-
lenging. If the challenge doesn’t inspire you, then perhaps the incen-
tives will. There will be gifts for all participants and special prizes for 
the top two scoring individuals and the top scoring team. In a con-
tinuing effort to encourage graduate student attendance and participa-
tion at JsM, the American statistical Association also will provide 
travel support, up to $500, for registered participants.

students are currently being accepted into the 2009 tournament 
on a first-come, first-in basis. Inquiries about the bowl or requests 
to be registered as a contestant can be made online at http://business.
utsa.edu/scc/statbowl. A maximum of 16 players will be allowed in the 
contest, with no more than two from each university. A waiting list 
will be established to fill unexpected vacancies should they occur at 
game time.  n
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Annapolis: Highlighting 
the U.S. Naval Academy

Sunday, August 2,  
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Thursday, August 6, 
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Annapolis is the capital of 
Maryland and nestled on the 
severn River at the mouth 
of the Chesapeake Bay. This 
walking tour begins at the 
state House, where George 
washington resigned his com-
mission as commander-in-chief 
of the Continental Armies and 
the Treaty of Paris—ending the 
Revolutionary war—was signed. 
The tour continues to the campus 
of st. Johns College, the third-old-
est college in the nation and the 
site of the famous Liberty Tree, 
where the sons of Liberty met to 
plan the overthrow of the colonial 
government. Continuing on, the 
tour will stop at the United states 
Naval Academy and the Academy 
Chapel. You will enjoy lunch on 
your own at one of the many 
restaurants or pubs that line the 
Annapolis waterfront. $75.

The following is a list of tours organized by 
the AsA’s Meetings Department and offered 
to those attending JsM this year in 

washington, DC. Most tours are limited in size, so 
it’s a good idea to purchase tickets early. Tickets 
must be purchased by July 16 to guarantee avail-
ability. (For an additional $5, tickets will be sold 
onsite; however, ticket availability is not guaran-
teed.) The AsA reserves the right to cancel tours 
with low advance registration. To register for JsM 
and buy tickets for the tours, visit www.amstat.org/
meetings/jsm/2009.

The Kennedys:  
A Georgetown  
Walking Tour

Sunday, August 2,  
10:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Monday, August 3,  
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Tuesday, August 4,  
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
explore Georgetown through 
the eyes and life of Jacqueline 
Kennedy. The Kennedys 
spent many years living in 
several locations throughout 
Georgetown. Your walking tour 
will touch on other Kennedys 
who nested here and note where 
the clan ate and shopped. 

Georgetown began as an 
18th-century tobacco port, 
which grew to the 19th-century 
C&O Canal, flour and paper 
mills, a tannery, and a bottling 
factory. working-class citizens 
lived throughout Georgetown, 

Lined Up for JSM

Fun, Informative Tours

shopping on M street 
in Georgetown

Photo courtesy of Destination DC

Historic Tour of  
Mt. Vernon 

Sunday, August 2,  
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Thursday, August 6, 
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Mount Vernon is the home of 
President George washington. 
You will tour the mansion and 
surrounding service build-
ings and view examples of 
washington’s brilliance as an 
architect, surveyor, and farmer. 
The Mount Vernon tour 
includes two new facilities: Ford 
Orientation Center and the 
Donald w. Reynolds Museum 
and education Center. By 
exploring 25 galleries and 
theaters, you will learn about 
washington’s exceptional life 
and accomplishments through 
interactive displays, a major 
movie, short films produced 
by The History Channel, and 
other high-tech, immersing 
experiences. $64
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The Neighborhoods of 
Washington, DC 
(Adams Morgan, Capitol Hill, 
Chinatown, Embassy Row)

Monday, August 3,  
2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Tuesday, August 4,  
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Wednesday, August 5, 
2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
washington, DC, is a busy, 
lively, and ever-changing home 
to thousands. The great cross-
section of American life can be 
seen in the diverse population 
and culture here. washington, 
DC, is home to more than a 
half million citizens, covering 
67 square miles that are divided 
into four quadrants: Northwest, 
Northeast, southwest, and 
southeast. You will experience 
some of washington’s wonderful 
neighborhoods and discover why 
so many think it is a wonderful 
place to live. $40

Monuments by 
Moonlight

Monday, August 3,  
8:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m.

Wednesday, August 5, 
8:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m.
As twilight prevails over the capi-
tal city, you will begin an evening 
amidst the famous landmarks of 
washington, DC. You will get a 
star-lit view of the washington 
Monument, world war II 
Memorial, Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial, Lincoln Memorial, and 
Korean war Veterans Memorial. 
As you re-board your motor-
coach, the tour will continue past 
the Jefferson Memorial and stop 
at the Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
Memorial. Finally, you will pass 
Arlington National Cemetery and 
proceed to the Marine Corps war 
Memorial, otherwise known as 
the Iwo Jima Memorial. A beauti-
ful view of the national monu-
ments and DC skyline can be 
seen from here. $50  n

many of the buildings belong-
ing to the smithsonian 
Institution, including the 
National Air and space 
Museum, the National Museum 
of Natural History, and the 
National Museum of American 
History. As you pass the tower-
ing washington Monument, 
you will soon arrive at the world 
war II Memorial, where the 
towering state Arches—amid 
reflecting pools, waterfalls, 
and fountains—allow guests 
to reflect on the more than 
400,000 Americans whose lives 
were lost.

It is then to the Lincoln 
Memorial, Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial, and Korean war 
Veterans Memorial. As you 
re-board your motor-coach, 
the tour will continue past the 
Jefferson Memorial, a temple-
like structure dedicated to our 
third president that sits beside 
the Tidal Basin, home of the 
world-famous Japanese Cherry 
Blossom trees. Nearby, you’ll 
stop at the Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt Memorial, the fourth 
monument dedicated to an 
American president on the 
National Mall.

After departing the FDR 
Memorial, you will cross over the 
Memorial Bridge, pass Arlington 
National Cemetery, and head 
to the Marine Corps war 
Memorial—otherwise known as 
the Iwo Jima Memorial. A beau-
tiful view of the national monu-
ments and DC skyline can also 
be seen from here. $40

interspersed with the more 
affluent, in a collection of 
homes in both the Federal and 
Victorian architectural styles. 
This combination of styles—and 
lifestyles—gives Georgetown the 
unique character that has made 
it a sought-after neighborhood 
in washington. $43

Welcome to 
Washington Tour 

Sunday, August 2,  
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Monday, August 3,  
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Tuesday, August 4,  
2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, August 5, 
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
This tour is an orientation to 
washington, DC. You will travel 
down the famous parade route 
of Pennsylvania Avenue, pass-
ing notable buildings such as 
the Federal Triangle government 
buildings, the J. edgar Hoover 
FBI Building, and the landmark 
Old Post Office Pavilion, before 
arriving at Capitol Hill and the 
U.s. Capitol Building. Here, 
you will pass in front of the 
Capitol, whose dome dominates 
the city and is considered one of 
the most architecturally beauti-
ful structures in washington.

Proceeding to the nearby 
National Mall, you will pass 

The Kennedy Center 
(above) and the Jefferson 
Memorial by moonlight

Photo courtesy of Destination DC

Photo courtesy of Destination DC
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JsM 2008 Meeting Within a Meeting session

“The American statistical Association works to improve statistical 
education and uses the statistics discipline to enhance human welfare. 
statistical literacy—the ability to understand, interpret, and use sta-
tistical information in every-day life—is a vital component of K–12 
mathematics and science education. we value the MwM workshop 
and follow-up activities, as they enhance the teaching and understand-
ing of statistics within the K–12 math/science curriculum and provide 
teachers with connections to local statisticians. I enjoyed speaking to 
the MwM teachers last year and look forward to this year’s MwM 
workshop in washington, DC.”

~ sally Morton, AsA President

Statistics Workshop for 
K–12 Mathematics, Science 
Teachers Back During JSM
Third annual Meeting Within a Meeting will 
include a visit to the u.s. Census Bureau
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EDUCATION

The American statistical Association is accept-
ing registrations for its third annual statistics 
workshop for K–12 mathematics and sci-

ence teachers. Titled Meeting within a Meeting 
(MwM), the program was developed to help teach-
ers, many of whom have little or no formal statistics 
training, meet current mathematics and science 
requirements that involve statistics education. The 
conference will be held August 3–4 with the 2008 
Joint statistical Meetings in washington, DC. 

“One of the primary missions of the AsA is to 
improve statistical education at all levels,” said Ron 
wasserstein, the AsA’s executive director. “we are 
pleased to reach out to the K–12 math and science 
community through the MwM workshop and 
follow-up activities. It is fitting to hold this work-
shop for K–12 teachers in conjunction with the 
Joint statistical Meetings, the largest annual gather-
ing of statisticians, where thousands from around 
the world meet to share advances in statistical 
knowledge,” he added. “MwM will not only 

Katherine Halvorsen addresses the participants during last year’s JsM 2008 Meeting Within a Meeting.

enhance understanding and teaching of statis-
tics concepts in the classroom, but also provide 
participants with a network of statisticians and 
educators to assist in developing the quantitative 
literacy of their students.” 

The National Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
(NCTM) standards, most state math standards, 
and the recent College Board standards include 
requirements for teaching data analysis, statistics, 
and probability. The AsA’s program is designed to 
enhance K–12 educators’ understanding of statis-
tics and provide them with information and tools 
to strengthen their teaching of statistics within the 
math and science curriculum.

The first MwM workshop, held in 2007, focused 
on middle-school teachers and was a huge success. 
This success led Martha Aliaga, AsA director of 
education, to recommend expanding the MwM 
workshop to a two-day format in 2008 that includ-
ed a K–4, 5–8, and 9–12 strand. Local math and 
science teachers, along with teachers from around 
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The AsA/NCTM Joint Committee is seeking 
judges for the AsA Project Competition. The 
competition, now in its 23rd year, offers oppor-
tunities for students to formulate questions and 
gather statistical data while drawing conclusions 
from that data.

Judging takes place via email during the sum-
mer and requires about four hours. If interested, 
email Megan Mocko at mmeece@stat.ufl.edu or 
call (352)273-2975. n

the United states, attended interactive sessions with 
prominent statistics educators and statisticians. 
The workshop participants are currently involved 
in MwM follow-up activities, including webinars 
archived at www.amstat.org/education/k12webinars.

The MwM 2009 workshop will include K–4, 
5–8, and 9–12 strand workshop sessions on 
Monday, with a visit to the U.s. Census Bureau 
and JsM sessions on Tuesday. There also will be 
follow-up activities throughout the 2009–2010 
school year. 

The primary goal of the 2009 MwM program is 
to provide an opportunity for K–12 math and sci-
ence teachers to discuss and apply the data analysis 

and statistical concepts embodied in the Guidelines 
for Assessment and Instruction in Statistics Education 
(GAISE) Report: A Pre-K–12 Curriculum Framework 
(www.amstat.org/education/gaise). 

“Teachers will explore problems that require 
them to formulate questions; collect, organize, 
analyze, and draw conclusions from data; and 
apply the basic concepts of probability. The 
MwM program will include examining what 
students can be expected to do at the most basic 
level of understanding and what can be expected 
of them as their skills develop and their experience 
broadens,” said Katherine Halvorsen, chair of the 
MwM Program Committee.

The workshops give teachers the opportunity to 
discuss and apply the statistics concepts embodied 
in their state mathematics and science standards 
in the context of the instructional recommenda-
tions of GAISE. The MwM program emphasizes 
the growth of statistical literacy over three devel-
opmental levels that correspond, roughly, to ele-
mentary school, middle school, and high school.

The MwM 2009 program will include a visit 
to the U.s. Census Bureau, including interactive 
presentations and activities organized by Renée 
Jefferson-Copeland, chief of the Census in schools 
Branch of the bureau. “we are looking forward 
to hosting the workshop attendees at the Census 
Bureau,” said Copeland. “This is an opportunity 
to introduce teachers to the 2010 Census, Census 
in schools, census data, and online data access 
tools. we hope that this activity will increase the 
public’s knowledge of the importance of the 2010 
Census and the availability of census data for the 
nation’s school children.”

The registration fee is $30, which includes 
materials and some meals. workshop attendees 
also may receive a set reimbursement for lodging 
expenses for a two-night stay. Teachers will receive 
a complimentary one-day pass to attend sessions 
at JsM, such as the statistics education and poster 
sessions, and admission to the exhibit hall. 

Register online by going to www.amstat.org/
education/mwm and clicking on the “MwM 
Registration” tab at the top of the screen. Registration 
will continue until the course is filled. 

To view details of the program, visit www.
amstat.org/education/mwm. For questions regard-
ing the MwM workshop, contact Rebecca 
Nichols, K–16 education manager, at rebecca@
amstat.org or (703) 684-1221, ext. 1877. n

Guidelines for Assessment and Instruction in Statistics Education (GAISE) Report: A 
Pre-K–12 Curriculum Framework (www.amstat.org/education/gaise). 

Judges Wanted for 
Project Competition
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Introducing Concepts of  
Statistical Inference

Allan Rossman and Beth Chance, of Cal Poly -san 
Luis Obispo, and John Holcomb, of Cleveland 
state University, will present this workshop from 
June 22–24. This opportunity is targeted to teach-
ers of introductory statistics in colleges (including 
two-year colleges) and high schools. Participants 
will find a wealth of ideas and activities for help-
ing students learn fundamental concepts of statis-
tical inference. Many of these will be centered 
on a randomization-based curriculum, rather 
than normal-based inference; they rely heav-
ily on simulations, both tactile and computer-
based. This is a hands-on workshop that will 
feature participants working directly with stu-
dent activities, which they can then implement 
in their own classrooms. 

Teaching Statistical Modeling
Danny Kaplan and Victor Addona, of Macalester 
College, will present this three-day workshop 
June 23–25. Teaching statistics through mod-
eling provides students with the concepts and 
techniques they need to understand contempo-
rary research and statistical discourse—not just 
t-tests and p-values, but the description of partial 
and total relationships, adjustment for covariates, 
interpretation of statistical significance in con-
text, and limits and possibilities of drawing causal 
inferences from observational or imperfect experi-
mental data. Modern approaches make statistical 
modeling accessible, informative, and exciting to 
the general student. This hands-on workshop will 
show you how to teach statistical modeling at an 
introductory level. The workshop reviews exercis-
es and in-class activities and provides a complete 
package for teaching your own course.

Opportunities Abound in USCOTS 
Satellite Workshops, Cluster Groups

To get the most out of UsCOTs, consider coming 
early to take part in one of three pre-conference work-
shops or getting involved in an ongoing statistics edu-

cation special interest group. workshop participants who 
attend UsCOTs (United states Conference on Teaching 
statistics), to be held in Columbus, Ohio, June 26–27, will 
have their conference registration fee waived. The workshops 
are free, but seating is limited, so it is important to apply 
early. Consider the following workshop offerings and register 
soon at www.causeweb.org/workshop.

Become a Catalyst for Change in 
Statistics Education

Joan Garfield, Bob delMas, and Andy Zieffler of 
the University of Minnesota; Allan Rossman and 
Beth Chance of Cal Poly-san Luis Obispo; and 
John Holcomb of Cleveland state University will 
lead a one-day workshop on June 25 to present 
the new materials developed through the NsF-
funded CATALsT project (Change Agents for 
Teaching and Learning statistics). These include 
activities that form units based on a particu-
lar real-world problem (e.g., how to develop a 
spam filter for email) and the related statistical 
ideas that emerge from this type of problem. 
The materials to be shared are designed to help 
students achieve the learning goals listed in the  
AsA-endorsed GAISE report (see the report at 
www.amstat.org/education/publications).  The 
CATALsT materials focus on important ideas of 
statistical inference and the use of simulation.

Special Interest Cluster 
Opportunities

UsCOTs ’09 will again offer cluster opportu-
nities to conference participants. Cluster topics 
include statistics education research, study of fun, 
teaching statistics in the online world, and student 
attitudes. Cluster gatherings provide UsCOTs 
participants who are interested in these topics the 
opportunity to meet with colleagues and build an 
action plan that moves the area forward. The clus-
ters will be facilitated by leaders in each respective 
area. each cluster is limited in size, so applica-
tions should be submitted early when registering 
for UsCOTs. Details regarding this program and 
how to apply are available at www.causeweb.org/
uscots/cluster.  n
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STATISTICIANS  
IN THE NEWS

The Sinister World of Statistics 

The BBC News web site reports on sir Michael scholar’s 
accusation that statisticians are being “pilloried” for 
publishing independent and objective statistics. 

The Odds When birds, Subs, and Satellites Collide

Carl Bialik, from The Wall Street Journal, asks Peter 
H. Westfall to give him the odds of three rare 
and dangerous collisions—in the sea, air, and 
space —occurring in the last two months.

E-Voting Security Fixes Will Get 
Us Nowhere Without Stats

science writer John Timmer reports on the talk 
Arlene Ash gave at the American Association for 
the Advancement of science meeting, where 
she showed how statistics can help ensure fair 
elections—but only if we decide to let it. 

StatsCan, Canada Post Set Example 

Canwest News service writer Derek sankey illustrates 
how statistics Canada, the federal agency that tracks 
Canada’s population, understands diversity.

Oscar Predictions You Can bet On!

New York Magazine shows how statistician Nate silver 
used logistic regression to predict the Oscar winners. 

Darwin: The Reluctant Mathematician

In Science News, Julie Rehmeyer writes about how 
Darwin contributed to the development of statistics, 
even though he hated anything to do with math.

Read about your colleagues and friends in the news. Go to 
www.amstat.org and click on “Statisticians in the News.” 

PEOPLE NEWS

AAAS Fellows 
In November, the American 
Association for the 
Advancement of science 
council elected 486 mem-
bers as Fellows. These 
individuals were recognized 
for their contributions to 
science and technology at 
the Fellows forum during 
the AAAs annual meet-
ing in Chicago. The new 
Fellows received a certificate 
and a blue and gold rosette 
as a symbol of their distin-
guished accomplishments. 

The AsA members elect-
ed as Fellows to the AAAs 
section on statistics include 
the following: 

Mark Becker  
University of 
south Carolina 

Bernie Devlin 
University of Pittsburgh 
school of Medicine 

Xuming He 
University of Illinois 

George P. McCabe 
Purdue University 

George C. Roussas 
University of 
California, Davis 

Thomas J. Santner  
The Ohio state 
University 

Leland Wilkinson 
sYsTAT Inc. 

Bin Yu  
University of 
California, Berkeley 
  

The entire list can be viewed 
at www.aaas.org/aboutaaas/
fellows/new_fellows.shtml.

 

Thomas D. 
Murphy
Thomas Murphy of 
Morristown, New Jersey, 
recently received the Frank 
w. Reinhart Award from 
the AsTM International 
Committee on standards 
in recognition of his out-
standing leadership and 
service in the area of termi-
nology standardization.

An AsTM International 
member since 1980, Murphy 
serves on Committee e11 
on Quality and statistics, 
where he is active on sev-
eral subcommittees, and 
chairs e11.30 on statistical 
Quality Control. He has 
served as chair, vice chair, 
and secretary of e11 and 
received the AsTM Award 
of Merit and accompany-
ing title of fellow in 1997. 
He also works on commit-
tees e35 on Pesticides and 
Alternative Control Agents 
and e55 on Manufacture of 
Pharmaceutical Products.

Before starting T.D. 
Murphy statistical 
Consulting LLC in 1995, 
Murphy spent more than 25 
years working in statistics/
quality control and chemical 
research and development at 
Hercules Inc. and American 
Cyanamid Co. 

In addition to AsTM 
International and the 
American statistical 
Association, Murphy is a 
member of the American 
Institute of Chemical 
engineers and the American 
society for Quality. He 
holds a Bs in chemical engi-
neering from the University 
of Maryland, College Park, 
and an Ms in statistics from 
Rutgers University.
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Obituary 
Jon Morris
Jon R. Morris, 68, died 
January 31 at Capital 
Hospice in Arlington, 
Virginia. He had been a 
senior scientist with the CIA 
since 1998. 

Morris was a mathema-
tician with conglomerate 
Martin Marietta from 1984 
to 1987, and then worked 
for the consulting firm Booz 
Allen Hamilton until 1998. 
From 1972 to 1984, he was 
a research design professor at 
the University of Minnesota. 
Born in Rushville, Illinois, 
he earned a bachelor’s 
degree in mathematics from 

Illinois wesleyan University 
in Bloomington. In 1964, 
he earned a master’s degree 
from the University of 
Denver, and, in 1971, 
his doctorate from the 
University of Colorado at 
Boulder. He was a member 
of the American statistical 
Association.

Obituary 
Jean Smith
Jean smith died on February 
23, 2009, following a heart 
attack. she was 79. Jean 
was a Life Member of the 
AsA and a central figure 
at the association office for 
many years. 

she was born and raised 
in washington, DC, and 
started working for the asso-
ciation in 1962. she was edi-
tor of Amstat News for many 
years and helped ed Bisgyer 
run the Joint statistical 
Meetings. After Bisgyer 
retired in the ’80s, Jean took 
over organizing meetings 
and overseeing publica-
tions for both the AsA and 
the Population Association 
of America. As the AsA’s 
director of meetings and 
publications, she also was 
involved with the sections 
and strongly encouraged 
them to sponsor smaller, 
focused meetings, such as 
the winter Conference 
and the Conference on 

Radiation and Health. she 
retired in 1990 after 30 years 
of service.

Jean will be remem-
bered for her willingness 
to help anyone and for her 
ability to find answers for 
members and staff. she 
was a good writer and an 
excellent proofreader who 
was a perfectionist when 
it came to communication 
leaving the office.

she is predeceased by 
her husband, Jim, and her 
daughter, Jan. she is sur-
vived by a son, Jim, and 
several siblings, nieces, 
nephews, and friends. 
she was buried March 
11 at Arlington National 
Cemetery with her husband. 
she will be missed.

Obituary 
Charles Woodford 
Charles w. woodford, 
77, from Chicago, died 
February 21 at home. He 
started his career at Brown, 
Brothers, Harriman, and 
Co. in Chicago. He was 
formerly employed at First 
Chicago Bank of Chicago, 
American National Bank of 
Chicago, and Horace Mann 
Insurance Co. of springfield. 
He was state treasurer for 
the Illinois state Treasurer’s 
Office under senator Adlai 
stevenson III.

woodford was a mem-
ber of several associations, 
including the National 
Association of Business 
economists,  American 
statistical Association, 
Financial Management 
Association, and the 
Financial Analysts 
Federation and Investment 
Analysts society of 
Chicago. He was a consul-
tant for state fiscal and bud-
getary management, state 
pension investment, and 
state cash management.  n

Conference Held to Honor 
A. K. Md. Ehsanes Saleh

A conference honoring A. K. Md. ehsanes saleh, distinguished research professor and 
professor emeritus at Carleton University, was held at the Bangladesh-China Friendship 
Conference Centre in Dhaka, Bangladesh, December 26–27, 2008. The conference 

recognized saleh’s outstanding contributions to the development of statistical sciences through 
his pioneering research, outstanding supervision of PhD students and postdoctoral fellows, and 
exceptional professional services.  

speakers included the governor of the Bangladesh Bank, salehuddin Ahmed; president of 
Bangladesh Academy of science, M. shamsher Ali; and chair of the board of governors of 
The North south University, Abdul Awal. Before saleh welcomed the participants, a video of 
his career was presented to the audience. saleh was awarded a crest of honor while his wife, 
shahidara saleh, and granddaughter, sarah Alam, watched proudly.

 Out of 120 papers submitted, 85 were accepted for presentation at the conference. About 
200 delegates from 15 countries including Australia, Bangladesh, Canada, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Iran, Kuwait, Pakistan, Libya, singapore, UK, and UsA participated. Most of the contributed 
papers were presented by young academics and researchers from various public and private 
universities in Bangladesh. The conference proceedings have been published, and selected 
papers presented during the conference were published in the Journal of Applied Probability 
and Statistics (JAPS). 

The conference received significant attention from the media. The national daily, The News 
Today, highlighted the importance of the event and its scientific and national benefits. several 
national dailies also published pre- and post-event news.

The conference paid deepest respect to late Qazi Motahar Hosain and shaheed Moniruzzaman 
for introducing statistics in then east Pakistan (now Bangladesh) in the early ’50s. Pioneering 
statisticians who participated or were recognized at the conference include M. Obaidullah, M. G. 
Mustafa, Anwar H. Talukder, Kazi s. Ahmed, and sultan Ahmed.  n

B. M. Golam Kibria, Florida International university
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Waller Education Award

The American statistical Association now administers 
the waller education Award. established by a contri-
bution from retired AsA executive Director Ray 

waller and his wife, Carolyn, this award honors an individu-
al for innovation in the instruction of elementary statistics. 
The award is given to individuals early in their careers (10 or 
fewer years of full-time teaching) with responsibility for 
teaching “the first course” in statistics in a two-year college, 
a four-year college, or a research university. Graduate 
teaching assistants may be nominated for the award. 

The recipient is selected according to the following:
—Commitment to teaching elementary statistics 

—Demonstrated innovation in  
 teaching elementary statistics 

—Letters of support from students,  
 colleagues, and supervisors 

The first waller education Award was presented at JsM 
2002 to Beth Chance from Cal Poly - san Luis Obispo, and 
was administered by the section on statistical education. 

Nominations for this year’s award have already been 
accepted. This year’s recipient will be honored at the 2009 
Joint statistical Meetings in washington, DC, during the 
Tuesday night Presidential Address and Awards Ceremony.

For more information about this award and a list of past 
winners, visit www.amstat.org/sections/educ/waller.html.  n

AWARD DEADLINES AND INFORMATION

will Dixon was a pioneer in 
statistics education and sta-
tistical software, and now his 
family is pioneering a new 
AsA award in his memory.

The first w. J. Dixon 
Award for excellence in 
statistical Consulting will 
be given this year at JsM 
2009 in washington, DC. 
The award, funded by a 
generous gift from his family, 
will recognize outstanding 
contributions to statistical 
consulting by individuals who 
have advanced the science 
and art of statistical consult-
ing or analysis. Recipients 
will have demonstrated excel-
lence in statistical consult-
ing or have developed and 
contributed new methods, 
software, or ways of think-
ing for improving statisti-
cal practice in general.

Dixon felt strongly about 
the importance of statistical 
consulting. In his 1993 inter-
view with Nancy Flournoy, 
now chair of the Department 
of statistics at the University 
of Missouri-Columbia, he 
elaborated, saying that statis-
tics “is a science in itself, not 
a branch of mathematics.” 
statistical consulting “can be 
as imaginative and creative 
as any artistic endeavor.” 
Consulting statisticians 
should be rewarded for the 

“… demonstrated art of 
bringing deep insight and 
truly creative contributions 
to applied research projects.” 

“My father loved to 
look at data and relished 
deep involvement in medi-
cal research projects. His 
textbook and the BMDP 
software emphasized and 
facilitated looking deeply at 
the data and using robust 
methods. He encouraged 
and supported the consulting 
careers of many statisticians, 
including mine,” said Dr. 
Janet elashoff, will’s older 
daughter. “As a biologist, I 
often think about the impor-
tance of my dad’s approach to 
problemsolving and analysis; 
he looked at problems from 
multiple perspectives and 
appreciated the intrinsic 
variability in biological sys-
tems,” said his other daugh-
ter, Kathleen Dixon. “we 
know he would be pleased 
that an award in his name 
will continue to encourage 
and recognize excellence 
in statistical consulting.”

Dixon himself was an 
AsA Award winner, hav-
ing received the samuel s. 
wilks Award in 1992 for his 
groundbreaking introduc-
tory statistics textbook, his 
founding role in the Division 
of Biostatistics in UCLA’s 
school of Public Health 
and the Department of 
Biomathematics in UCLA’s 
school of Medicine, and 

“[statistics] is a  
science in itself, 
not a branch of 
mathematics.” 

-Will Dixon

his pioneering development 
of statistical software. 

Dixon passed away on 
sept. 20, 2008, at the age 
of 92. Dixon earned his 
bachelor’s in mathematics 
from Oregon state College 
in 1938, his master’s in 
mathematics from the 
University of wisconsin 
in 1939, and his PhD in 
mathematical statistics 

Dixon Award  

Will Dixon

under samuel s. wilks 
from Princeton in 1944. 
He was on the faculty at 
the University of Oklahoma 
(1942–1943), the University 
of Oregon (1946–1955), 
and UCLA (1955–emeritus 
since 1986). During world 
war II, he was an operations 
analyst at Princeton 
University and on Guam.  n

Ray Waller and his wife, Carolyn, during the 2005 JsM in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota
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SECTION NEWS

The theme of this year’s Joint 
statistical Meetings, to be held 
August 1–6 in washington, DC, 

is “statistics: From evidence to Policy.” 
The Biometrics section is proud to 
cosponsor four short courses and a 
number of invited sessions. Additional 
information about the short courses will 
be provided in the May issue of 
Biometrics Section News. 

Invited Sessions
The section is sponsoring an exciting 
program of invited sessions that span 
a range of topics in biostatistics. The 
titles and organizers of the sessions are 
given below.

Nonparametric Approaches for  
High-Dimensional Data
Organizer: Annie Qu of the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Recent Developments in  
Dimension Reduction
Organizer: wensheng Guo of the 
University of Pennsylvania

Statistical Issues and Second Code of 
Life: Epigenomics
Organizers: Rebecca Doerge 
of Purdue University and Jaya 
satagopan of Memorial sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center

The Issues of High Dimensionality  
and Missing Data in Complex 
Epidemiological Studies
Organizer: samiran sinha of  
Texas A&M

Statistical Challenges in Personalized 
Medicine and Genetic Guided Clinical Trials

Organizer: Colin wu of the National 
Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute

Biometrics

Exciting Program Planned for JSM 2009

section members would like to thank 
Jerry Heatley, our JsM Continuing 
education chair, and wensheng Guo, 
our JsM program chair, for the wonder-
ful job of organizing the course and ses-
sions they did. Visit the online program 
at www.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2009 for 
updates on locations and times.

JSM 2010
It’s already time to start thinking 
about invited sessions for next year’s 
Joint statistical Meetings, which 
will be held July 31–August 5 in 

Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. 
Anyone interested in organizing an 
invited session or sharing an idea for 
one should contact the section’s 2010 
program chair, Hormuzd Katki, at  
katkih@mail.nih.gov.

A typical invited session consists of 
three 30-minute talks followed by a 
10-minute invited discussion and 10 
minutes of floor discussion. However, 
other formats are possible. The 2009 
program is a good source for exam-
ples. Decisions will be made in July, 
so don’t delay!  n

edited by Page Moore, Biometrics 
section Publications Officer
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The 16th spring Research 
Conference on statistics in 
Industry and Technology will 

take place May 27–29, 2009, at the 
executive Plaza Hotel & Conference 
Centre Coquitlam in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada.

The objective of the conference is 
to promote cross-disciplinary research 
in statistical methods in engineering, 
science, and technology. This is to be 
interpreted broadly to cover a range of 
application areas, including environ-
ment, information, and manufacturing 
sciences. The conference is intended to 
stimulate interaction among statisticians, 
researchers in the application areas, and 
industrial practitioners. It will provide 
a forum for participants to describe 
current research, identify important 
problems and areas of application, and 
formulate future research directions. 
student scholarships that cover registra-
tion fees and a majority of local living 
expenses are typically provided to some 
graduate student attendees. These recip-
ients are selected from students who 
submit contributed papers and ask to be 
considered for a scholarship. 

Physical and Engineering Sciences

Registration Open for Spring 
Research Conference 
Boxin Tang of simon Fraser university, sRC 2009 Program Chair, and  
George Ostrouchov of Oak Ridge National Laboratory, sPes JsM Program Chair-elect

Keynote talks will be given by Jeff 
wu of Georgia Tech and Jonty Rougier 
of the University of Bristol. In addition, 
13 invited sessions have been organized, 
covering such topics as experimental 
design, field reliability, geoscience, and 
drug discovery. 

For information or to register, go 
to www.stat.sfu.ca/~boxint/src2009. Be 
sure to check back often for updates. If 
you have questions, contact sRC 2009 
Program Chair Boxin Tang at boxint@
stat.sfu.ca. For questions regarding 
registration, contact Joshua Dobbs at 
jdobbs@mitacs.ca.

JSM 2009 Roundtables  
with Lunch
One of my favorite activities at JsM 
is participating in roundtables with 
lunch. It always involves a pleasant dis-
cussion surrounding a focused topic, 
a networking opportunity, and good 
food. This year, sPes is sponsoring six 
roundtables, two each day, on a range 
of interesting topics.

Climate has been a hot topic for a 
number of years now. Doug Nychka of 
the National Center for Atmospheric 

Research will lead a discussion called 
“Climate: Past, Present, and Future,” 
where participants will discuss the role 
of statistical science in quantifying the 
uncertainty in scientific conclusions, 
combining information, and summariz-
ing complex data sets.

If you would like to discuss how to 
analyze reliability data, David Trindade 
of sun Microsystems will lead a talk 
called “The Many Forms of Reliability 
Data” and discuss appropriate analysis 
techniques.

Computational models are continu-
ing to be more common in many physi-
cal and engineering sciences. Thomas 
santner of The Ohio state University 
will consider synergistic approaches dur-
ing his talk, titled “Integrating Computer 
and Other Types of experiments.”

You might have noticed your new 
computer does not have a faster clock 
speed, but does have more processors 
that can work in tandem. Hao Yu of the 
University of western Ontario and the 
author of the Rmpi package, will lead 
a discussion about the state of various 
approaches during the roundtable titled 
“Parallel statistical Computing with R.”

Ramon Leon of the University of 
Tennessee has been interacting with 
his students on Facebook and plans to 
discuss his experiences during “Using 
the New Technologies in Teaching 
Introductory statistics.”

Recent energy issues have propelled 
nuclear energy back to the forefront, 
so Bernard Harris of the University of 
wisconsin will lead a discussion titled 
“Future of Nuclear Power” and discuss the 
role of mathematicians and statisticians.

A detailed description of each round-
table can be viewed in the JsM 2009 
online program at www.amstat.org/ 
meetings/jsm/2009. each roundtable is lim-
ited to 10 participants, so register early.  n

Vancouver, british Columbia —The destination of SRC in 2009
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CHAPTER NEWS

2008 was productive for the san 
Diego Chapter (sDAsA). On 
March 7, Ken Burnham presented 

a one-day course, titled “Model selection 
and Multi-Model Inference.” Burnham is 
a senior scientist with the United states 
Geological survey (Biological Resources 
Discipline), assistant unit leader with the 
Colorado Cooperative Fish and wildlife 
Research Unit, and professor at Colorado 
state University.

The workshop had more than 
20 attendees and took place at the 
University of California, san Diego 
(UCsD). Given Burnham’s research 
emphasis on theory and application 
of information-theoretic data-based 
model selection and multi-model 

inference, the focus of the course was 
model assessment, selection, and various 
facets of multi-model inference, including 
methods of model averaging. Also a focus 
was the Akaike information criterion and 
its relationship to other established crite-
ria, such as the Bayesian information cri-
terion and likelihood ratio test. 

On April 2, sDAsA provided a team 
of judges for the 2008 Greater san Diego 
science and engineering Fair. Judges were 
Chris Ake (who coordinated the sDAsA 
team), Colleen Kelly, Dale Glaser, Jacinte 
Jean, Barbara Bailey, shah Golshan, 
Caroline Lanigan, and Matthew Marler. 
The fair featured a variety of topics, and 

Spring 2008 Activities Plentiful for 
San Diego 
Chapter

Ken Burnham (left), who presented a one-day course titled “Model selection and Multi-
Model Inference,” and Bob Riffenburgh
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the judges reviewed projects from such 
diverse areas as animal sciences, bio-
chemistry, environmental sciences, engi-
neering, medicine and health sciences, 
and behavioral and social sciences. each 
judge was responsible for reviewing up to 
20 projects. 

Members of sDAs attended the sec-
ond annual Greater san Diego Math 
Council/University of California, san 
Diego High school Honors statistics 
Contest Awards Dinner on May 7. 
The dinner, held at the UCsD Faculty 
Club, was well-attended by students, 
parents, faculty members, high-school 
teachers, and the current sDAsA pres-
idents—Glaser and sheela Talwalker 

(past-president). Awards were presented 
to students who excelled in the two-part 
statistics test, and the awardees showed 
their derivations to the second part of 
the test to the audience. Glaser gave a 
presentation on the role of the AsA and 
the chapter and presented $500 awards 
to the top two winners of the contest. 
eleven high schools participated.

On May 31, sDAsA hosted the 9th 
annual statistical Careers Day at the 
UCsD Center for Molecular Genetics. 
More than 100 high-school and col-
lege students, prospective job-seekers, 
and professional statisticians attended. 
After Glaser’s brief presentation about 
the AsA, sDAsA, and career options 

in statistics, keynote speaker Nicholas 
schork, director of research at scripps 
Genomic Medicine and professor of 
molecular and experimental medicine at 
scripps Health and the scripps Research 
Institute, gave a talk titled “Modern 
statistical Genetics and Genomics: 
Making sense of DNA Variations.” The 
talk was accessible to the diverse audience, 
and career opportunities and required 
training were discussed.

There was also a panel that focused 
on what an employer wants in a statisti-
cian and what a statistician wants in an 
employer. Glaser moderated the discus-
sion using a set of focused questions, and 
we were honored to have the following 
statisticians—active in both academia 
and industry—participate: Colleen Kelly 
(exponent Inc.), Harold Dyck (California 
state san Bernardino), Arnold Goodman 
(Collaborative Data solutions), and Larry 
shen (Amylin). Panelists offered their per-
spectives on expectations of those enter-
ing the field, the roles of a statistician, 
preparatory skills for the interviewing/
recruiting process, and desired mainte-
nance behavior once in the field. 

Ake concluded the panel with a brief 
synopsis of the role sDAsA played in 
the 2008 Greater san Diego science and 
engineering Fair and gave awards to the 
top-rated students. Lunch was provided 
after a door prize raffle (that included 
gear from the AsA), and exhibitors, cor-
porate sponsors, and representatives from 
area universities were available to discuss 
training opportunities and job prospects 
after lunch. A statistics poster competi-
tion with special contributions from area 
high-school students also was held and 
cash prizes were awarded for the three 
best entries.

Finally, sDAsA hosted its end-of-
the-year event: an annual picnic. More 
than 70 members (and their families) 
attended.  n

From left: Larry shen (Amylin), Colleen Kelly (exponent, Inc.), Harold Dyck (California state, san Bernardino), and Arnold Goodman 
(Collaborative Data solutions)
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For more information about these events, visit www.amstat.org/dateline.  
Announcements are accepted from educational and not-for-profit  
organizations only. Commercial enterprises should contact the AsA 

Advertising Department at advertise@amstat.org. 

* Indicates events sponsored by the American statistical Association or one of   
 its sections, chapters, or committees 

›› Indicates events posted since the previous issue 

2009
April
23–24—Recent Developments in 
Applied Probability and Statistics, 
Ankara, Turkey
The Institute of Applied Mathematics at 
Middle east Technical University and the 
Department of Mathematics at Darmstadt 
Technical University are organizing this 
workshop in memory of Juergen Lehn, 
who passed away on september 29, 2008. 
For more information, visit www3.iam.
metu.edu.tr/juergenlehn or contact Zeynep 
Kalaylioglu, Department of statistics, 
Middle east Technical University, Ankara, 
International 06531, Turkey; zeynepisil@
yahoo.com.

24–25—R/Finance 2009: Applied 
Finance with R, Chicago, Illinois
Confirmed keynote speakers include 
Patrick Burns (Burns statistics), Robert 
Grossman (University of Illinois at 
Chicago), David Kane (Kane Capital), 
Roger Koenker (University of Illinois at 
Urbana/Champaign), David Ruppert 
(Cornell), Diethelm wuertz (eTH 
Zuerich), and eric Zivot (University of 
washington). For more information, 
visit www.rinfinance.com or contact Dale 
Rosenthal, 601 s. Morgan st. (MC 168), 
2421 University Hall, Chicago, IL 60607; 
daler@uic.edu.

25—The 23rd New England Statistics 
Symposium, Storrs, Connecticut
The Department of statistics of the 
University of Connecticut will host this 
symposium to bring together statisti-
cians from all over New england. Invited 

keynote speakers are James O. Berger and 
Richard A. Davis. There will be a half-
day short course, “Hierarchical Modeling 
for spatially Referenced Data with 
Applications to environmental sciences 
and Public Health.” There also will be 
several theme and contributed paper ses-
sions. Talks on all aspects of statistics and 
probability are invited. The NIss Affiliates 
Annual Meeting also will be held in storrs 
on April 24. For more information, visit 
www.stat.uconn.edu/www or contact Ming-
Hui Chen, 215 Glenbrook Road, Unit 
4120, storrs, CT 06269-4120;  
(860) 486-6984; mhchen@stat.uconn.edu.

25–27—2nd International Conference 
on Computer Science and Global 
Communication Technology, 
Kathmandu, Nepal
Formerly titled the International 
Conference on Computer science, 
Its Applications, and Global 
Communications, CsGCT 09 has a 
sharpened focus in addition to a new 
name. CsGCT aims to bring together a 
community of academics and industry 
practitioners who are creating innovative 

applications by integrating advances in 
computer science, software engineering, 
telecommunication engineering, database, 
and business information technology. For 
more information, visit www.iswabs-ads.
com or contact Reson shrestha, Nayabazar 
-16, Kathmandu, International 977, Nepal; 
9779803947827; chair@iswabs-ads.com.

27—All-Day Symposium in Honor of 
Dr. Edmund Gehan, Washington, DC
The Department of Biostatistics, 
Bioinformatics, and Biomathematics at 
Georgetown University and the Lombardi 
Comprehensive Cancer Center invite 
you to an all-day symposium in honor of 
edmund Gehan, professor emeritus of 
biostatistics. Invited speakers are Dennis 
Dixon, Jonas ellenberg, susan ellenberg, 
emil J. Freireich, stephen George, J. Jack 
Lee, Aiyi Liu, Karen Messer, Peter Thall, 
and Marvin Zelen. For details, visit http://
dbbb.georgetown.edu/News/ 
gehansymposium or contact Caroline wu, 
suite 180, Building D, 4000 Reservoir 
Road Nw, washington, DC 20057; (202) 
687-4114; ctw26@georgetown.edu.

››*29—Second Annual University of 
Pennsylvania Conference on Statistical 
Issues in Clinical Trials: From Bench to 
Bedside to Community, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania
The 2009 conference will bring together 
leading scientists who will make presenta-
tions and lead open discussions about 
state-of-the-art and developing methods. 
A range of topics linked closely to trans-
lational medicine will be examined. The 
conference will conclude with a panel dis-
cussion to synthesize and challenge earlier 

MASTER’S PROGRAM
Does your school offer an online master’s degree? Highlight the advan-
tages of your school’s master’s in statistics program in an upcoming issue 
of Amstat News. Or, if you are a student who has recently graduated with 
a master’s degree in statistics, we would like to hear from you. email 
Amstat News Managing editor Megan Murphy at megan@amstat.org or 
Assistant Director of Research and Graduate education Keith Crank at 
keith@amstat.org.
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presentations, as well as to propose future 
directions. For more information, visit 
www.cceb.upenn.edu/biostat/conferences/
ClinTrials09 or contact Jonas ellenberg, 
423 Guardian Drive, Room #604, 
Philadelphia, PA 19104; (215) 573-3903; 
jellenbe@mail.med.upenn.edu.

29–30—European Forum for Qualified 
Person for Pharmacovigilance (QPPV) 
2009, Canary Wharf, United Kingdom
european legislation requires all marketing 
authorization holders to have one qualified 
person for pharmacovigilance (QPPV). 
Although acknowledged to be a vital func-
tion, there is little practical guidance on 
how QPPV responsibilities should best be 
conducted. The objectives of this forum 
are to evaluate the place of a QPPV in the 
future strategy for the eU pharmacovigi-
lance system, share experiences, under-
stand the challenges of being a QPPV for 
small and medium enterprises and con-
tractually within CROs, advance under-
standing of the legal aspects for a QPPV, 
enable QPPVs to articulate their role in 
the company, and build on initiatives 
from the 2008 forum. For more informa-
tion, visit www.diahome.org/DIAHOME/
Education or contact senior Manager 
Marketing, europe, DIA, Postfach, Basel, 
International 4002, switzerland; +41 61 
225 51 51; talana.bertschi@diaeurope.org.

*30–5/2—SDM09: The Ninth SIAM 
International Conference on Data 
Mining, Reno, Nevada
This conference provides a venue for 
researchers to present their work in a peer-
reviewed forum. It is also an ideal setting 
for graduate students and others new 
to the field to learn about cutting-edge 
research by hearing talks, attending tutori-
als (included with conference registration), 
and participating in workshops held on the 
last day of the conference. Conference pro-
ceedings from previous years are available at 
www.siam.org/proceedings. For more infor-
mation, visit www.siam.org/meetings/sdm09 
or contact Chandrika Kamath, 7000 east 
Avenue, L-561, Livermore, CA 94551; 
(925) 423-3768; kamath2@llnl.gov.

May
3–8—Statistical Advances in Genome-
Scale Data Analysis, Ascona, Switzerland
This interdisciplinary workshop will 
address the challenges posed by the enor-
mous need for quantitative data integra-
tion and modeling in biology. Targeted 
areas include emerging technologies, anal-
ysis of DNA composition data, machine 
learning with genome-scale biomolecular 
data, pharmacogenomics, and systems 
approaches with heterogeneous data types. 
we strongly encourage pre-registration; 
in previous years, places have filled up 
quickly. For details, visit stat.ethz.ch/talks/
Ascona_09 or contact Cecilia Rey, seminar 
für statistik, eTH Zentrum, LeO D11, 
Zürich, International 8092, switzerland; 
sekretariat@stat.math.ethz.ch.

››5–6—Early Drug Development: 
Navigating the Treacherous Rapids, 
Silver Spring, Maryland
This dynamic, interactive workshop will 
incorporate a hands-on, small-team, 
discussion-based approach with targeted 
presentations that discuss real-world 
strategies. Professionals from industry 
and the FDA will facilitate all sessions, 
including team breakout and report-back 
sessions. For more information, visit 
http://diahome.org/DIAHOME/Education/
FindEducationalOffering.aspx?productID
=20400&eventType=Meeting or contact 
Marketing Manager, 800 enterprise Road, 
suite 200, Horsham, PA 19044; (215) 
442-6100, dia@diahome.org.

14–17—American Association for 
Public Opinion Research Annual 
Conference, Hollywood, Florida
This year’s conference will bring together 
almost 1,000 of the country’s leading pub-
lic opinion research scientists to discuss 
and analyze the latest research on public 
opinion and survey methodology, theory, 
and results. The theme—Public Choices 
in Changing Times—highlights the tec-
tonic shifts in media technology that have 
brought unprecedented variety in enter-
tainment and information options, even 
as they have spawned entirely new means 
of reaching and cultivating audiences and 
public and placed traditional methods of 
public opinion research in a state of flux. 

The conference will feature papers, posters, 
methodological panels, and demonstra-
tions. For details, visit www.aapor.org or 
contact Monica evans-Lombe, P.O. Box 
14263, Lenexa, Ks 66285-4263; (913) 
895-4601; mevanslombe@goamp.com.

15–17—Innovation and Inventiveness 
in Statistics Methodologies, New Haven, 
Connecticut
This workshop will emphasize areas of 
statistical research offering innovative 
approaches to problems arising in various 
branches of the sciences. At the same time, 
the workshop will cover topics of fun-
damental statistical theory having broad 
applicability. In addition to the core invit-
ed talks, the workshop will feature poster 
sessions and discussion sessions, providing 
a forum for participants to interact and 
exchange ideas. For more information, 
visit www.stat.yale.edu/Stats2009 or con-
tact Harrison Zhou, 24 Hillhouse Ave., 
New Haven, CT 06511; (203) 432-0643; 
huibin.zhou@yale.edu.

*18–20—32nd Annual Midwest 
Biopharmaceutical Statistics Workshop 
(MBSW), Muncie, Indiana
Cosponsored by Ball state University and 
the Biopharmaceutical section of the AsA, 
this workshop will be held at the Alumni 
Center of Ball state University. Michael 
O’Connell (Tibco) will present a half-day 
short course, titled “Integrating Graphics 
and statistics Across Pharmaceutical 
Research and Development.” Invited talks 
will be presented in four parallel tracks: 
clinical, discovery/pre-clinical, nonclini-
cal, and post-marketing. There will also 
be a contributed poster session. Poster 
abstracts must be submitted by April 20, 
2009. students may submit posters for the 
Charlie sampson Award. For details, visit 
www.mbswonline.com or contact Melvin 
Munsaka, One Takeda Parkway, Deerfield, 
IL 60015; (847) 582-3533; mmunsaka@
tgrd.com.

25–29—41st Annual Conference of the 
French Statistical Society, Bordeaux, 
France
For information, visit www.sm. 
u-bordeaux2.fr/JDS2009/index.html 
or contact Marta Avalos, 146 rue Leo 
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saignat, Bordeaux, International 33076, 
France; 33 557 5715 34; Marta.Avalos@
isped.u-bordeaux2.fr.

*27–29—2009 Spring Research 
Conference on Statistics in Industry 
and Technology, Vancouver, British 
Columbia
This conference aims to promote research 
in statistical methods that address prob-
lems in industry and technology and to 
stimulate interaction among statisticians, 
researchers in the application areas, and 
industrial practitioners. It also strives to 
encourage graduate students to pursue 
careers in industry and technology; stu-
dents are charged a reduced registration 
fee, and scholarships are given to selected 
graduate students who present con-
tributed papers. For details, visit www.
stat.sfu.ca/~boxint/src2009 or contact 
Boxin Tang, Department of statistics 
and Actuarial science, Burnaby, 
British Columbia V5A 1s6, Canada, 
(778)782-4898, boxint@stat.sfu.ca.

31–6/3—37th Annual Meeting of the 
Statistical Society of Canada, Vancouver, 
Canada
This conference will bring together aca-
demic, governmental, and industrial 
researchers, as well as users of statistics and 
probability. It will present workshops and 
invited and contributed sessions. The ssC 
features sections in biostatistics, survey 
methods, business and industrial statistics, 
and probability. Consequently, the pro-
gram will include papers in all areas of sta-
tistics and probability. About 450 statisti-
cians are expected to participate. For more 
information, visit www.ssc.ca or contact 
Christian Léger, University of Montréal, 
Department of Mathematics and statistics, 
CP 6128 succursale Centreville, Montréal, 
Quebec H3C 3J7, Canada; (514) 343-
7824; leger@dms.umontreal.ca.

June
*2–5—2009 Quality & Productivity 
Research Conference, Yorktown 
Heights, New York
The conference theme is “Data, statistics, 
and Vision Lead to Great Decisions.” The 
focus, as always, will be on presenting 
leading edge research by academic and 

industrial statisticians and showing the 
best new statistical methods for improving 
industrial quality and productivity. There 
will be a pre-conference, full day course 
on June 2, followed by two and a half days 
of plenary/invited/contributed/tutorial 
sessions and special events. For more infor-
mation, visit research.ihost.com/qprc_2009 
or contact emmanuel Yashchin, IBM T. 
J. watson Research Ctr., P.O. Box 218, 
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598; (914)-945-
1828; yashchi@us.ibm.com.

››*3–5—Celebrating 75 Years of 
Statistics at Iowa State, Ames, Iowa
The Department of statistics and 
statistical Laboratory at Iowa state 
University are hosting a conference to cele-
brate the 75th anniversary of the statistical 
Laboratory. The occasion will also mark 
the rededication of the newly renovated 
snedecor Hall and the retirement of Dean 
Isaacson. Plenary talks on emerging topics 
in statistics will be given, as well as a range 
of invited presented by leading researchers. 
Topics will include experimental design, 
survey statistics, spatial statistics, high-
dimensional data, ordered data, model 
selection, resampling methods, visualiza-
tion, and statistical theory. A contributed 
poster session and mixer will be held fol-
lowing the rededication of snedecor Hall. 
Applications for contributed posters will 
be accepted through May 1. For more 
information, visit www.stat.iastate.
edu or contact Tjernagel Marlene, 
Department of statistics, snedecor Hall, 
Ames, IA 50011-1210; (515) 294-3440; 
statlab75@iastate.edu.

4–6—Workshop on Statistical Methods 
for Dynamic System Models, Vancouver, 
British Columbia, Canada
This workshop aims to foster the growing 
demand for research and collaboration 
between statisticians and dynamic systems 
modelers through a mixture of presenta-
tions about new statistical methods, novel 
applications of dynamic systems, and 
areas in need of further collaboration. 
Alongside the goal of bringing researchers 
together from diverse areas to share current 
research, the workshop aims to transfer 
technology and cultivate new research in 
applied dynamics systems. For more infor-
mation, visit http://stat.sfu.ca/~dac5/ 
workshop09 or contact Jiguo Cao, 
Department of statistics and Actuarial 
science, BURNABY, British Columbia 
V5A1s6, Canada; (778) 782-7600; 
jca76@sfu.ca.

5–9—O-Bayes09, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania
The 2009 International workshop 
on Objective Bayes Methodology will 
facilitate the exchange of recent research 
developments in objective Bayes meth-
odology and provide opportunities for 
new researchers to establish partnerships. 
O-Bayes09 also will further crystallize 
objective Bayes methodology as an estab-
lished area for statistical research. The 
workshop will consist of invited talks, 
followed by discussion, and one or more 
sessions dedicated to contributed post-
ers. The first day of the workshop will 
include longer ‘tutorial’ sessions. For more 
information, visit stat.wharton.upenn.edu/
statweb/Conference/OBayes09/OBayes.html 

Conference In Honor of James O. Berger
March 17–20, 2010
University of Texas at San Antonio, Texas
In honor of James O. Berger and his contributions to the statistics community, a 
conference titled “Frontier of statistical Decisionmaking and Bayesian Analysis” will 
be held at the downtown campus of the University of Texas at san Antonio. Prior to 
the conference, on wednesday, March 17, short courses on various statistical topics 
will be offered. 

For more conference information, please contact Keying Ye (Keying.Ye@utsa.edu) 
or visit http://bergerconference2010.utsa.edu.
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or contact Linda Zhao, 3730 walnut st., 
Philadelphia, PA 19104; (215) 898-8228; 
lzhao@wharton.upenn.edu.

*7–10—Southern Regional Conference 
on Statistics Annual Summer Research 
Conference, Jekyll Island, Georgia
The annual sRCOs summer Research 
Conference is designed to bring together 
statistical researchers at all levels to learn 
about current areas of investigation and 
trends in statistics, including statistics 
education. The conference format con-
sists of morning, early afternoon, and 
evening sessions, leaving late afternoons 
open for informal professional discussions 
and social interaction. New researchers 
and graduate students are encouraged to 
contribute poster presentations. Keynote 
speakers include Raymond Carroll (Texas 
A&M), Malay Ghosh (University of 
Florida), Michael Kosorok (The University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill), Xihong 
Lin (Harvard University), Thomas Louis 
(The Johns Hopkins University), and 
Pranab sen (The University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill). For more infor-
mation, visit www.sph.emory.edu/srcos2009 
or contact Bob waggoner, 1518 Clifton 
Road, Ne, #318, Atlanta, GA 30322; 
(404) 727-7693; rwaggon@sph.emory.edu.

8–9—Statistical Modeling for Biological 
Systems: A Conference in Memory of 
Andrei Yakovlev, Rochester, New York
The Department of Biostatistics and 
Computational Biology will host a scien-
tific conference to honor late chairman 
Andrei Yakovlev, who led a major expan-
sion of the department, tripling its size 
and greatly increasing its scope, while 
vigorously pursuing research programs in 
a number of areas at the intersection of 
mathematics, statistics, and biology. Many 
of Yakovlev’s collaborators have accepted 
invitations to participate as have other dis-
tinguished researchers who have worked in 
related areas. There will be opportunities 
to present papers, in poster format, related 
to Yakovlev’s interests. It is intended to 
publish the papers presented in a peer-
reviewed commemorative volume of 
proceedings. For more information, visit 
www.urmc.rochester.edu/biostat/ayconference 
or contact Cheryl Cicero, 601 elmwood 
Ave., Box 630, Rochester, NY 14624; 
cheryl_cicero@urmc.rochester.edu.

8–10—Workshop on Parameter 
Estimation for Dynamical Systems, 
Eindhoven, The Netherlands
The aim of the workshop is to provide a 
meeting place for researchers in this new 
and challenging area of statistical research. 
They will review different methods used 
to tackle the problem, assess the achieved 
progress, and identify future research 
directions. Invited speakers include 
Nicolas Brunel (Évry), David Campbell 
(Vancouver), edward Ionides (Ann 
Arbor), David Lunn (London), Kimberley 
McAuley (Kingston), eric Mjolsness 
(Irvine), James Ramsay (Montréal), 
eberhard Voit (Atlanta), and Victor Zavala 
(Argonne). For more information, visit 
www.eurandom.tue.nl/workshops/2009/
PEDS/PEDS_main.htm or contact 
shota Gugushvili, Den Dolech 2, 
eindhoven, International 5612 AZ, The 
Netherlands; +31 40 2478113;  
gugushvili@eurandom.tue.nl.

10–12—ITACOSM09 - First ITAlian 
COnference on Survey Methodology, 
Siena, Tuscany, Italy
This conference serves as a scientific forum 
on development, testing, and application 
of survey sampling methodologies in eco-
nomics, social and demographic sciences, 
official statistics, and studies on biological 
and environmental phenomena. Keynote 
speakers include Yves Berger (University 
of southampton), Timothy Gregoire 
(Yale University), Carl erik särndal 
(University of Montréal), and Yves Tillè 
(Université de Neuchatel). For details, visit 
www.unisi.it/eventi/dmq2009 or contact 
Lorenzo Fattorini, University of siena, 
Via Valdimontone 1, siena, International 
53100, Italy; itacosm09@unisi.it.

››10–12—NBBC09 - 2nd Nordic-
Baltic Biometric Conference, Tartu, 
Estonia
Keynote lectures will be given by Martyn 
Plummer, Nanny wermuth, and eric 
Renshaw. There also will be invited ses-
sions covering causal inference in genetics, 
demography and statistics, spatial statis-
tics, life course epidemiology, and bio-
informatics. A pre-conference course on 
causal inference will be given June 9–10. 
For more information, visit www.ms.ut.
ee/NBBC09 or contact Krista Fischer, 

Robinson way, Cambridge, International 
CB20sR, UK; +44 1223 763853; Krista.
Fischer@mrc-bsu.cam.ac.uk.

››14–19—International Conference on 
Robust Statistics, Parma, Italy
The aim of this conference is to bring 
together established and young researchers 
from around the world who are actively 
working on and/or interested in the 
theory, application, and overall develop-
ment of robust statistics and related fields. 
The conference will provide a forum 
for leading experts and young research-
ers to discuss recent progress in the field, 
exchange ideas, and make informal con-
tacts. Although robust statistics is the core 
of the conference, emphasis will be placed 
on interdisciplinary research and the inter-
action between theory and practice. For 
more information, visit www.icors2009.
unipr.it or contact Claudio Agostinelli, 
san Giobbe, Cannaregio 873, Venice, 
International 30121, Italy; +39 041 
2347446; claudio@unive.it.

15–17—Second International 
Workshop in Sequential Methodologies, 
Troyes, France
IwsM is organized every two years and 
covers all aspects of sequential methodolo-
gies. Particular themes will include optimal 
stopping, sequential analysis, sequential 
estimation, hypotheses testing, change-
point detection and isolation, mathemati-
cal finance, quality control, clinical trials, 
sequential methods in signal/image pro-
cessing, sensors networks, surveillance and 
monitoring, fault detection and isolation, 
and teaching sequential methodologies. 
For more information, visit www.utt.fr/
iwsm2009 or contact Igor Nikiforov, UTT, 
12 rue Marie Curie BP 2060, Troyes, 
International 10010, France; +33 3 25 71 
56 78; Igor.Nikiforov@utt.fr.

17–19—Summer Institute of Applied 
Statistics, Provo, Utah
The 34th Annual Brigham Young 
University summer Institute of Applied 
statistics will be presented by Di Cook of 
Iowa state University. “exploring Data 
Visually” teaches the process of extracting 
knowledge from data, using interactive 
graphics as an integral part of the statistical 
analysis. For more information, visit  
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http://statistics.byu.edu/summer_institute or 
contact Kathi Carter, 223 TMCB, Provo, 
UT 84602; (801) 422-4506;  
kathi_carter@byu.edu.

18—NIC-ASA Summer Workshop, 
Northbrook, Illinois
The Northeastern Illinois Chapter of the 
American statistical Association (NIC-
AsA) will host its annual summer work-
shop, covering clinical trial designs for 
predictive biomarkers validation and phar-
macogenomics. For details, visit www.
amstat.org/chapters/Northeasternillinois or 
contact Xuejun Peng, 675 North Field 
Drive, Lake Forest, IL 60045;  
xpeng@tgrd.com.

18–19—Conference on Quantitative 
Social Science Research Using R, Bronx, 
New York
This conference will focus on applications 
of the R software and graphics system to 
important policy and research problems. 
Papers presented will be both theoretical 
and applied. There will be poster and par-
allel sessions, and we expect to produce a 
CD containing R programs. A proceedings 
volume also is planned. For details, visit 
www.cis.fordham.edu/QR2009 or contact 
Hrishikesh Vinod, economics Dept., 441 
e. Fordham Road, Bronx, NY 10458; 
(718) 817-4065; qssur@fordham.edu.

18–20—Econometrics, Time Series 
Analysis, and Systems Theory: A 
Conference in Honor of Manfred 
Deistler, Vienna, Austria
The purpose of this conference is to 
celebrate Manfred Deistler’s scientific 
achievements. It will consist of a series of 
invited and contributed presentations. 
Invited speakers are Brian D.O. Anderson, 
Laurent Baratchart, A. Ronald Gallant, 
Michel Gevers, Marco Lippi, Ingmar 
Prucha, Peter M. Robinson, and Jan 
willems. For more information, visit www.
ihs.ac.at/etsast or contact Benedikt Pötscher, 
Department of statistics, University of 
Vienna, Vienna, International A-1010, 
Austria; +431 427738640; benedikt. 
poetscher@univie.ac.at.

18–20—BISP6 - Bayesian Inference in 
Stochastic Processes, Bressanone/Brixen, 
Italy
This workshop will bring together experts 
to review, discuss, and explore directions of 
development of Bayesian inference in sto-
chastic processes and in the use of stochas-
tic processes for Bayesian inference. There 
will be sessions on Markov processes; 
state-space models; and spatial, empiri-
cal, birth-death, and branching processes. 
Theoretical and applied contributions 
are welcome. For more information, visit 
www.mi.imati.cnr.it/conferences/bisp6.html 
or contact Fabrizio Ruggeri, via Tremelloni 
15, Milano, International 20133, Italy; 
+39 0223699521; bisp6@mi.imati.cnr.it.

21–24—ICSA 2009 Applied Statistics 
Symposium, San Francisco, California
short courses will be offered on June 
21, with more than 50 scientific sessions 
taking place from June 22–24. Keynote 
speakers include wing Hung wong, 
Nicholas Jewell, and Ronald wasserstein. 
Contributed paper abstracts may be  

submitted to Jiming Jiang at jiang@wald.
ucdavis.edu by May 1, 2009. For more 
information, visit http://icsa2.org/2009 or 
contact Ying Lu, 185 Berry street, suite 
350, san Francisco, CA 94143-0946; 
ying.lu@radiology.ucsf.edu.

21–25—7th Workshop on Bayesian 
Nonparametrics, Moncalieri (Turin), 
Italy
The aim of this workshop is to highlight 
the latest developments in Bayesian non-
parametrics, covering a variety of theoret-
ical and applied topics. For more infor-
mation, visit bnpworkshop.carloalberto.org 
or contact Pierpaolo De Blasi, via Real 
Collegio 30, Moncalieri, International 
10024, Italy; +39 0116705282; bnp@ 
carloalberto.org.

››22–26—6th International Conference 
on Extreme Value Analysis/Graybill 
VIII, Fort Collins, Colorado
The 2009 eVA meeting will feature 
presentations on all aspects of risk and 
extreme value theory and their  
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applications. emphasis will be on proba-
bilistic modeling; statistical analyses; and 
applications in climate and atmospheric 
science, geosciences, hydrology, finance, 
economics and insurance, biosciences, 
physics, telecommunications, and stochas-
tic networks. For more information, visit 
www.stat.colostate.edu/graybillconference 
or contact Dan Cooley, 1877 Campus 
Route, Dept. of statistics, Fort Collins, 
CO 80523-1877; (970) 491-5269; 
GraybillConference@stat.colostate.edu.

23–27—18th International Workshop 
on Matrices and Statistics, IWMS ’09, 
Smolenice Castle, Slovakia
This workshop will stimulate the exchange 
of ideas and research at the interfaces of 
matrix theory, statistics, and stochastic pro-
cesses. It includes invited and contributed 
talks and posters. For further information, 
visit www.um.sav.sk/en/iwms2009.html 
or contact Viktor witkovsky, Institute of 
Measurement science, slovak Academy 
of sciences, Dubravska cesta 9, Bratislava, 
International 84104, slovakia; +421 2 
591045 30; witkovsky@savba.sk.

25–27—United States Conference on 
Teaching Statistics ’09, Columbus, Ohio
The target audience for this conference 
is teachers of undergraduate and AP sta-
tistics. Teachers of statistics at two-year 
colleges and those planning a career in sta-
tistics education are especially encouraged 
to attend. UsCOTs is a ‘working confer-
ence,’ with many opportunities for hands-
on activities, demonstrations, networking, 
and idea sharing. Leaders in statistics 
education and assessment will give plenary 
talks, including Dani Ben-Zvi, George 
Cobb, Peter ewell, Ronald wasserstein, 
and Chris wild. For more information, 
visit www.causeweb.org/uscots or contact 
Deb Rumsey at rumsey@stat.ohio-state.edu.

28–7/1—IMS Asia Pacific Rim 
Meetings, Seoul, South Korea
This new meeting series will provide 
an excellent forum for scientific com-
munication and collaboration among 
researchers in Asia and the Pacific Rim. 
It also will promote communication 
and collaboration between researchers 
in this area and those from other parts 

of the world. The program covers topics 
in statistics and probability, presenting 
recent developments and the state of the 
art in a variety of modern research topics 
and applications. For more information, 
visit http://ims-aprm.org or contact Runze 
Li, Department of statistics, Penn state 
University, University Park, PA 16802-
2111; (814) 965-1555; ril4@stat.psu.edu.

July
1—6th EudraVigilance Information 
Day, London, United Kingdom
eudraVigilance Information Day will 
provide a forum for marketing authori-
zation holders and sponsors of clinical 
trials to gain a better understanding of 
the key activities of the eudraVigilance 
expert working Group and their work 
2009 program (see http://eudravigilance.
emea.europa.eu). The main areas to be 
addressed are implementation aspects 
related to electronic reporting of ICsRs, 
key pharmacovigilance activities in some 
of the eU member states, and practi-
cal implementation questions raised by 
stakeholders. For more information, visit 
www.diahome.org/DIAHOME/Education/
FindEducationalOffering.aspx?productID
=18483&eventType=Meeting or contact 
senior Manager Marketing, europe, 
DIA, Postfach, Basel, International 4002, 
switzerland; +41 61 225 51 51;  
talana.bertschi@diaeurope.org.

1–3—International Conference of 
Computational Statistics and Data 
Engineering 2009, London, United 
Kingdom
Held under the world Congress on 
engineering and organized by the 
International Association of engineers, this 
meeting serves as a good platform for the 
research community to meet and exchange 
ideas. For more information, visit www.
iaeng.org/WCE2009/ICCSDE2009.html or 
contact william Young at wce@iaeng.org.

7–9—LASR 2009: Statistical Tools for 
Challenges in Bioinformatics, Leeds, 
United Kingdom
The 2009 Leeds Annual statistical 
Research workshop will focus on develop-
ments in interdisciplinary statistics and the 
interface between statistical methodology 
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and bioinformatics. For more informa-
tion, visit www.maths.leeds.ac.uk/lasr2009 
or contact Arief Gusnanto, Department 
of statistics, woodhouse Lane, Leeds, 
International Ls2 9JT, United Kingdom; 
+44 113 3435135; workshop@maths.
leeds.ac.uk.

7–17—SAMSI Summer ’09 Program on 
Psychometrics, Research Triangle Park, 
North Carolina
Much of current psychometric research 
involves the development of novel statisti-
cal methodology to model educational 
and psychological processes, and a wide 
variety of new psychometric models have 
appeared over the last quarter century. The 
development of several of these models 
has been spearheaded by quantitative psy-
chologists. During the same period, similar 
models and methodologies were developed 
by academic statisticians in mathematics 
and statistics departments. The goal of this 
program is to bring researchers from both 
areas together to explore possible avenues 
for mutual collaboration. For more infor-
mation, visit www.samsi.info/programs/20
09psychometricsprogram.shtml or contact 
Terri Nida, 19 T.w. Alexander Drive, 
RTP, NC 27709; (919) 685-9350; info@
samsi.info.

13–14—ARS’09 Social Network 
Analysis: Models and Methods for 
Relational Data, Salerno, Italy
The aim of this workshop is to pres-
ent the most relevant results and recent 
developments in social network analysis. 
Conference topics include block model-
ing, collaboration networks, dynamic 
networks, large networks, network appli-
cations, and new methodologies for rela-
tional data. For more information, visit 
www.ars2009.unisa.it or contact Maria 
Prosperina Vitale, Via Ponte Don Melillo, 
Fisciano (salerno), International 84084, 
Italy; +39089962211; mvitale@unisa.it.

13–15—International Conference on 
the Interface Between Statistics and 
Engineering, Beijing, China
This conference will focus on innovative 
research on the interface between statistics 
and engineering for the support of com-
plex system design and operation, quality 
and reliability engineering, and optimal 

decisionmaking. Authors are invited to 
submit abstracts. For more information, 
visit http://icise.bjut.edu.cn/index.htm 
or contact Kwok Tsui, Industrial and 
systems engineering, 765 Ferst Drive, 
Atlanta, GA 30332; (404) 894-2311; 
ktsui@isye.gatech.edu.

››15–16—Seminar on Innovative 
Approaches to Turn Statistics into 
Knowledge, Washington, DC
The OeCD and U.s. Census Bureau 
are jointly organizing this seminar to 
contribute to the development of tools 
that help people transform statistics into 
knowledge and decisions. The seminar will 
include the use of videos, as explored by 
GapMinder and others, and participative 
approaches, as seen in some web 2.0 initia-
tives. The focus of the seminar will be on 
innovative applications of tools. For more 
information, visit www.oecd.org/progress/
ict/statknowledge or contact Lars Thygesen, 
+33145248402; lars.thygesen@oecd.org.

20–22—International Symposium 
in Statistics on GLLMM, St. John’s, 
Newfoundland
The objective of this symposium is to 
bring together a set of speakers and dis-
cussants to describe the latest research in 
GLLMM with applications to biostatis-
tics, econometrics, and ecological and 
environmental studies, among others. 
For more information, visit www. 
iss-2009-stjohns.ca or contact Brajendra 
sutradhar, Department of Mathematics 
and statistics, st. John’s, Newfoundland 
A1C 5s7, Canada; 7097378731; 
bsutradh@math.mun.ca.

20–28—IMSM 2009, Raleigh, North 
Carolina
The objective of this workshop is to 
expose graduate students in mathematics, 
engineering, and statistics to challenging 
and exciting real-world problems arising 
in industrial and government laboratory 
research. students will get experience in 
the team approach to problemsolving. 
They will be divided into six-member 
teams to collaborate on industrial proj-
ects presented by experienced scientists 
and engineers. During the workshop, 
each group is mentored by both the 

Purchase T-shirts,  
books, JSM Proceedings,  
and gift items!

SAVE 10%
on your first purchase by  

entering ASASTORE at checkout.

Visit the ASA’s online  
marketplace at  

www.amstat.org/asastore

Shop          
ASA
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problem presenter and a faculty adviser. 
For more information, visit www.ncsu.
edu/crsc/events/imsm09 or contact Ilse 
Ipsen, Dept. of Mathematics, NCsU, 
Raleigh, NC 27695; (919) 515-5289; 
imsm_09@ncsu.edu.

August
*1–6—2009 Joint Statistical Meetings, 
Washington, DC
JsM (Joint statistical Meetings) is the 
largest gathering of statisticians held in 
North America. It is held jointly with 
the American statistical Association, 
the International Biometric society 
(eNAR and wNAR), the Institute of 
Mathematical statistics, the statistical 
society of Canada, the International 
Indian statistical Association, and 
the International Chinese statistical 
Association. Attended by more than 5,500 
people, activities include oral presenta-
tions, panel sessions, poster presentations, 
continuing education courses, an exhibit 

hall, a placement service, society and 
section business meetings, committee 
meetings, social activities, and network-
ing opportunities. For more information, 
visit www.amstat.org/meetings or contact 
AsA Meetings Department, 732 North 
washington street, Alexandria, VA 22314; 
(888) 231-3473; jsm@amstat.org.

6–8—15th ISSAT International 
Conference on Reliability and Quality 
in Design, San Francisco, California
This conference is an international 
forum for the presentation of new results, 
research development, and applications in 
all aspects of reliability, quality in design, 
and statistics. The conference is typically 
attended by international participants and 
is characterized by an intimate culture. For 
more information, visit www. 
issatconferences.org or contact IssAT 
RQD Conference, P.O. Box 1504, 
Piscataway, CA 08855; rqd@ 
issatconferences.org.

10–12—It’s Online, Therefore It Exists! 
A Workshop on Technology-Enhanced 
Probability and Statistics Education 
Using SOCR Resources, Los Angeles, 
California
The 2009 sOCR aims to demonstrate 
the functionality, use, and assessment of 
current sOCR resources in probability 
and statistics curricula at different levels. 
The sOCR tools, activities, and materi-
als are openly and anonymously available 
over the Internet to the entire community. 
This workshop will be of most value to 
AP teachers and college instructors of 
probability and statistics classes who have 
an interest in exploring novel technology-
enhanced approaches for improving sta-
tistics education. For more information, 
visit http://wiki.stat.ucla.edu/socr/index.
php/SOCR_Events_Aug2009 or contact 
Ivo Dinov, 8125 Math sciences Bldg., 
Los Angeles, CA 90095; (310) 825-8430; 
dinov@stat.ucla.edu.
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16–22—International Statistical 
Institute 57th Biennial Session, Durban, 
South Africa
This session will include meetings of 
the Bernoulli society, the International 
Association for statistical Computing, 
the International Association of survey 
statisticians, the International Association 
for Official statistics, and the International 
Association for statistical education. For 
more information, visit www.cbs.nl/isi 
or contact shabani Mehta, 428 Prinses 
Beatrixlaan, P.O. Box 950, Voorburg, 
International 2270 AZ, The Netherlands; 
+31-70-3375737; isi@cbs.nl.

››17–19—Measurement, Design, and 
Analysis Methods for Health Outcomes 
Research, Boston, Massachusetts
Taught in an interactive classroom setting, 
this program is geared toward introduc-
tory to intermediate learning levels to 
help participants design, implement, and 
analyze outcomes studies and critically 
review and use outcomes data for clinical 
decisionmaking, health-care planning, 
and technology development. For more 
information, visit www.hsph.harvard.
edu/ccpe/programs/MDA.html or contact 
Continuing education, 677 Huntington 
Ave., Boston, MA 02115; (617) 384-
8692; contedu@hsph.harvard.edu.

September
››9–11—CLADAG 2009, Catania, Italy
The Classification and Data Analysis 
Group of the Italian statistical society pro-
motes advanced methodological research 
in multivariate statistics with a special 
interest in data analysis and classification. 
CLADAG supports the exchange of ideas 
in these fields, including the dissemina-
tion of concepts, numerical methods, 
algorithms, and computational and 
applied results. For more information, visit 
cladag2009.unict.it or contact salvatore 
Ingrassia, Facoltà di economia, Corso 
Italia 55, Catania, International 95129, 
Italy; s.ingrassia@unict.it.

14–16—S.Co. 2009, Milan, Italy
The aim of the s.Co. conference is to 
provide a forum for the discussion of new 
developments and applications of statistical 

models and computational methods for 
complex and high-dimensional data. The 
conference will consist of invited lectures, 
organized and contributed sessions, and 
poster presentations. For more informa-
tion, visit mox.polimi.it/sco2009 or contact 
eventi Mate, Piazza Leonardo Da Vinci, 
32, Milano, International 20133, Italy; 
eventimate@mate.polimi.it.

21–22—6th International Meeting on 
Statistical Methods in Biopharmacy, 
Paris, France
This meeting will focus on innovative 
statistical approaches to design and analy-
sis of clinical trials, specifically missing 
data, flexible designs, multiplicity, and 
meta-analysis. Contributed papers are 
welcome if they are relevant to these areas; 
contributed posters are welcome if they 
describe unrelated, but innovative, research 
on the design and analysis of clinical tri-
als. For more information, visit www.
biopharma2009-sfds.fr or contact Claude 
Petit, 900 Ridgebury Road, Ridgefield, 
CT 06877; (203) 798-4303; claude.petit@
boehringer-ingelheim.com.

October
*8–9—53rd Annual Fall Technical 
Conference, Indianapolis, Indiana
Cosponsored by the Physical and 
engineering sciences and Quality and 
Productivity sections of AsA, as well 
as the Chemical and Process Industry 
and statistics Divisions of AsQ, this 
conference will be held at the Hilton 
Indianapolis. For more information, visit 
www.amstat-online.org/sections/qp/ 
2009-ftc-call-for-papers.pdf or contact 
Donald McCormack, 2901 Oakhaven 
Drive, Austin, TX 78704;  
don.mccomack@jmp.com.

20–22—International Conference on 
Modeling, Simulation, and Control 
2009, San Francisco, California
This conference is held under the world 
Congress on engineering and Computer 
science wCeCs 2009, organized by the 
International Association of engineers, 
a nonprofit international association 
for engineers and computer scientists. 
All submitted papers will be under peer 

review, and accepted papers will be pub-
lished in the conference proceedings. For 
more information, visit www.iaeng.org/
WCECS2009/ICMSC2009.html or con-
tact IAeNG secretariat, Unit 1, 1/F, 37-39 
Hung To Road, Hong Kong, International 
HK, Hong Kong; (852) 3169-3427; 
wcecs@iaeng.org.

21–23—2009 Nonclinical Biostatistics 
Conference, Boston, Massachusetts
The first conference in the United states 
to be completely devoted to nonclinical 
biostatistics will provide opportunities 
to present and discuss current scientific 
issues relevant to nonclinical biostatistics. 
Registration and a call for abstracts opened 
February 2, 2009. For more information, 
visit www.ncb2009.org or contact Mathis 
Thoma, 655 Huntington Ave., Boston, 
MA 02115; info@ncb2009.org.

27–30—25th International 
Methodology Symposium, Gatineau, 
Québec
This anniversary symposium, titled 
“Longitudinal surveys: From Design to 
Analysis,” is for researchers with private 
research organizations, governments, and 
universities who are interested in statistical 
or methodological issues specific to longi-
tudinal surveys. The first day will consist 
of workshops, while the following days 
will consist of plenary and parallel sessions 
covering a variety of topics. Additional 
research and results will be presented via 
poster sessions. For more information, visit 
www.statcan.ca/english/conferences/ 
symposium2009 or contact Caroline 
Rondeau, 150 Tunney’s Pasture Driveway, 
R.H. Coats Building, Ottawa, Québec 
K1A OT6, Canada; caroline.rondeau@
statcan.ca.

November
9–13—Sixteenth Annual 
Biopharmaceutical Applied Statistics 
Symposium, Savannah, Georgia
This symposium provides a forum for 
pharmaceutical, medical, and regulatory 
science professionals to share timely and 
pertinent information concerning the 
application of biostatistics in biophar-
maceutical environments. For details, 
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visit http://bass.georgiasouthern.edu or 
contact Ruth whitworth, P.O. Box 8015, 
statesboro, GA 30460-8015; (912) 478-
7904; bass@georgiasouthern.edu.

››11–14—American Evaluation 
Association (AEA) Annual Conference, 
Orlando, Florida
This year’s conference, themed “Context 
and evaluation,” is broken down into 41 
topical strands that include more than 
500 presentations. Content will span the 
breadth and depth of evaluation, from 
exploring traditional and emerging meth-
odologies to addressing issues related to 
working internationally and cross-cultur-
ally to delving into applications of evalu-
ation to a range of disciplines. For more 
information, visit www.eval.org/eval2009 
or contact Membership Director Heidi 
Nye at info@eval.org or (888) 232-2275. 

December
››*6–11—65th Annual Deming 
Conference on Applied Statistics, 
Atlantic City, New Jersey
The purpose of this conference and the fol-
lowing two-day short courses is to discuss 
recent developments in statistical method-
ologies. The conference is composed of 12 
three-hour tutorials on current statistical 
topics of interest. Recognized experts in the 
field will give the lectures and short courses 
based on their recently published books. 
For more information, visit www. 
demingconference.com or contact walter 
Young, 16 Harrow Circle, wayne, PA 
19087; (610)989-1622; demingchair@
gmail.com.

2010
January
*4–8—International Indian Statistical 
Association Joint Statistical Meetings 
and International Conference on 
Statistics, Probability, and Related Areas, 
Visakhapatnam, India
The Joint statistical Meetings, organized 
by the International Indian statistical 
Association in partnership with the 
American statistical Association and sta-
tistical associations in India, will be held at 
Andhra University. For more information, 
visit www.stat.osu.edu/~hnn/IISA.html or 
contact Naranyanswamy Balakrishnan, 
Department of Mathematics and statistics, 
McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario 
L85 4K1, Canada; (905) 525-9140, ext. 
23420; bala@mcmaster.ca.



APRIL 2009 AmstAt News    65

C
A

LEN
D

A
R

 O
F eVeN

ts

March
››17–20—Conference on Frontier of 
Statistical Decisionmaking and Bayesian 
Analysis.
This conference consists of plenary, invited, 
and poster sessions. Plenary speakers 
include Donald Berry, Lawrence Brown, 
Persi Diaconis, stephen Fienberg, and Alan 
Gelfand. The conference will provide an 
overview of the past, present, and future 
developments of statistical decisionmaking 
and Bayesian analysis. Prior to the confer-
ence, short courses on various statistical 
topics will be offered. For more information, 
visit http://bergerconference2010.utsa.edu or 
contact Keying Ye at Keying.Ye@utsa.edu.

May
19–22—Conference on Nonparametric 
Statistics and Statistical Learning, 
Columbus, Ohio
This conference will bring together 
researchers in nonparametrics and statisti-
cal learning from academia, industry, and 
government in an atmosphere focused 
on the development of both statistical 
theory and methods. The areas are broadly 
defined, with nonparametrics encompass-
ing distribution-free statistics, rank-based 
and robust statistics, Bayesian nonpara-
metric methods, permutation-based meth-
ods, nonparametric regression, and density 
estimation. statistical learning includes a 
range of methods focused on the general 
goals of discovery, classification, and pre-
diction. For more information, visit www.
stat.osu.edu/~nssl2010 or contact steven 
Maceachern, Department of statistics, 
The Ohio state University, 1958 Neil 
Ave., Cockins Hall, Rm. 404, Columbus, 
OH 43210-1247; (614) 292-5843; snm@
stat.osu.edu.

23–26—38th Annual Meeting of the 
Statistical Society of Canada, Québec 
City, Québec
This conference will bring together 
academic, government, and industrial 
researchers as well as users of statistics and 
probability. Featured will be workshops 
and invited and contributed sessions 
on all areas of statistics and probability. 
About 450 statisticians are expected to 
participate. For details, contact Thierry 

Duchesne, Université Laval, Département 
de mathématiques et de statistique, 
Pavillon Vachon, Québec, Quebec G1K 
7P4, Canada; (418) 656-2131, ext. 5077; 
thierry.duchesne@mat.ulaval.ca.

25–27—Joint Research Conference 
on Statistics in Quality, Industry, and 
Technology, Gaithersburg, Maryland
The Quality and Productivity Research 
Conference and the spring Research 
Conference on statistics in Industry 
and Technology will be held jointly at 
the National Institute of standards and 
Technology (NIsT). The goal of the con-
ference is to stimulate interdisciplinary 
research among statisticians, engineers, 
and physical scientists in quality and pro-
ductivity, industrial needs, and the physical 
sciences. For more information, contact 
will Guthrie, 100 Bureau Drive, stop 
8980, Gaithersburg, MD 20899-8980; 
(301) 975-2854; will.guthrie@nist.gov.

June
29–7/1—International Conference on 
Probability Distributions and Related 
Topics in Conjunction with NZSA 
Conference, Palmerston North, New 
Zealand
This international conference is devoted 
to all aspects of distribution theory and its 
applications, including discrete, univariate, 
and multivariate continuous distributions; 
copulas; extreme values; skewed distribu-
tions; conditionally specified distributions; 
and life distributions in engineering and 
survival analysis. For more information, 
visit http://nzsa_cdl_2010.massey.ac.nz or 
contact Narayanaswamy Balakrishnan, 
Department of Mathematics and statistics, 
Hamilton, International L8s 4K1, 
Canada; (905) 525-9140, ext. 23420; 
bala@mcmaster.ca.

July
27–31—LinStat 2010, Tomar, Portugal
The aim of this conference is to bring 
together researchers sharing an interest in a 
variety of aspects of statistics and its appli-
cations to discuss current developments. 
There will be plenary talks and sessions 
with contributed talks, as well as a special 

session with talks by graduate students. For 
more information, visit www.linstat2010.
ipt.pt or contact Francisco Carvalho, 
estrada da serra - Quinta do Contador, 
Tomar, International 2300-313, Portugal; 
+351249328100; fpcarvalho@ipt.pt.

*31–8/5—2010 Joint Statistical 
Meetings, Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Canada
JsM (Joint statistical Meetings) is the 
largest gathering of statisticians held in 
North America. It is held jointly with 
the American statistical Association, 
the International Biometric society 
(eNAR and wNAR), the Institute of 
Mathematical statistics, the statistical 
society of Canada, the International 
Indian statistical Association, and 
the International Chinese statistical 
Association. Attended by more than 5,500 
people, activities include oral presenta-
tions, panel sessions, poster presentations, 
continuing education courses, an exhibit 
hall, a placement service, society and 
section business meetings, committee 
meetings, social activities, and network-
ing opportunities. For more information, 
visit www.amstat.org/meetings or contact 
AsA Meetings Department, 732 North 
washington street, Alexandria, VA 22314; 
(888) 231-3473; jsm@amstat.org.

August

30–9/3—Prague Stochastics 2010, 
Prague, Czech Republic
Prague stochastics 2010 is next in a series 
of international conferences on stochas-
tics organized in Prague since 1956. 
The scientific program will be aimed 
at covering a wide range of stochastics, 
with special emphasis on the topics of 
this lively field that have been pursued in 
Prague. For more information, visit www.
utia.cas.cz/pragstoch2010 or contact Lucie 
Fajfrova, Pod Vodarenskou vezi 4, Prague 
8, International 18208, Czech Republic; 
pragstoch@utia.cas.cz.  n
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Looking for a   JOB?Your career as a statistician is important to the 
ASA, and we are here to help you realize your 

professional goals. 

VIEW ALL JOBS...Search by keyword, job category, type of job, job level, state/country location, job 
posting date, and date range of job posting.  

ADVANCED SEARCH...Use multiple search criteria for more targeted results.

MAINTAIN A PERSONAL ACCOUNT…Manage your job search, update your profile, and edit 
your résumé. (ASA members only)

USE A PERSONAL SEARCH AGENT…Receive email notification when new jobs match your 
criteria. (ASA members only)

ADVERTISE YOUR RÉSUMÉ…Post a confidential profile so employers can find you. Registered 
job seekers can submit their résumés to the résumé database in a “public” (full résumé and contact 
information) or “confidential” (identity and contact information withheld) capacity. A confidential 
submission means only an employer can contact the applicant using a “blind” email. (ASA members only)

http://www.amstat.org/jobweb

The ASA JobWeb is a targeted job database and résumé-posting service 
that will help you take advantage of valuable resources and opportunities. 
Check out the many services available from the ASA JobWeb. 

Visit the
ASA JobWeb online

 TODAY!
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Professional Opportunity Listings may not exceed 65 words, plus equal 
opportunity information. Ads must be received by the first of the pre-
ceding month to ensure appearance in the next issue (i.e., september 1 

for the October issue). Ads received after the deadline will be held until the 
following issue.

Listings are shown alphabetically by state, followed by international listings. 
Vacancy listings may include the institutional name and address or be identified  
by number, as desired.

Professional Opportunities Vacancies also will be published on the AsA’s 
web site (www.amstat.org). Vacancy listings will appear on the web site for the 
entire calendar month. Ads may not be placed for publication in the magazine 
only; all ads will be published both electronically and in print.

Rates: $320 for nonprofit organizations (with proof of nonprofit status), 
$475 for all others. Member discounts are not given. Display advertising rates 
are at www.amstat.org/advertising.

Listings will be invoiced following publication. All payments should be 
made to the American statistical Association. All material should be sent 
to Amstat News, 732 North washington street, Alexandria, VA 22314-
1943;  fax (703) 684-2036; email advertise@amstat.org. 

employers are expected to acknowledge all responses resulting from publica-
tion of the ad. Personnel advertising is accepted only with the understanding 
that the advertiser does not discriminate among applicants on the basis of race, 
sex, religion, age, color, national origin, handicap, or sexual orientation.

Also look for job ads on the AsA web site at www.amstat.org/jobweb.

California
n Accepting applications for full-time 
lecturer for the 2009–2010 academic 
year (with possibility of renewal for sec-
ond year) in the statistics Department 
at Cal Poly, san Luis Obispo, CA. For 
details, qualifications, and application 
instructions (online faculty application 
required), please visit www.calpolyjobs.
org, and search/apply to requisition 
#101856. Job close date is May, 8, 
2009. Cal Poly is strongly committed 
to achieving excellence through cul-
tural diversity.  The university actively 
encourages applications and nomina-
tions of all qualified individuals.  eeO. 

Illinois
n Two, non-tenure track full/associ-
ate/assistant professor positions in the 
Biostatistical Collaboration Center 
requires a doctoral degree in biostatis-
tics/statistics for collaboration, consulta-

tion, teaching and research in biomedi-
cal field. excellent communication skills 
are essential. At least one-year post-
doctoral experience. To apply, send CV 
and references to: Thongsy singvongsa, 
Department of Preventive Medicine, NU 
Feinberg school of Medicine, 680 N. Lake 
shore suite 1102, Chicago, IL 60611. 
Northwestern University is an Affirmative 
action/equal opportunity employer.

Maryland
n seeking PhD/experienced master’s 
statisticians for Center for Devices 
and Radiological Health, FDA, HHs. 
Grapple with rich array of statistical 
issues in clinical trials for new technolo-
gies, from LAsIK and artificial hearts to 
genetic tests and robotic surgery. Review 
statistical designs/analyses issues in medi-
cal devices from invention to postmar-
ket. send CV to Greg Campbell, 1350 
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Piccard Drive, HFZ-550, Rockville MD 
20850, greg.campbell@fda.hhs.gov. FDA is 
a smoke-free environment and an equal 
Opportunity employer.  Permanent resi-
dency required.

Massachusetts
n Research scientists, biostatistics. 
Collaborate in cancer clinical trials with 
an emphasis on laboratory correlative sci-
ence, the analysis and reporting of inter-
national breast cancer studies, and stud-
ies in pain and symptom management. 
Required: PhD in biostatistics/statistics, 
1–2 years’s experience, exceptional skills 
in data analysis and sAs/s/R, and excel-
lent written and oral communication 
skills. email CV and names of three 
references to: Research scientist Job 
search, biostatistics.job-search@jimmy.
harvard.edu eOe.

n Ms biostatistician. Collaborate with 
medical and scientific researchers in 
design, analysis, and publication of can-
cer clinical trials and related research. 
Requirements: strong background 
in statistical principles, data analysis, 
computing (especially sAs and R), 
communication skills, and 1–2 years of 
experience. send CV, names of three ref-
erences to: Ms biostatistician Job search, 
Biostatistics & Computational Biology, 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, 44 Binney 
street, Boston, MA 02115; biostatistics.
job-search@jimmy.harvard.edu Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute is an AA/eOe.

Ohio
n Associate professor, non-tenure track, 
Department of Neurology, Case western 
Reserve University. Proven ability to 
develop innovative measurement and sta-
tistical methods to improve translational 
and outcomes research in neurology, e.g., 
assessing disease severity, patient/fam-
ily QoL, and diagnostic and prognostic 
accuracy. Teach biostatistics, psycho-
metrics. By 5/30/09, send CV and letter 
summarizing fit to position (preferably 
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The Division of Biostatistics at the Department of Preventive Medicine of the University of Southern California invites applications for a 
faculty position at the Assistant Professor level in environmental biostatistics. A suitable candidate is required to hold a PhD in biostatistics, 
or a related field; additional post-doctoral training would be an asset but is not essential. Candidates should have a demonstrated track 
record of methodological and applied interdisciplinary research, and interest in working on a wide array of methodological and substan-
tive problems in environmental biostatistics and epidemiology.  

A major focus of the Division’s methodological and applied research in the environmental epidemiology arena has been the Southern 
California Children’s Health Study (CHS), a cohort study of the health effects of air pollution on children’s respiratory growth and disease.  
Over 12,000 children from 15 communities with a diverse pattern of exposure to different pollutants are being followed, some for up to 
17 years, with extensive characterization of exposures at the individual and community level, outcomes, and modifying factors, including 
candidate genes and genome-wide SNPs. This is the most important long-term study of effects in childhood and has had significant im-
pact on air pollution policy. The successful applicant will have the opportunity to work on these data along with a well established group 
of biostatisticians working on such methodological issues as multi-level models for multivariate longitudinal data, spatio-temporal expo-
sure models, and methods for genetic effects and gene-environment interactions. The successful applicant will also have the opportunity to 
interact with a large network of environmental epidemiologists, cancer researchers, and exposure assessment experts on a variety of other 
challenges under the umbrella of the NIEHS-funded Southern California Environmental Health Sciences Center. Independent statistical 
research and teaching in the Department’s graduate programs in Biostatistics and Epidemiology is also encouraged.

Potential candidates are encouraged to submit their applications (along with current CV, statement of research interests, and three or 
more letters of recommendation) to: Biostatistics Faculty Search Committee, Attn: Duncan Thomas, PhD, Division of Biostatistics, Depart-
ment of Preventive Medicine, Keck School of Medicine, University of Southern California, 1540 Alcazar St., CHP-220, Los Angeles, CA, 
90089-9011, or via e-mail to dthomas@usc.edu.  

USC values diversity and is committed to equal opportunity in employment. 
Women and men, and members of all racial and ethnic groups are encouraged to apply.

Assistant Professor of Biostatistics
Division of Biostatistics, Department of Preventive Medicine
Keck School of Medicine, University of Southern California
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PDF) to Ralph O’Brien, PhD, c/o  
melissa.giglio@case.edu. In employment, 
as in education, CwRU is committed to 
equal Opportunity and Diversity. Hiring 
is contingent upon eligibility to work in 
the United states. women and minori-
ties are encouraged to apply. 

Oregon
n Kaiser Permanente Center for Health 
Research seeks an applied statistician 
to join our highly collaborative team of 
health researchers. The position involves 
statistical consulting, collaboration on 
proposals for external research funding, 
planning and direction of statistical anal-
yses, manuscript writing, presentations at 
national meetings, and possible analytic 
staff supervision. A doctoral degree 
in a statistical science is required. To 
apply, email CV to allison.naleway@
kpchr.org eOe. 
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Pennsylvania
n Merck & Co. Inc., established in 
1891, is a global research-driven pharma-
ceutical company dedicated to putting 
patients first. In this role, the incumbent 
will lead statistical efforts in support of 
all phases of clinical research in cognitive 
disorders, w/particular focus on experi-
mental design and endpoint develop-
ment for clinical trials. Required: Ms/
PhD and a minimum of 5 years late 
development experience. merckcareers.
jobs/ 0492 - req # sTA000492. Merck 
is an equal opportunity employer, M/F/
D/V - proudly embracing diversity in all 
of its manifestations.  n

Job Duties:  
The Division of Epidemiology at the University of Utah has an opening for a collaborating 
Biostatistician to be part of a productive clinical and health outcomes research team. The success-
ful candidate will be skilled at data analysis and interpretation, able to manage multiple projects 
simultaneously, interested in learning new statistical methodology and performing sophisticated 
analyses, and proficient in statistical programming (e.g., Stata, SAS, R). The ideal applicant will 
have an excellent understanding of the research process and integrate well with a multi-disciplin-
ary team including epidemiologists, biostatisticians, and other health science researchers.  He/she 
will be expected to work as part of the team dedicated to research within the Division of Epidemiol-
ogy and may also collaborate with researchers throughout the School of Medicine. Both full time 
(40 hrs/week) and part time (20 hrs/week) positions may be available. 

Minimum Qualifications: 
A master’s degree in statistics or related field is required.  Excellent verbal and written communica-
tion skills are essential. 

Preferences:
Prior statistical consulting experience desired. We offer competitive salaries, attractive career lad-
ders, funding to attend professional meetings and obtain special training, and a comprehensive 
and flexible employee benefits package.

Contact Information:
Qualified applicants should email or mail a resume, letter of interest, and names of references in 
confidence to:  

Dr. Molly Leecaster
Division of Epidemiology
Department of Internal Medicine
University of Utah School of Medicine
295 Chipeta Way
Salt Lake City, UT 84132
Molly.Leecaster@hsc.utah.edu

Opening for MS Biostatistician at the University of Utah
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The American Statistical 
Association (ASA) Committee 
on Law and Justice Statistics 
announces a small grant 
program for the analysis of 
Bureau of Justice Statistics 
(BJS) and other justice-related 
data. This program is designed 
to encourage the creative and 
appropriate use of these data 
to inform substantive and 
methodological issues. Awards 
are generally to be completed 
within a two-year period and are 
typically in the range of $25,000 
to $40,000. 

Proposals must be 
postmarked by April 20, 
2009. 

For more information, go to  
http://www.amstat.org/ 
careers/pdfs/BJSsolicitation.pdf
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The Department of Biostatistics at Virginia Commonwealth University is seeking applicants specializing in genomic biostatistics for a tenure 
track position at the level of assistant (or associate) professor. Qualifications include: Ph.D. in biostatistics, statistics, bioinformatics, or re-
lated field. Experience in the analyses of genomic and/or proteomic data and familiarity with statistical programming environments for ana-
lyzing such high throughput data is preferred. Candidates should have excellent oral and written communication skills. Application areas of 
particular interest include epigenomics, genomics, whole genome association studies, systems biology and analysis of biological pathways. 
Techniques of particular interest include multivariate analysis, time series analysis, survival analysis and Bayesian methods. Primary respon-
sibilities include teaching and advising graduate students as well as conducting independent methodological research. In addition, the 
successful applicant will be expected to collaborate with other VCU investigators in related fields in obtaining extramural grant support.  

Virginia Commonwealth University is a large comprehensive university in Richmond Virginia, an affordable mid-sized city of consider-
able historic charm located two hours south of Washington DC, and an hour’s drive from the Shenandoah mountains. The medical school 
(formerly Medical College of Virginia) has a distinguished history, and has embarked on a major expansion of research capacity. VCU is an 
urban, research intensive institution with a richly diverse university community and commitment to multicultural opportunities.  

Applications must include a statement of research interest, curriculum vitae, and contact information for three professional refer-
ences and should be directed to Donna McClish, Ph.D., Department of Biostatistics, School of Medicine, Virginia Commonwealth 
University, Box 980032, 730 E. Broad Street, Richmond, VA  23298, telephone: 804.827.2050, email: mcclish@vcu.edu.   

Virginia Commonwealth University is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer.  
Women, minorities and persons with disabilities are encouraged to apply.

Assistant/Associate Professor
Department of Biostatistics 

NORC conducts high quality social science 
research in the public interest from its head-
quarters at the University of Chicago and 
from its offices in Chicago, IL, Washington, DC, 
Bethesda, MD, and Berkeley, CA. 

We conduct research in economics, demo-
graphics, education and child development, 
health, substance abuse, mental health, jus-
tice, and survey quality both in the U.S. and 
internationally. We offer full-service survey 
design and operations as well as strengths in 
analysis, information technology, and techni-
cal assistance. NORC supports the research 
needs of government in the U.S. and abroad, 
international donor agencies, foundations, 
academic researchers, and private organiza-
tions.

NORC is actively seeking statisticians, survey 
methodologists, statistical programmers, 
data managers, survey directors, and social 
scientists with advanced training or experi-
ence in survey research or survey operations. 
New staff will be based in our Chicago, IL or 
Washington, DC offices. To learn more about 
NORC and to apply for employment, visit our 
website at:

http://www.norc.org/careers

NORC is an affirmative action, equal opportunity employer 
that values and actively seeks diversity in the workforce.
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Have You 
Moved?
Send us your new address: 
addresschange@amstat.org or 
write to  
Address Change 
American Statistical Association 
732 North Washington Street 
Alexandria, VA  22314-1943
or call (888) 231-3473
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Contacts

Main

American Statistical 
Association 
732 North Washington Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314-1943  
Phone: (703) 684-1221  
Toll-free: (888) 231-3473  
Fax: (703) 684-2037  
Email: asainfo@amstat.org

ASA Departments

Advertising: advertise@
amstat.org

Amstat News: amstat@
amstat.org

Awards: awards@amstat.org 

Education: educinfo@ 
amstat.org

Fellowships and Research 
Programs: 
farp@amstat.org   

Journals: journals@ 
amstat.org

LINK: link@amstat.org

Meetings: meetings@ 
amstat.org 

Membership/Member 
Services:  
asainfo@amstat.org 

Web site: webmaster@
amstat.org 

General Information
Information about any of the fol-
lowing may be found by linking 
to the web sites listed below or by 
contacting Member Services.

Amstat Online
Access up-to-date information 
from Amstat Online at www.
amstat.org. Updated often, the 
ASA’s web site gives you access to 
recent news; the ASA’s products 
and services; and section, chapter, 
and committee homepages.

ASA Membership
ASA members receive Amstat 
News; enjoy a variety of discounts 
on peer-reviewed journals, 
magazines, newsletters, proceed-
ings, and brochures; build an 
invaluable network of more than 
18,000 members; expand career 
horizons; and access up-to-date 
information from Amstat Online 
at www.amstat.org. To join, go to 
www.amstat.org/join. 

Member Services
Do you have an address change, 
membership question, claim, or 
general inquiry? Please call the 
ASA Member Service’s toll-free 
direct line, (888) 231-3473, for 
all your ASA needs. If you prefer, 
email Member Services at  
asainfo@amstat.org, or fax to 
(703) 684-2037.

Campaigns for the ASA
Giving to the ASA

Members and friends of the ASA 
may contribute to the statistics 
profession by financially support-
ing our mission and goals. The 
ASA is a 501(c) (3) not-for-profit 
corporation. Contributions to the 
ASA are tax-deductible. Please 
visit www.amstat.org/giving for  
more information.

Host a Membership Social
Host a membership social and the 
ASA will reimburse up to $100 to 
cover the cost of pizza, sandwich-
es, snacks, and soft drinks! Please 
visit www.amstat.org/ 
membership/pdfs/Chapter 
SchoolSocials.pdf  
for more information.

Member Demographics
The ASA collects demographics 
data to create summary reports 
of the ASA membership and to 
develop new services for our 
members. All individual demo-
graphic information remains 
confidential.  

Please visit www.amstat.
org/membersonly and click 
“MyDemographics” under “My 
Account” to participate.

 Member-Get-a-Member
Nominate your colleagues for 
ASA membership! You depend 
on the ASA, and we count on 
you, too. We know our current 
members are the best possible 
sources for new members who 
could benefit from all the ASA has 
to offer. Please visit www.amstat.
org/membership/mgm. 

Sponsor an ASA Membership
Now you can sponsor the mem-
bership of a colleague, student, 
or K–12 school. You also can give 
ASA membership as a gift! Please 
visit www.amstat.org/ 
membership/SAM. 

Student Membership Drive
Students join the ASA at the  
special rate of $10. Please visit  
www.amstat.org/join.

Chapter-Get-a-Member
Chapters are the grassroots of 
the ASA, which is why we are 
challenging our Chapters to help 
increase membership with the 
Chapter-Get-a-Member cam-
paign. Please visit www.amstat.
org/membership/cgm.

Publications & 
Products
Back Issues

Back issues of ASA publications  
may be ordered by sending an 
email to asainfo@amstat.org. 

Books
n The ASA-SIAM Series on 
Statistics and Applied Probability 
provides works of general inter-
est to statisticians, applied 
mathematicians, engineers, and 
scientists. The series is jointly 
published by the ASA and the 
Society for Industrial and Applied 
Mathematics. Please visit www.
amstat.org/publications/ 
booksandcds.cfm.
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n Teaching Statistics: Resources 
for Undergraduate Instructors 
is a publication of the ASA and 
the Mathematical Association of 
America. For more information 
and to order, visit www.amstat.
org/publications/booksandcds.cfm. 

n Guidelines for Assessment 
and Instruction in Statistics 
Education (GAISE) Report: A  
Pre-K–12 Curriculum 
Framework provides a concep-
tual framework for K–12 statis-
tics education and a coherent 
picture of the overall curriculum. 
For more information and to 
order, visit www.amstat.org/ 
education/gaise.

Brochures 
The ASA publishes brochures on 
topics of interest to professional 
statisticians and those who want 
to explore the field of statistics. 
Many brochures are available at 
no charge or for a nominal fee. For 
more information and to order, 
visit www.amstat.org/ASAStore/
Brochures_C104.cfm.

CDs
n 41 Years of Technometrics. 
Now, you can have all articles 
published during the first 41 years 
of Technometrics at your fingertips 
with 41 Years of Technometrics 
on CD-ROM. The mission of 
Technometrics has been to contrib-
ute to the development and use of 
statistical methods in the physical, 
chemical, and engineering scienc-
es. For more information and to 
order, visit http://www.amstat.org/
publications/booksandcds.cfm. 

n JSM Proceedings. Each year, the 
ASA publishes papers presented 
at JSM, as well as those presented 
at other section-sponsored con-
ferences. For more information 
about JSM Proceedings, please 
visit www.amstat.org/publications. 

Ethical Guidelines 
The purpose of this document is 
to encourage ethical and effec-
tive statistical work in morally 
conducive working environ-
ments. Please visit www.amstat.
org/about/ethicalguidelines.cfm   
contact Member Services to 
receive a copy. 

Journals & Magazines
The ASA offers a variety of 
publications available in print 
and online, including Amstat 
News; Journal of Agricultural, 
Biological, and Environmental 
Statistics (JABES); Journal of the 
American Statistical Association 
(JASA); Journal of Business 
& Economic Statistics (JBES); 
Journal of Computational and 
Graphical Statistics (JCGS); 
Journal of Educational and 
Behavioral Statistics (JEBS); 
Journal of Official Statistics (JOS); 
The American Statistician (TAS); 
Technometrics (TECH); Survey 
Methodology; CHANCE; and 
STATS: The Magazine for Students 
of Statistics. Please visit www. 
amstat.org/publications for  
more information. 

Video Series
The Distinguished Statistician 
Video Series is now available for 
sale. The series offers the oppor-
tunity to bring a lecture or discus-
sion by a renowned statistician to 
any ASA chapter meeting, univer-
sity classroom, company archive 
library, or home collection. For 
more information, please contact 
educinfo@amstat.org. 

Member Benefits  
and Honors
Awards

Each year, a number of awards 
are presented in recognition of 
outstanding contributions or 
dedication to the field of statistics, 
professional accomplishments, 
and distinguished service. For 
more information, please visit 
www.amstat.org/careers/awards.
cfm or email awards@amstat.org. 
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ASA JobWeb/Career Center
The ASA JobWeb, a targeted job 
database and résumé-posting  
service, will help you take advan-
tage of valuable career opportu-
nities. Check out the many ser-
vices available at www.amstat.org/ 
jobweb, or email jobweb@ 
amstat.org. 

Chapters & Sections
Network with thousands of col-
leagues through ASA’s regional 
chapters and special-interest sec-
tions. For more information, visit 
www.amstat.org/chapters or www.
amstat.org/sections. 

Current Index to Statistics (CIS)
ASA members enjoy free online 
access to the Current Index to 
Statistics (CIS). To activate your CIS 
access, log in to ASA “Members 
Only,” www.amstat.org/ 
membersonly, and select the CIS 
Web Access tab at the top of the 
page for instructions.

Committees
Since its founding in 1839, 
the ASA has depended on the 
invaluable service of dedicated 
volunteers, working through 
committees, to achieve its goals 
of furthering the statistical pro-
fession. Please visit www.amstat.
org/comm for information. 

Education
With the help of knowledgeable 
and well-respected leaders in 
the profession, the ASA’s Center 
for Statistics Education is able 
to provide quality educational 
opportunities to statisticians of 
all levels of achievement. Please 
visit www.amstat.org/education or 
email educinfo@amstat.org. 

E-newsletter
ASA members also receive our 
monthly e-newsletter, ASA 
Member News, an update full of 
and special announcements. View 
the latest issue at www.amstat.
org/newsletters, or view the entire 
archive at www.amstat.org/ 
membersonly.

Fellows
Annually, full members of estab-
lished reputation who have made 
outstanding contributions in 
some respect of statistical work 
are recognized by selection for 
the honorary title of Fellow. 
Please visit www.amstat.org/ 
fellows for more information.

Grant Program
Six major research programs  
and one grant program are 
administered by the ASA. Please 
visit www.amstat.org/careers/ 
fellowshipsgrants.cfm or email 
farp@amstat.org for more  
information.

Joint Statistical Meetings 
(JSM)

JSM is the largest annual gath-
ering of statisticians in North 
America. Sponsored by the ASA, 
International Biometric Society 
(ENAR and WNAR), the Institute 
of Mathematical Statistics, the 
Statistical Society of Canada, 
International Chinese Statistical 
Association, and the International 
Indian Association. JSM  
is attended by more than 5,000  
individuals. Please visit www.
amstat.org/meetings or email  
JSM@amstat.org.

JSTOR
ASA members can purchase 
access to the JSTOR database of 
JASA, TAS, Technometrics, JABES, 
JBES and JCGS. JSTOR is a web 
archive of every issue of these 
publications with the exception 
of the most recent five years. To 
purchase access to these pub-
lications via JSTOR, visit www.
amstat.org/publications/pdfs/
JSTORSpecialOffer.pdf. 

Member Directory
A full member directory is avail-
able at www.amstat.org/ 
membership/directory/index.cfm or 
via the ASA “Members Only” web 
site, which allows a more detailed 
search. Only members who 
choose to participate are listed. 

“Members Only”
As a member of the ASA, you 
have access to many additional 
features and options, including 
an enhanced searchable mem-
ber directory, the E-newsletter 
archive, CIS, and “Members Only” 
discounts. You also have the 
ability to manage your account 
online. Please visit www.amstat.
org/membersonly. 

Reciprocal Societies of  
the ASA

The ASA is happy to announce 
an additional membership dis-
count for members of reciprocal 
statistical societies. If you reside 
in a developing country and are a 
member of one of the ASA’s recip-
rocal societies, you are eligible to 
receive an additional $5 off your 
developing country membership 
dues. Please visit www.amstat.org/
membership/devcountries/app/
index.cfm?fuseaction=ShowApp 
for more information. 

Salary Report
An annual report of salaries of 
academic statisticians for instruc-
tors, assistant professors, associ-
ate professors, and full professors 
is available online at www.amstat.
org/careers/salaryinformation.cfm. 

Other Resources
Advertising

Advertise in the ASA’s most popu-
lar publications or online. ASA 
corporate and institutional mem-
bers receive significant discounts 
on display advertising. Please visit 
www.amstat.org/publications/
advertising.cfm or email adver-
tise@amstat.org. 

ASA Calendar of Events
The ASA Calendar of Events is a 
searchable online database of 
statistical events throughout the 
world. Promote your meetings 
and events through the ASA’s 
online calendar and Amstat News. 
Visit www.amstat.org/dateline. 

Editorial Calendar
The Amstat News editorial calen-
dar is available at www.amstat.
org/publications. 

Mailing Lists
The ASA membership list is 
available for rental from our list 
broker, InFocus. Please contact 
Jessecua Nairn of InFocus at 
JNairn@infocuslists.com for more 
information or to order the ASA 
mailing list.  Only members who 
choose to participate are listed.
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Invite your colleagues 
to join the ASA, or tell 
us who they are and let 
us do the work!

Provide us with your colleagues’ names online at  
www.amstat.org/mgm and we will do all the work

Go to www.amstat.org/mgm and print the applications  
to distribute in-person

Direct your colleagues to join online today at www.amstat.org/mgm 

 ASA invites you to help with our 
member get a member campaign 

get involved: 

AMSTAT

Every time someone you refer joins, you will receive a  
$10 gift certificate* good for any ASA product or service.

*member get a member certificates are processed and awarded quarterly.
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