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STATISTICA

High Performance Analytic Solutions
From Desktop to Fully Weh-Enabled Enterprise Versions
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Comprehensiveness
STATISTICA provides the widest selection
of analytics including predictive data mining,
modeling, classification, and exploratary
technigues in one software platform.

Graphical Data Analysis
The largest selection of graphs in one
package, dynamic links between.graphs and
data, interactive brushing, graph templates
for apphication o new data sets, automatic
updating when the data change.

Data Access
STATISTICA provides the most flexible tools
for connecting directly tojvour data sources.

Multi-User Solutions
STATISTICA provides the platiorm for data
analysis and visualization ior your department; site;
or organization‘including both Windows client and
interactive Web browser user interfaces

Report Templates
STATISTICA generates Reports in many formats
including: ﬁpm, MS Word, HTML, and RTF

Automation
Automate any set of analytic and graphical technigues
using built-in Visual Basic. True open architecture with
maore than 14,000 externally callable functions.

)
@ Integration

Run native R programs from inside STATISTICA.
Exchange data and resulls easily with STATISTIGA
(Enterprise. Client-Server) solutions. Greate and
suppart validated (FDA) installations combining R
and the STATISTICA Enterprise system for tem-
plated role-based enterprise-wide analytics. Use
WebSTATISTICA client-server architecture to create
powerful and secure remote R servers {multiple-
CPU parallel processing).
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/1 statSoft:

STATISTICA Provides a Wealth of Data Analysis,
Data Mining, and Data Visualization Techniques,
All in One Integrated, Fully Web-Enabled Platform

Visualization: Hundreds of 20, 30, and nD Graphs vith built-in Analytics, Brushing,
Sticing/Dicing, Subs:ts, Categarization, Linksto Data. and much more.

Exploralion/Data Reduction: Principal Components, Factor Analysis, Independant
Components Anabysis, Partial Least Squares, Feature Selection, and much more...

Predictive Modeling and Classification: General Linear Models, Generalized Lingar/
Monlinear Models, Generalized Additive Models, Nonlinear Estimation, Carve Fitting,
Classification and Regression Trees, CHAID, Supvnval Analysis, and much more.

Advanced Data Mining Algorithms: Boosted Trees, Random Forests, MARSplines
Advanced Neural Networks, Support Vector Machines. Naive Bayesian Classifiers, k-Nearest
Metghbor methods (Memory-Based Leamers), and much more...

Clustering: k-Means. EM, Hierarchical (Tree), Setf Groanizing Networks, and much more
0GC/Process Improvemnent: Real-Time and Predictive Quality Gontrol Charts, Multivariate

SPC, Design of Experiments (DOE), Process Capability, Weibull Analysis, Gags RE&R and
much more...

www.statsoft.com

2300 E. 14th St. = Tulsa, OK 74104 « USA = (918) 749-1119 « Fax: (918) 749.2217 « info@statsoft.com = www.statsoft.com
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Science Policy News

Congress Appears Gridlocked for Remainder of Year

p. 25
This column is written to inform ASA members about what the ASA is doing to
promote the inclusion of statistics in policymaking and the funding of statistics
research. To suggest science policy topics for the ASA to address, contact ASA
Director of Science Policy Steve Pierson at pierson@amstat.org.

Contributing Editor

Steve Pierson, the ASA’s director of science policy,
earned his PhD in physics from the University of
Minnesota. He spent eight years in the physics depart-
ment of Worcester Polytechnic Institute and later
became head of government relations at the American
Physical Society.

_
Pierson

Master’s Notebook

In the Hot Seat: Two Experienced Consultants Discuss
Hiring Statisticians p. 27
This column is written for statisticians with master’s degrees and highlights areas
of employment that will benefit statisticians at the master’s level. Comments
and suggestions should be sent to ASA Research and Graduate Education
Manager Keith Crank at keith@amstat.org.

Contributing Editor

Erin Tanenbaum is director of statistical resources at
the Nielsen Co. She earned her bachelor’s degree in
economics from Kalamazoo College and her master’s
in applied statistics from the University of Michigan.

Tanenbaum
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We expect that data is not clean, and we
know many of our techniques can overcome
those errors.

Kaiser Fung
On how typos show the value of
statistics, http://tinyurl.com/2w8r834
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER

Celebrating Anniversaries and

Achievements

ope you had a wonderful July 4th. More
H than 20 years ago, President George Bush

talked about another sort of Independence
Day. At the signing of the Americans with
Disabilities Act, he said, “Three weeks ago, we cel-
ebrated our nation’s Independence Day. Today,
we're here to rejoice in and celebrate another ‘inde-
pendence day, one that is long overdue. With
today’s signing of the landmark Americans with
Disabilities Act, every man, woman, and child with
a disability can now pass through once-closed doors
into a bright new era of equality, independence,
and freedom.”

Last year, President Barack Obama said, “We must
build a world free of unnecessary barriers, stereotypes,
and discrimination. Policies must be developed, atti-
tudes must be shaped, and buildings and organiza-
tions must be designed to ensure that everyone has a
chance to get the education they need and live inde-
pendently as full citizens in their communities. ”

As the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
reaches its 20th anniversary on July 26, we wish to
reaffirm our commitment to encouraging persons
with disabilities to become statisticians and fully
participate in the ASA.

Through our Committee on Statistics and
Disability, the ASA has supported persons with
disabilities since before the ADA was enacted.
It originated as an ad hoc committee in 1985,
charged with eliminating barriers in participation
within the ASA and scientific, business, and gov-
ernment communities. In 1990, the committee’s
mission expanded to include encouraging people
with disabilities to become statisticians, improving
disability statistics, and developing better measures
and standards.

I want to personally thank current and past
members of this committee, as well as many other
volunteers, who have helped make the ASA and
our profession welcoming and accessible to every-
one. I also want to congratulate our members with
disabilities on their successes.

As you prepare your presentations for JSM,
please visit www.amstat.org/lcommittees/cmtesd/
confresources.html and follow the suggestions to
make your talks accessible to all our members.

NISS Celebrates 20 Years

Speaking of anniversaries, the National Institute
of Statistical Sciences (NISS) is celebrating its

20th Anniversary this year. NISS was established
in 1990 by universities in the Research Triangle
area of North Carolina and statistical societies such
as the ASA, Institute of Mathematical Statistics,
and International Biometric Society (ENAR and
WNAR). It is another platform that provides
opportunities for cross-sector collaboration among
academia, industry, and government.

About 60 government agencies, corporations,
and universities belong to NISS Affiliates and
NISS/SAMSI Affiliates programs. These programs
received the SPAIG Award from the ASA in 2005
for their successful partnerships among academia,
industry, and government.

The mission of NISS is “to identify, catalyze, and
foster high-impact, cross-disciplinary, and cross-
sector research involving the statistical sciences.” It is
dedicated to strengthening and serving the national
statistics community by catalyzing community
members participation in applied research driven
by challenges facing government and industry (see
WWwW. niss.org).

One of the many contributions NISS has made
to our profession is work force development. NISS
has been a leader in training and mentoring post-
doctoral fellows (more than 70 so far) and provides
career development opportunities for statisticians
and scientists, especially those in the fledgling stages
of their careers.

In May, NISS was awarded a two-year grant of
more than $750,000 from the National Science
Foundation (NSF) to establish a postdoctoral
research program in collaboration with NSF’s
Division of Science Resource Statistics (SRS).

SAMSI Achieves Much in Eight Years

As I write about NISS’s success, it is hard not
to think about the Statistical and Applied
Mathematical Sciences Institute (SAMSI), which
was established in 2002 and has an ASA represen-
tative on its governing board.

On behalf of the ASA, I want to take this opportu-
nity to thank SAMST's founding director, Jim Berger,
for his service to our profession. I also want to give
him the opportunity to share his thoughts about
SAMSI as he passes the baton to Richard Smith:

It is hard to believe that SAMSI is already
eight years old. It seems like only yesterday
that we opened our doors, not quite sure if
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anyone would walk in or what to do with

them if they did!

Well, they walked in. Next year, for
instance, SAMSI will have eight year-
long visitors, 35 semester-long visitors, 15
postdoctoral fellows, hordes of shorter-
term visitors and more than a thousand
wortkshop participants. It also turns out
that we never had any trouble figuring
out what to do with those who walked in;
we just put them together and wonderful
things started happening! We did find
ways to accelerate the process, for instance,
through the introduction of the research
working groups, which meet physically at
SAMSI, and through web conferencing
(since not everyone can be at SAMSI all
the time). Typically, 10 to 15 such working
groups are concurrently operating during
any given year.

It is also amazing to look back and
realize that we have had 26 outstanding
research programs. Of course, the success
of these programs is primarily due to the
extraordinary national and international
leaders in statistics, applied mathematics,
and disciplinary science who first
imagined, then developed, and, finally,
led the programs. Space precludes their
individual recognition here, but they were
at the heart of SAMSI’s success.

Another of the most satisfying aspects
of the job has been secing all the young
researchers and students who had their
lives changed by SAMSI. This includes 67
postdoctoral fellows (most of who were
here for two years), nearly 140 semester
or year-long graduate students, and the
thousands who attended the many SAMSI
education and outreach events, many
of which were specifically focused on
enhancing diversity.

Correction

Gary King of Harvard, a longtime member of the ASA, was
inadvertently left out of a list of ASA members elected to the
National Academy of Sciences that was published in the June issue
of Amstat News. We congratulate King on his selection and apologize
for not including him previously.
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The people who have made indelible
contributions to SAMSI are too numerous
to mention here, but I certainly want to
highlight—and profusely thank—the
former and current associate directors:
Tom Banks, Steve Marron, Young Truong,
Chris Jones, Jim Damon, Ralph Smith,
Michael Minion, Pierre Gremaud, and Nell
Sedransk. They were central to so much of
SAMST'’s development and operation. Alan
Karr was also an [associate director], but
also much more. For instance, it was his
leadership that made the new SAMSI wing
of the NISS/SAMSI building possible.

Of course, SAMSI would not have been
possible without the support of the National
Science Foundation, since it is the NSF
money that goes (almost entirely) toward
supporting the many visitors and postdocs
at SAMSI. SAMSI also benefits from the
involvement of many local statisticians and
scientists, whose participation would not
be possible without the extensive support
of the local universities and the biostatistics,
mathematics, and statistics departments
therein. To all, my deepest thanks, and
a special thanks to Dan Solomon, who,
from the beginning of SAMSI, was a major
supporter and fount of wisdom.

While I'm stepping down as SAMSI
director, I certainly won’t be leaving
SAMSI. Indeed, from now on, I'll have the
fun of being downstairs—in the working
group research rooms—rather than upstairs
doing admin[istration]. That is one of the
many reasons it is great that Richard Smith
is assuming the directorship: I'm sure that
he will do an outstanding job of ensuring
that the research happening downstairs at
SAMSI is stunning!

Thank you for all of you for your various contri-
butions to our association and to our profession. See
you in Vancouver! Please don’t forget your passports.
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Election Results for 2011

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

For President-elect
Robert Rodriguez, SAS Institute

For Vice President
Mary Mulry, U.S. Census Bureau

For Council of Sections Board Representative
A. John Bailer, Miami University

For Council of Chapters Board Representative
Bonnie LaFleur, The University of Arizona

For International Board Representative
Raymond L. Chambers, University of
Wollongong

COUNCIL OF SECTIONS GOVERNING
BOARD (COSGB)

For Chair-elect

Eileen C. King, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital
and Medical Center

For Vice Chair
Myron ]. Katzoff, National Center for Health
Statistics

COUNCIL OF CHAPTERS GOVERNING
BOARD (COCGB)

For Chair-elect
C. Shane Reese, Brigham Young University

For Vice Chair, Region 3, District 5
Scott J. Richter, The University of North Carolina
at Greensboro

For Vice Chair, Region 3, District 6
Daniel R. Jeske, University of California,
Riverside

SECTION ON BAYESIAN STATISTICAL
SCIENCE (SBSS)

For Chair-elect
Robert E. Weiss, UCLA School of Public Health

For Program Chair-elect
Marina Vannucci, Rice University

For Council of Sections Representative
Lurdes Y. T. Inoue, University of Washington

BIOMETRICS SECTION (BIOM)

For Chair-elect
Dianne M. Finkelstein, Harvard School of Public
Health

For Secretary/Treasurer
Debashis Ghosh, Penn State

BIOPHARMACEUTICAL SECTION
(BIOP)

For Chair-elect
Stephen W. Gulyas, Eli Lilly and Company

For Program Chair-elect
Carmen Mak, Merck Research Laboratories

For Treasurer
Matilde Sanchez, Arena Pharmaceuticals

For Council of Sections Representative
Stephine L. Keeton, Food and Drug

Administration

BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC
STATISTICS SECTION (B&E)

For Chair-elect
Mark Little, SAS Institute

For Program Chair-elect
Scott Holan, University of Missouri

For Secretary/Treasurer
Beth Andrews, Northwestern University

For Publications Officer
David Matteson, Cornell University

For Council of Sections Representative
Peter Bloomfield, North Carolina State University

Section Charter Proposed Revision
Approved
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SECTION ON STATISTICAL
COMPUTING (COMP)

For Chair-elect
Karen Kafadar, Indiana University

For Program Chair-elect
Chris Volinsky, AT&T

For Publications Officer
Hadley Wickham, Rice University

For Council of Sections Representative
John Castelloe, SAS Institute

SECTION ON STATISTICAL
CONSULTING (CNSL)

For Chair-elect

Ralph G. O’Brien, Case Western Reserve
University

For Publications Officer
Jennifer Schumi, Statistics Collaborative, Inc.

For Executive Committee at Large
Nilupa S. Gunaratna, Nevin Scrimshaw
International Nutrition Foundation

Section Charter Proposed Revision
Approved

SECTION ON STATISTICAL EDUCATION
(EDUC)

For Chair-elect
Brad Hartlaub, Kenyon College

For Publications Chair-elect
Lawrence Lesser, The University of Texas at El Paso

For Executive Committee at Large
Leigh M. Harrell, Virginia Tech
Megan Mocko, University of Florida

For Council of Sections Representative

Kim Gilbert, University of Georgia

SECTION ON STATISTICS AND THE
ENVIRONMENT (ENVR)

For Chair-elect
Jun Zhu, Colorado State University

For Publications Officer
Megan D. Higgs, Montana State University
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SECTION ON STATISTICS IN
EPIDEMIOLOGY (EPI)

For Chair-elect

Melissa Begg, Columbia University

For Program Chair-elect
Dylan Small, The Wharton School, University of

Pennsylvania

For Council of Sections Representative
Michael A. Rosenblum, The Johns Hopkins
University

SECTION ON GOVERNMENT
STATISTICS (GOVT)

For Chair-elect
Brian Harris-Kojetin, Office of Management and
Budget

For Program Chair-elect
Daniell Toth, Bureau of Labor Statistics

For Secretary/Treasurer
Kevin Cecco, Internal Revenue Service

For Publications Officer
Sonya Vartivarian, Mathematica Policy Research

SECTION ON STATISTICAL GRAPHICS
(GRPH)

For Chair-elect
Heike Hofmann, Iowa State University

For Program Chair-elect
Hadley Wickham, Rice University

For Secretary/Treasurer
John W. Emerson, Yale University

For Council of Sections Representative
Michael Lawrence, Genentech Research

Section Charter Proposed Revision
Approved

SECTION ON HEALTH POLICY
STATISTICS (HPSS)

For Chair-elect
Christopher H. Schmid, Tufts University



For Council of Sections Representative
Laura Lee Johnson, National Institutes of Health

SECTION ON TEACHING OF STATISTICS
IN THE HEALTH SCIENCES (TSHS)

For Chair-elect

Carol Bigelow, University of Massachusetts/
Ambherst

SECTION ON STATISTICS AND
MARKETING (MKTG)

For Chair-elect

Raghuram Iyengar, The Wharton School,
University of Pennsylvania

For Program Chair-elect
Michael Trusov, University of Maryland

For Publications Officer-elect
Joseph Retzer, Marketing Analytics

For Council of Sections Representative
John Liechty, Penn State

Section Charter Proposed Revision
Approved

SECTION ON PHYSICAL AND
ENGINEERING SCIENCES (SPES)

For Chair-elect
Angela M. Dean, The Ohio State University

For Program Chair-elect
Paul H. Kvam, Georgia Institute of Technology

SECTION ON QUALITY AND
PRODUCTIVITY (Q&P)

For Chair-elect

Donald W. McCormack Jr., JMP Division of SAS
Institute

For Program Chair-elect
David Edwards, Virginia Commonwealth
University

SECTION ON RISK ANALYSIS (RISK)

For Chair-elect
Alexandra Kapatou, Performance Management
Associates

For Program Chair-elect
Robert L. Obenchain, Risk Benefit Statistics LLC

For Publications Officer
Stanley L. Sclove, University of Illinois at Chicago

SOCIAL STATISTICS SECTION (SOC)

For Chair-elect
Joseph J. Salvo, New York City Department of City
Planning

For Program Chair-elect
Elizabeth Stuart, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School
of Public Health

For Publications Officer
Joanna Turner, U.S. Census Bureau

SECTION ON STATISTICS IN SPORTS
(SIS)

For Chair-elect
C. Shane Reese, Brigham Young University

For Program Chair-elect
Shane T. Jensen, The Wharton School, University
of Pennsylvania

SECTION ON SURVEY RESEARCH
METHODS (SRMS)

For Chair-elect
John L. Czajka, Mathematica Policy Research

For Program Chair-elect
Michael D. Larsen, The George Washington
University

For Treasurer
Jill A. Dever, RTT International

For Publications Officer
John Finamore, U.S. Census Bureau

For Education Officer
Marilyn Seastrom, National Center for Education
Statistics

JULY 2010 AMSTAT NEWS 7



Journal Seeks
Undergraduates
Interested

in Research
T/ae Journal of Young Investigators (JYI) is

soliciting staff applications and news, fea-
ture, and research article submissions.
Founded in 1997, /YT publishes peer-reviewed
scientific manuscripts, news, and features articles,
as well as information pertinent to careers in sci-
ence. It is the premier monthly research journal
organized entirely by undergraduates.
Students interested in joining the staff are
encouraged to submit applications for the follow-
ing positions:

Senior news and features editor
Director of the careers center
Director of human resources
Science journalist

Research associate editor
Career researcher

Human resources officer

Public relations graphic designer

All JYT staff members contribute their time on
an unpaid basis and should possess a passion for
promoting scientific research.

Undergraduates also are encouraged to submit
manuscripts in biology, chemistry, engineering,
the physical sciences, mathematics, psychology,
and other social sciences. Senior honors theses
and summer research projects are especially wel-
come. Submissions are peer-reviewed by /Y75
editorial staff and considered for publication at
WWw.jyi.org.

Represented at more than 50 academic insti-
tutions and in nearly a dozen countries, /Y7 has
been featured in Nature, The New York Times, and
The Chronicle of Higher Education.

For more information regarding opportuni-
ties for student involvement, visit wwuw.jyi.org/
participate.php. Direct all questions to Tim
Xu, director of public relations, at dpr@jyi.org
or Sherry Yu, director of human resources, at

dhr@jyi.org. m
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SECTION ON NONPARAMETRIC
STATISTICS (NPAR)

For Chair-elect
Raymond J. Carroll, Texas A&M University

For Program Chair-elect
Thomas Lee, University of California, Davis

For Secretary/Treasurer
Haonan Wang, Colorado State University

SECTION ON STATISTICS IN DEFENSE
AND NATIONAL SECURITY (SDNS)

For Chair-elect
Edward J. Wegman, George Mason University

For Program Chair-elect
Michael L. Cohen, National Research Council

For Secretary/Treasurer
Alix A. Robertson, Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory

For Publications Officer
Michael Last, University of California, Davis

For Council of Sections Representative
Myron J. Katzoff, National Center for Health
Statistics

SECTION FOR STATISTICAL
PROGRAMMERS AND ANALYSTS
(SSPA)

For Chair-elect
Colin Chen, Fannie Mae

For Program Chair-elect
Nancy Wang, MDS Pharma Services

Section Charter Proposed Revision
Approved

SECTION ON STATISTICAL LEARNING
AND DATA MINING (SLDM)

For Chair-elect
Ji Zhu, University of Michigan

For Program Chair-elect
David van Dyk, University of California, Irvine m



Statistics Students with Reading
Disabilities Need Tools

tatistics is a profession well suited to persons
S with disabilities, as it offers few physical barri-

ers to participation. However, there is a need
to ensure reading-impaired college students have
access to the tools they need.

In addition to the blind, persons with dyslexia and
similar cognitive disabilities need assistance. Options
range from Braille to audio text readers, depending
on the nature of the disability. Only about 20% of
persons with a reading disability use Braille.

Scientific textbooks are more readily available
in an accessible form at the high-school level, as
there are legal requirements for publishers to pro-
vide files in a standard format that can be convert-
ed to Braille. Since texts in an accessible form are
much more limited at the college level and a text-
book in Braille can cost thousands of dollars, it is
the college’s responsibility—usually their disability
office—to ensure students receive required materials
in a timely fashion.

College staff can order materials from agencies
such as Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic or
scan student textbooks themselves to be converted
to digital form and read by an audio text reader.
They also may request electronic files that can
be formatted for the students. Publishers usually
provide PDF files to colleges for free. Sometimes,
especially for older texts, they provide print ver-
sions that can be scanned and converted to digital
form. The AccessText network assists in obtain-
ing these materials from publishers and will soon
allow colleges to share files they have created for
reading-disabled students.

Reworking PDF files so they can be converted
while ensuring they convey the materials in the
book correctly can be a difficult task, but there is

software available to help. InftyReader, available
from InftyProject, provides audio solutions and can

Joan Turek, Peter Lachenburch, John Gardner, Christopher Lee,
Bob Martinengo, David Keer, and Michele Connolly

Resources
AccessText Network, www.accesstext.org

DAISY Consortium, www.daisy.org

Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic, www.rfbd.org
ReadHowYouWant, www.readhowyouwant.com
Bookshare, www.bookshare.org

IntfyProject, www.inftyproject.org

MathML, www.w3.org/Math

liblouisxml (Braille converter), www.jjb-software.com/
liblouisxml-guide.html

National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard, http.//
nimas.cast.org

American Physics Society, http.//aps.org/publications/
apsnews/200812/blind.cfm

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, www.hhes.
gov/web/508 and www.hhs.qgov/web/policies/accomodation/
index.html

eTextbooks (including statistics), www.coursesmart.com/search

export text as XHTML, which can then be con-
verted to Braille using the free liblouisxml applica-
tion. MathML, a specification for describing math-
ematics that can be embedded in XHTML files,
deals with both the presentation and meaning of
formula components.

Also, the emergence of e-books in the EPUB
format offers an important option, although EPUB
readers that offer full accessibility have been slow to
reach the market. Currently, the EPUB format does
not support mathematics, but it does permit SVG
graphics, which can be made accessible.

Access to journals and scientific materials other
than textbooks also is needed. The American Physics
Society is developing ways to improve journals
accessibility to persons with a reading disabilicy. m
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ARCHIVES

STUDENTS USE ASA ARCHIVES TO

Oscar Kempthorne

George Snedecor

How to Use the Archives

The ASA collection contains 195 boxes

of material, including business meeting
minutes, handbooks, photographs,
lectures and symposia, sesquicentennial
souvenirs and other artifacts, collections
from famous statisticians ... The list goes
on for 65 printed pages. However, you can
search the online listing at www.lib.iastate.
edu/spcl/manuscripts/MS349.html to see if
the collection has what you are interested
in. Once you have located an item, you
should read the reproduction information
at wwwilib.iastate.edu/spcl/services/
reproduction.htm/ before ordering.

You may request your copy by either
calling the special collections department
at (515) 294-6672 or sending an email to
spclref@iastate.edu. Response time and
cost vary. Of course, you can drop by the
library to look at the materials in person if
you are in the area.

COMPLETE PROJECT

Patricia A. English
Committee on ASA Archives and
Historical Materials

the ASA archives, located in the special collec-

tions department of Iowa State University’s
(ISU) library, to produce posters about statistical
topics or statisticians of note. The posters were pre-
sented at JSM in Washington, DC. I talked with
the students about using the archives—ease of use,
amount of information, etc.

Some topics and statisticians were easier to
research than others. Dai-Trang Le wrote about
George Snedecor, for whom there was a large num-
ber of boxes from which to pull information (almost
too much information).

David Rockoff first wanted to review the his-
tory of a statistical test, but found it was not easy to
trace through the archives, so he changed to writ-
ing about statisticians speaking out on issues such
as depression and smoking.

Karl Pazdernik chose Oscar Kempthorne, who
was an important figure at ISU and for whom
there was also a large number of boxes. My favorite
quote from Pazdernik’s poster is, “I hated farming
so much I had to get out. There was only one way
to do it: brainpower.”

Laura Hildreth chose to highlight Henry
Wallace. I learned from her poster that Wallace was
an influential statistician at ISU who had a positive
impact on Snedecor. He went on to be appointed
Secretary of Agriculture in 1933 under President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt and served as his vice
president from 1941-1944. As far as I can tell, he
was the highest-ranking statistician in government
during the 20th century.

Luvenia N. Hellams highlighted the relatively
unknown career of Dorothy Cooke. Cooke earned
an MS in statistics from Iowa State College in 1946

In the spring of 2009, six statistics students used
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and became an instructor in the newly formed
department of statistics in 1949. After leaving
Iowa State, she went on to focus on sample survey-
ing techniques within developing nations such as
Pakistan, the Philippines, Jordan, and Vietnam.

Kristian Schmidt chose H. O. Hartley for his
poster, partly because Hartley was born in Germany
(like Schmidt). Hartley was an interesting statisti-
cian, poet, and great believer in the use of comput-
ers and how they were the wave of the future in
analysis (and this opinion was expressed before the
early 1960s). He also had a sense of humor.

I have barely scratched the surface of the six post-
ers, let alone the amount of information available
about statisticians and statistics in the ASA archives.
The posters can be found at ISU; however, you will
need to contact the special collections department
to get a PDF of one of them. You also can contact
me at patricia.english@pfizer.com. m

Treasures from

the ASA

Archives

ASA Elections Randomization Tables

Randomization table and instructions
for how to use the table to randomly
order names on ASA election ballots
circa 1960. Records, MS 349, Box 29,
Folder 1, Special Collections Department,
lowa State University Library.

To find this and other treasures from
the archives, visit www.lib.iastate.edu/
spcl/manuscripts/MS349.html. If you
have questions, email spclref@iastate.
edu or call (515) 294-6672.

Committee on ASA Archives and Historical Materials




StatAid Offers Statistics for Human Rights

Michael Kisielewski

A network of human-rights organizations

in Zimbabwe has sought our help in build-
ing its capacity for conducting statistical
analysis and using data to advance its work.
A 'typical’ workweek has begun ...

mulling over a project proposal to explore the

application of geographic information systems
to documenting human-rights violations in Sierra
Leone. As we sift through a large data set on human-
rights abuses in western Africa, we ponder the sta-
tistical approaches that can be used in our proposed
analysis. Meanwhile, 9,300 miles from Washington,
DG, in Zimbabwe, our executive director is putting
together a stack of handbooks and technical manu-
als in preparation for a training session she will be
conducting. A network of human-rights organiza-
tions in Zimbabwe has sought our help in building
its capacity for conducting statistical analysis and
using data to advance its work. A ‘typical’ workweek
has begun ...

It’s Monday morning and staff in Maryland are

Nominations Sought for
Impact Award

AcademyHealth has issued a call for nominations for the sixth
annual Health Services Research Impact Award, which recog-
nizes outstanding research that has been successfully translated
into health policy, management, or clinical practice and, as a
result, had a positive impact on health and health care.

The lead researcher of the winning impact will receive
$2,000, and the research will be disseminated widely as part of
AcademyHealth’s ongoing effort to promote the health services
research field.

The deadline for nominations is July 30. For a nomination form
or more information about eligibility requirements and selection cri-
tetia, visit www.academybealth.orglawards/hsrimpactsnominations.
htm. Questions may be addressed to Patrick Burbine at Patrick.
burbine@academybealth.org or (202) 292-6738. m
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For decades, statisticians—and ASA members in
particular—have been plying their trade to promote
human rights and advance humanitarian causes.
Through a close partnership with the Science
and Human Rights Program of the American
Association for the Advancement of Science, the
ASAs Committee on Scientific Freedom and
Human Rights has assisted in situations where stat-
isticians have been denied fundamental freedoms
and provided expertise in analyzing human rights
violations data.

More recently, the efforts of Statisticians Without
Borders and the Special Interest Group on Statistical
Volunteerism have culminated in assistance trips to
Haiti, questionnaire and sample design assistance
to the Inter-American Development Bank, and
even basic data entry for health and human rights
surveys. By and large, those efforts have been pro
bono. However, pro bono efforts arent always fea-
sible, especially when a project requires a substan-
tial amount of time, effort, human resources, and
expertise in complex human-rights questions.

Some statisticians, such as Mary Gray at
American University, have focused a major portion
of their research on humanitarian and human rights
concerns, helping nurture a longer-term agenda of
improving human rights outcomes through empiri-
cal evidence. Meanwhile, nonprofit organizations
such as the Human Rights Data Analysis Group
(HRDAG) at Benetech have advanced the science of
human rights violations data analysis and will con-
tinue doing so.

Despite these efforts, the humanitarian and
human rights communities still have many statisti-
cal needs that aren’t being met:

Organizations that focus on human-rights con-
cerns typically do not have sufficient in-house
capacity for more than basic summary statis-
tics. Although initiatives such as HRDAG can
offer strong technical assistance on large projects
requiring sophisticated statistical methods, few
statisticians are available to provide basic capac-
ity-building support to the vast array of small,
local human rights advocacy groups (and larger,
national groups as well).

Research on best methods for human rights viola-
tions data collection is sparse and poorly funded.
Most advances on appropriate methods result
from “on-the-fly” innovations made during exist-
ing data collection and analysis projects.



Thus far, most of the statistical and other quan-
titative work on human rights violations has
focused on civil and political rights, but there is a
great need for improvement of data collection and
analysis related to economic, social, and cultural
human rights, such as the right to food, housing,
shelter, education, and health.

For all those reasons and more, StatAid was
created.

StatAid is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
with a permanent staff of three, an adjunct staff
member, multiple interns and volunteers, and a
board of directors made up of statisticians who have
been involved directly in human rights work for
decades. Its mission is to:

Provide affordable statistical consulting ser-
vices to nonproﬁt organizations, nongovern-
mental organizations, and international and
national governments and institutions, with a
specific focus on organizations that promote,
defend, and/or monitor human rights and
humanitarian causes

Participate in and initiate research that
improves survey methodology and statistical
methods for collecting and analyzing data relat-
ed to human rights and humanitarian concerns

Offer statistical and survey methodological
training to the types of organizations listed
above that wish to expand their knowledge of
and ability to use statistical and survey meth-
odology, and, in so doing, serve as a capacity-
building resource for those organizations

Since its inception in July 2009, StatAid has
undertaken several projects. For example, it used
generalized estimating equations to explore predic-
tors of development levels for the United Nations
Human Development Programme. It performed
complex sample design and analysis for human
rights violations surveys in Africa for the Center for
Disaster Assistance and Humanitarian Medicine.
StatAid also is working with high-school and college
students in the greater DC area, providing intern-
ship experiences and introducing students to policy
planning based on empirical evidence.

StatAid’s long-term goals include providing
statistical capacity building to domestic and inter-
national human rights and humanitarian groups,
engaging in research on best methods for collect-
ing and analyzing human rights violations data in
various contexts, and being readily available on a
consulting basis to organizations that would benefit
from its services, regardless of their ability to fund
the work.

Thus far, the majority of StatAid’s support has
come from individual donations and fees charged

for its consulting services. Although foundation
grants will ultimately provide the majority of
StatAid’s funding, individual donations are greatly
needed—especially during this initial growth phase.
Individual donations offset expenses for which
foundation funding is scarce or nonexistent, and for
which consultation fees simply cannot be charged.
For example, StatAid’s outreach efforts to small,
subnational, nongovernmental organizations with
litcle funding depends on individual donations, as
does the ability to accept and mentor high-school
and college students.

For years, statisticians and quantitative social
scientists have been part of a rich tradition that
has supported the advancement of human rights
and humanitarian causes. StatAid was born out of
the desire to continue—and enhance—that tradi-
tion. To support StatAid by volunteering, email
probono@stataid.org. To donate funds, visit www.
stataid.org or send a check (payable to StatAid) to
6930 Carroll Ave., Suite 420, Takoma Park, MD
20912. Donations are 100% tax deductible. m

OLKIN RECEIVES ZELEN AWARD
Nominations Sought for Next Year

The department of biostatistics at the Harvard School of Public
Health named Ingram Olkin the recipient of the 2010 Marvin
Zelen Leadership Award in Statistical Science. Olkin, professor of
statistics and education and CHP/PCOR fellow of the department
of statistics at Stanford University, delivered a lecture titled “Mea-
sures of Heterogeneity: Diversity and Inequality” on May 21 at
Harvard University.

This annual award—supported by colleagues, friends, and fam-
ily—was established to honor Marvin Zelen’s long and distin-
guished career as a statistician and his major role in shaping the
field of biostatistics.

The award recognizes an individual in government, industry, or
academia who, by virtue of his/her outstanding leadership, has
greatly affected the theory and practice of statistical science. While
individual accomplishments are considered, the most distinguish-
ing criterion is the awardee’s contribution to the creation of an
environment in which statistical science and its applications have

flourished.

Nominations for next year’s award, to be given in May, should
be sent to the Marvin Zelen Leadership Award Committee, De-
partment of Biostatistics, Harvard School of Public Health, 655
Huntington Ave., Boston, MA 02115 or vbeaulie@hsph.harvard.
edu. Nominations should include a letter describing the contribu-
tions of the candidate, specifically highlighting the criteria for the
award, and curriculum vitae. Supporting letters and materials are
encouraged.

All nominations must be received by November 15.
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Richard L. Smith of The University
of North Carolina speaks dur-

ing the congressional briefing
“Climate Science: Key Questions and
Answers!

ichard L. Smith of The
University of North
arolina presented a stat-

istician’s viewpoint during a May
11 congressional briefing, titled
“Climate Science: Key Questions
and Answers.” The briefing,
sponsored by the ASA and 12
other science organizations, was
organized to address questions
raised recently on the science of
climate change.

Smith began with a slide show
about the role statisticians play
in climate change research. He
noted that many criticisms of cli-
mate change research in the news
recently are not new and that
robust criticism is a natural and
necessary part of the scientific
process. He did agree that cli-
mate science would benefit from
a fuller and more open discussion
in which differences of scientific
viewpoint are addressed as part of
an ongoing scientific process.
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Smith illustrated his points
with the “hockey stick” tem-
perature time series and statistical
analyses of claims that global mean
temperatures have decreased since
1998. From his temperature trend
analysis, he concluded there was
no evidence of a decrease in tem-
peratures post-1998. In fact, allow-
ing a change in slope in 1998, the
analysis showed the temperature
trend increases after 1998, more so
after adjusting for El Nifio.

Addressing the hockey stick
controversy—a critique of the
statistical methods in the 1998-
1999 analysis of Michael Mann,
Raymond Bradley, and Malcolm
Hughes showing the tempera-
ture time series from tree ring
proxy data having a hockey stick
shape—Smith said subsequent
authors showed the basic hockey
stick shape to be valid. He illus-
trated this using the “principal
components analysis,” in which
the hockey stick shape emerges as
one includes higher components,
which are necessary for proper
application of this technique.

Smith concluded his talk with
slides about data access and peer
review. Regarding the former, he
noted, the “climate science com-
munity is already one of the most
open about making data available
to the rest of the scientific com-
munity and the general public.”
Concerning peer review, Smith
urged climate skeptics to publish
their results in scientific journals,
rather than on blogs and other
unofficial outlets, and emphasized
the role journal editors and review-
ers must play to realize this.

Richard Alley, an earth scien-
tist from Penn State, and Warren
Washington, an atmospheric sci-
entist and climate modeler at the
National Center for Atmospheric
Research, also spoke.

Statistician’s View Given at Congressional
Briefing on Climate Science

Washington  explained
peer review, the process for the
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change reports, and
the role of skeptics. He also dis-
cussed the then yet-to-be-released
Americas Climate Choices reports
from the National Academies and
other upcoming National Research
Council reports. He closed with a
slide on measures to make climate
change research more trustworthy,
which touched upon transparency,
data access, reproducibility, and
the quality of scientific informa-
tion provided to policymakers.

Alley presented the case that
with high scientific confidence,
humans are raising carbon
dioxide levels—which is warm-
ing the climate—and changes
to date are small compared to
what can be expected if action
is not taken. Using the analogy
of the scientific evidence being
a braided rope, rather than a
single hair, he described high
scientific confidence as having
the following attributes:

* No single mistake, or small
set of mistakes, could nota-
bly change the results

* The results do not depend
on any single fact, data set,
model, analysis, investigator,
or laboratory

Instead, major results depend
on multiple lines of evidence
from many investigators and
labs, collected in many ways
and independently assessed by
many groups.

Presentation slides and vid-
eos of the talks are available
at  www.amstat.orgloutreach/
climatescience.cfin. m



NC Universities Awarded NIH Grant

team of statisticians and
clinicians from The
University of North

Carolina at Chapel Hill (UNC),
Duke University, and North
Carolina  State  University
(NCSU) was recently awarded a
$12.5 million, five-year PO1
Research Program Project grant
from the National Cancer
Institute (NCI). The grant appli-
cation, titled “Statistical Methods
for Cancer Clinical Trials,” began
on April 1 and supports a major
collaborative, multidisciplinary
effort called the Innovative
Methods Program for Advancing
Clinical Trials IMPACT).
IMPACT will take advantage
of the concentration of statisti-
cal and clinical researchers across
the three institutions, as well as

the highly rated cancer centers at
UNC and Duke, to develop and
implement state-of-the-art statisti-
cal techniques for trial design and
analysis. Led by Michael Kosorok
of UNC, Marie Davidian of
NCSU, and Stephen George of
Duke, the project also involves
numerous other faculty, including
Sin-Ho Jung of Duke, Anastasios
Tsiatis of NCSU, Joseph Ibrahim
of UNC, Danyu Lin of UNC, and
Jianwen Cai of UNC.

The investigators will collabo-
rate across the three institutions
on five integrated research projects
that tackle statistical challenges
posed by complex clinical end-
points, missing data, meta-analysis
and comparative effectiveness
research, identification of diagnos-
tic markers, the goal of personalized
medicine, and development of

optimal sequential courses of
treatment.

The overarching objective
is to make significant, innova-
tive contributions to cancer
trial design and analysis meth-
ods that have the potential
to improve the efficiency and
speed with which new therapies
reach clinical practice. However,
focus will be placed on develop-
ment and dissemination of pro-
fessionally designed software
that implements new methods.
The software will be made freely
available, along with technical
reports and program updates,
on a dedicated program website
now under development.

The program also will spon-
sor an annual research sympo-
sium, to be held in Research
Triangle Park, North Carolina. m
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* EFFECT statement defines a richer family

of linear models in many procedures
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ether youre conducting research or

doing a consultation, you'll find online

access to your ASA journal subscriptions

to be invaluable. The ASA’s online journals offer a

rich suite of features that will help keep you on top of

developments in your areas of interest while making it
easy to find new, fascinating avenues of inquiry.

Setting Up Your Username and
Password

If youre an ASA member, you receive free online
access to JASA, JBES, TAS, and SBR, which you
probably access through Members Only. To take
advantage of all the online features, however, you'll
want to create a separate username and password.

Setting up a username and password is free.
First, go to hutp://pubs.amstar.org. Next, click on
Register Now.

Actions

ASA
Home About ASA Broge®™ | Sfel My ASA
Hello. Sign in 10 personalze your visl New user? Register now.
Welcome to ASA TPIriskewetls

Now, just click Submit at the bottom of the page.

Setting Up Table of Contents and
Fasttrack Alerts

Now that you have a username and password, set-
ting up a variety of alerts is easy. A Table of Contents
alert is exactly that—you receive an email when a
new issue of a journal or new fast track papers are
published. The email will contain the full table of
contents with links to the abstracts, authors, and
full text for each article.

To set up the alerts, go to the home page of any
journal.

Journal of the American Statistical Association

Current Issue
Volume 105, Number 489, po. 1-445
Journal tools

* Subscribe | Renew
& Publication Aims and Scope
» Editorial Board

» Information for Authors

Sign up for e-Alerts
as bafore 200

Click on Sign up for e-Alerts.
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Get the Most Out of Your Online ASA
Subscriptions

If you're logged in, you'll be taken directly to
the My ASA page; if you're not logged in, you'll be
prompted to enter the username and password you
created earlier.

Once logged in, you'll see a list of ASA journals.

Table of Contents
You will be notified when new content is available for these selected publicati
Also send me instant online and fast track alerts: Weekly ™

[ The American Statistician +*

[¥]Journal of Business and Economic Statistics +

[¥] Journal of Computational and Graphical Statistics +*
[“]Joumnal of the American Statistical Association +

[7 statistics in Bioph eutical R h

[ Technometrics «

Send me sample Toc Alert

Check off the journals for which youd like to

receive alerts, even if you don’t have a subscription.

Another important feature is the instant online
and fast track alerts box. The ASA publishes many
articles online before they appear in print. Choosing
this option allows you to receive alerts for those arti-
cles on a daily, weekly, or monthly basis.

Setting Up Citation Tracking

Citation tracking allows you to be alerted when an
article published in JASA, JBES, JCGS, SBR, TAS,
or TECH is cited in another article. There are three
ways to set up citation tracking; all require you to

be logged in.

To set up citation tracking from the abstract of
an article, click the Track Citations link on the right
side of the screen.

Full Text PDF:

« HiRes for printing
(1,2334 KB)

= PDF Plys wi links (400.9

of the American Statistical Association, March 1, 2010, 105(489); | KB)

= Help with PDFs
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lata. This research was supported by the DoD Multidisciplinary
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To set up citation tracking from a table of con-
tents, check the box next to the article you want to
track and click the Track Citations link at the top
of the screen.

You can select multiple articles from this screen
if you wish.

¢ Abstracts | Add to favorites | E-mail to a colleaque | Track ¢
[] Selectiu