Echoes Through Time

How Pop Music Has Changed Over 60 Years (1958-2019) ([ _

Since its debut in 1958, the Billboard Hot 100 has seen « Strong positive correlations: These two plots show the weekly averages of audio features

pop music evolve in both sound and meaning, with each o Explicitness and Loudness (0.85) suggest that songs labeled using results from Principal Component Analysis

change reflecting shifts in culture, technology, and as more explicit also tend to be louder.

artistic expression. o Acoustic-ness and Valence (0.58) suggest that happier songs Dots are colored
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7 Statistical Question: « Strong negative correlations: Explicitness and Valence (-0.87) they are before or

Can we understand how pop music has changed over indicates more explicit songs tend to have darker or sadder moods. H after 1990. The

time by analyzing patterns in Spotify audio features
across 60 years of Billboard Hot 100 hits?
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Weeks on Charts Audio Features Across Decades Major Events Around 90s
The median and spread increased steadily from the Pop music has become louder, more energetic, more explicit, and Eight events between 1985 and 1995 may have triggered the
1950s to the 2000s, indicating that hits continuously less acoustic over the past 60 years, with a major turning point shifts in 1990s pop hits.
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1990s, hits have featured stronger bass, sharper dynamics,
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